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REPORT 
01i' 
THE COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL L.AND OFFICE. 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, October 22, 1863. 
SIR: In accordance with the resolution adopted on the 28th February, 1~55, 
by the Senate of the United States, the following is submitted as an abstract 
of the annual report under this date from the General Land Office for the 
year 1863. The report presents-
!. Preliminary views respecting the sale and disposal of the public lands, 
indicating the legislative care taken to protect the interest of" actual settlers 
by pre-emption enactments on lanus ~urveyed, unsurveyed, offered and 
unoffered ; the liberal policy in regard to military services; institutions of 
learning; works of internal improvement; swamp lands. 
2. Exhibits the area disposed of during the year ending 30th June, 1863, the 
quarter ending 30th September, 1863, for cash, by locations with bounty 
land warrants under the homestead law, for railroads, and under swamp 
grant, with the aggregate surveyed public lands on 30th September, 1863, 
offered, unoffered, and then unsold. 
3. Submits the rulings of the department on important questions arising under 
the homestead law, with recommendations so to amend the act as to reach 
persons absent in the military and naval service of the United States. 
4. Exhibits details under agricultural and mechanic colleg·e law; also, 
5. Under military bounty land laws, from the Revolution to latest legislation 
on the subject. 
6. Grants for railroad purposes. 
7. Review of swamp land operations. 
8. Des Moines river grant. 
9. Sales of public lands under proclamation of the President, and restoration 
of lands heretofore offered, but which have been kept out of market. 
10. Progress of the public surveys. 
11. Indicates the mode of proceeding in regard to small unsurveyed islands. 
12. Action had in regard to claims in the Winnebago Reserve, Blue Earth 
region, Minnesota. 
13. Results in regard to donations in Oregon and Washington. 
14. In relation to California titles-the proceedings ordered respecting the 
survey of the Soscol Ranch, &c., with recommendation for the adjust-
ment .of foreign titles in New Mexico. 
15. Reservation and town site interests. 
16. Shows the action had by the General Land Office on the Catholic Mission 
claim, at Vancouver, Washington Territory. 
17. Exhibits the extent of adjustments made of accounts. 
18. Changes in district land offices. 
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19. Treats of the great mineral interests in the public domain, and is acc~mpa­
nied-
20. By copious extracts in regard to the mineralogical and mining interests of 
the Pacific coast from a report submitted to the governor of Nevada by 
William P. Blake, esq., commissioner to represent the mineralogical and 
mining interests at the Industrial Exhibition in London. 
21. Transcript of letter, dated September 29, 1863, from the undersigned to the 
Secretary of the Interior, presenting objections to the views as to the 
mining interests in California, as submitted in the annual report of the 
United States surveyor general for that State. 
22. Tables and statements exhibiting details. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. M. EDMUNDS, Commissioner. 
Ron. JOHN P. UsHER, 
Secretary of the Interior. 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, October 22, 1863. 
Sm : The following report is designed to exhibit an outline of the operations 
of this branch of the public service for the last fiscal year, and for the quarter 
P-nding 30th September, 1863. It is accompanied by tabular exhibits, indica-
ting, in detail, results growing out of the disposal of the public lands for cash, 
by locations under the several laws granting land bounties for military services, 
by entries, under the homestead act of May 20, 1862, and under special enact-
ments of general interest. 
By the Constitution of the United States, the sole power is delegated to Con-
gress of disposing of the public domain. In the early history of the government 
measures were prescribed for ascertaining valid titles derived from the former 
governments from which we acquired territory, then · carefully segregating pri-
vate rights and laying open the public domain, first to public sale and then 
private entry, the latter on a credit and at a minimum in excess of the lowest 
price' now admissible by law. Then in tlre progress of events the national legis-
lature took cognizance of actual settlers, gave precedence and preference to 
them in the purchase of the public lands, not subjecting them to compete at 
public auction with ordinary purchasers, but, on very liberal terms and at the 
lowest price, allowing them to secure title to actual settlements. 
'!'his policy continued Tetrospective until after the operation of the pre-emp-
tion law of 1830, and its supplements, and up to the passage of the permanent 
prospective pre-emption system by act of September 4, 1841. Whilst that law 
has, like all 1·emedial legislation, been liable to abuse, it has secured titles to a. 
million of our citizens to their homes at lowest rates. It took hold of lands 
ojfered and unojfered. It opened up the richest and fairest fields to the actual 
l!lettler. The instant the pre-emptor put his foot upon a tract, under the law, 
his title had a legal inception to become complete, provided he complied with 
the requirements of statute as to hona fide actual continuous settlement. Then 
another step was taken by laying open the one thousand four hundred and fifty 
millions of public domain, whether surveyed or unsurveyed, ojfered or unojfered, 
to the actual settler ; later legislation discarding pre-existing theories of tres-
pass upon the public lands so far as actual settlers are concerned. Upon offered 
land the pre-emptor bas a year's credit; whilst settlers are allowed to enter 
the rich and almost boundless fields of the public domain even before survey 
under the protection of the law, to continue there until the surveyor has passed 
his chain over its surface and established the public landmarks by legal divi-
sions and subdivisions; then it requires of him the filing of a declaration upon 
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unoffered lands as the first step, giving him a reasonable period to do this after 
the return of the township plats, and the usually long credit for the period which 
supervenes from rendition of plats to the day of public sale. . Congress have 
also dealt with lands which had been in market ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-
five, and thirty years, and upwards, by reducing these to actual settlers at low 
rates, down to an eighth of a doUar per acre. This benign policy, however, led 
to abuse and speculation, and Congress rescinded the law, yet not without indi-
cating a continued interest in the actual settler in passing the homestead act of 
1\fay 20, 1862, by which every citizen can secure a farm comparatively without 
cost beyond nominal fees. 
Then, again, Congress, in the younger land States and in the Territories, have 
duplicated the school grant, conceding the 16th and 36th section for the noble 
purpose of educating the people, and giving vigor and power to the elements of 
a free government. · 
In furtherance of th.e policy of advancing the settlement of the West, we have 
the munificent grant of 500,000 acres to each of the land States for internal im-
provements, land grants for universities, for railroads, which already span several 
States, the railways constructed upon the basis of the proceeds of public lands, 
and finally for a grant of fifteen and a half millions of acres to the Pacific railway, 
which is destined to strengthen, unite, consolidate, not merely the interests, 
material, industrial, and commercial, of the Atlantic and Pacific, but of that 
empire inland region which exists between these oceans. 
:Besides these measures, Congress, by the acts of March 3, 1849, and Septem-
ber 28, 1850, and its supplements, have conceded to certain States the swamp 
lands within their limits, the aggregate selected thus far reaching nearly fifty-
eight millions of acres. In addition to these appropriations, nearly sixty-five 
millions of acres have been granted for military services in the revolutionary 
war, war with Great Britain, Mexico, &c. It would require too much detail 
even to glance at the multitude of grants for benevolent and educational pur-· 
poses, the last prominent one being that for the support of agricultural and me-· 
chanica! colleges, equal to the loyal States of six millions seven hundred and' 
eighty thousand acres. 
This policy; thus enlarged, indicates the design of Congress not to look to. 
the public lands as a source of direct revenue, but rather, by encouraging a'ctual 
settlement and important works of internal improvement, to quicken the settle--
ment of the country, and, by inc1·easing individual wealth, secure na'tional riches· 
and prosperity. 
The result is, that for the year ending June 30, 1863, the aggregate cash sal"es' 
amounted to 91,354.10 acres, and $136,077 95. 
For the quarter ending September 30, 1863, the cash sales 
were.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . • 70,557..87 acres~ . 
.Amounting to $90,092 55. 
For the year ending June 30, 1863, there were disposed of, 
by bounty land locations . . . . . • . . . . . . . .......... . 
For the quarter ending September 30, 1863 .......... . 
For swamp lands approYed for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1863 . ................•..................... 
For ditto for the quarter ending September 30, 1863 . ... 
For railroad purposes for the year ending June 30, 1863. 
For ditto for the quarter ending September 30, 1863 ..... 
Taken up under the homestead act of May 30, 1862, 
which went into operation January 1, 1863, for the 
464.,682 acres .. 
101,267 acre& .. 
30,724.51 acre~;. 
none. 
1,338,949.31 acres· .. 
287,499.34 aeres~ 
-----
year ending June 30, 1863...... . . • • • . . . . . . . . • . . . 1,040,988.51 acres. 
' 
' 
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Entered under same act for quarter ending September 30, 
1863. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415,526.45 acres. 
Making au aggregate dispoeed of under the homestead to 
September 30, 1863. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,456,514.96 acres. 
= = 
Total of all classes disposed of for the five quarters end-
ing September 30, 1863...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,841,549.09 acres. 
The aggregate quantity of surveyed lands offered, unoffered, 
and undisposed of on September 30, 1863, was ....... 133,487,495 acres. 
Consisting of offered lands ............... , .......... 83,265,919 acres. 
Unoffered ........................................ 50,221,576 acres. 
It may be here suggested, that since our national difficulties began, nearly two 
millions of men have been withdrawn from the fields of labor, and are in arms. 
The wide and rich fields of" ag1:iculture have, consequently, not been opened 
during the last year, in the ratio in which our past history shows actual settle-
ments to have been extended; yet the enterprise and genius of our people in 
these times of intestine commotion have been stimulated in the mechanic arts 
and mercantile pursuits, and these to our country have resulted in direct and 
immediate prosperity. 
It is a fact to be noticed in our progress as a nation, that the public mind at 
one time is directed to the acquisition of real estate; prices rise, and real prop-
erty is everywhere sought after. rrhen, again, as at this stage in our nation's 
history, capital takes a different direction, seeking investments in stocks, mu-
nicipal, local, State and national. 
It will not escape the observation of statesmen that the time is not far distant 
when faction will be silenced, and the great body of the American family 
will seek remunerative employment in the immense fields of our national domain. 
'l'hen this branch of the public service will in the future, as in the past, be 
called upon to prepare titles for the increasing population which already is set-
ting in at the most distant points. The actual settlers are the piuneers-the 
restless frontier men-who have explored and subdued the wilderness. 
It is our duty to vindicate this class of our people, maintain them in their 
privileges, and to excltJ,.de the designing, who would seek farms without tilling the 
soil, and without identification with the same, except for the purposes of specu-
lation and profit. 
I recommend, therefore, legislation to the effect that no pre-emption be recog-
nized in which the settlement is not continuous, and at least for the period of 
one year upon unC?_fj'ered lands, and for the whole year on qffered lands from the 
date of settlement. And further, that settlers upon unoffered lands shall be re-
quired to prove and pay up within two years from the date of settlement. It 
is recommended that the special and restricted terms in regard to pre-emptions, as 
found in the act of CongTess, approved June 2, 1862, establishing the land offices 
in Colorado, be repealed, and that the rights of claimants in that territory shall 
be regulated by the general provisions of the pre-emption acts of 1841 and 1843, 
and the 7th section of the act appro-v-ed May 30, 1862, to reduce the expenses of 
the survey and sale of the public lands. 
Before the repeal of the graduation act of 1854, a considerable number of 
entries had been made under that law, in which the proof of actual settlement 
and cultivation has not been produced, and consequently they remain on our 
files in suspense. · 
By the act of Congress, approved March 3, 1857, "to confirm certain entries 
of land therein named," it is ordered that all such entries "made prior" to said 
act of 1857, "in which the purchaser has made the affidavit and paid the pur-
chase-money, as required by said act and the instructions issued, and in force 
and in the hands of the register at the time of making said entry, are" thereby 
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"legalized, and patent shall issue to the parties respectively, excepting those 
entries under said act which the Commissioner of the General Land Office may 
ascertain to have been fraudulently or evasively made." 
The law of 1857 operated in terms only retrospectiveTy. The suspended cases 
under consideration originated since the said act of 1857; I therefore recommend 
that this law be extended so as to embrace all bona fide entries made prior to the 
repeal of the graduation law by the 3d section of the act of Juno 2, 1862, vol. 
12, page 413, or, that power be delegated to the board, under the acts of 1846 
and 1856, to dispose of all such claims on an equitable basis. 
THE HOMESTEAD LAW. 
The act of Congress approved 20th May, 1862, to "secure homesteads to ac-
tual settlers on the public domain," did not by its terms become effective until 
1st January, 1863. Since that time it has gradually gone into operation; 
numerous questions having arisen in its practical bearing, and been determined. 
Cases are frequently presented in which, on uno:ffered lands, there is a consid-
erable excess over the quantity, one hundred and sixty acres, limited by the 
statute. Treating the homestead as not involving a less liberal policy than 
the pre-emption, claimants have been allowed to pay for such excess, where the 
tract is less than the smallest legal subdivision, at the ordinary minimum of 
$1 25 per acre. As there is nothing in the law interdicting claimants who are 
owners of lands as pre-emptors, or otherwise, from entering under the home-
stead, the department has recognized landholders as entitled to its benefits. 
In the 6th section of the law there is a proviso, that "all persons who may 
have filed their applications for a pre-emption right prior to the passage of this 
act, ~all be entitled to all the privileges of this act." 
Two different classes of pre-emptors have applied for the privilege of trans-
muting their claims into homestead: 
First, those who had filed pre-emption declaratory statements prior to 20th 
May, 1862, the date of the homestead law. For this class the statute makes 
express provision, and their right is unquestioned; but the other, or second class, 
are those who have filed declarations since the passage of said act. In regard 
to these, it is held that the law extends no such privilege, and consequently we 
have no legal authority for allowing them to ignore the pre-emption, and take 
the land under the homestead. 'rhat law carefully avoids interfering with the 
1tatus of pre-emptions which originated after its passage. Under the pre-emp-
tion law the claimant becomes a party to a contract with the government, to pur-
chase under a liberal credit, either with cash or by location with warrant, a spe-
cific parcel of land. The Mttler takes the initiatory step of filing his declara-
tion; the government withdraws the tract from disposal to others, and holds it 
in a state of isolation until the requirements of the pre-emption law are fully 
met by proof and legal consideration,· whether in cash or warrant. 
Where there is a failure to make good the title under such circumstances, 
and the department thereupon adjudges forfeiture, the land is restored to market, 
after public notice, and laid open to free competition. 
A question has arisen as to whether an individual owning and living on eighty 
acres has the right, under the homestead to take a vacant contiguous eighty-
acre tract at $2 50 per acre; if not, whether he can claim forty acres at the 
double minimum. The first point has been ruled negatively-the latter affirma-
tively; it haYing been held by the department that the first section of the statute 
"limits the maximum quantity to one hundred and sixty acres of the minimum 
value, or eighty acres of the double minimum; but the generality of the clause 
is restrained by the proviso, which forbids the owner and occupant of land from 
acquiring one hundred and sixty acres of adjacent land, and expressly limits 
the extent to so much as, added to that already owned and occupied, would not 
exceed that quantity." 
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In the second section of the homestead act, there is a stipulation as a prere-
quisite to the legal inception of a claim, that the applicant shall "make affidavit 
before the said register or receiver that he or she is the head of the familyr or is 
twenty-one or more years of age; or shall have performed service in the army 
or navy of the United States; and that he has never borne arms against the 
government of the United States, or given aid and comfort to its enemies; and 
that such application is made for his or her exclusive use and benefit; and that 
said entry is made for the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation, and not, 
either directly or indirectly, for the use or benefit of any other person or persons 
whomsoever." 
A.s there are, doubtless, many citizens of the classes contemplated by the 
statute who are in the military and naval service of the United States, and conse-
quently unable to do the personal acts at the district land office which the law re-
quires, remedial legislation is recommended, whereby the wife or representative of 
any such party shall have the right to take the requisite preliminary steps, with a 
view to give legal inception to a homestead claim in behalf of the principal, who 
may be in the land or naval service of the United States. 
It is further submitted, that the homestead act be so amended that parties en-
tering lands under its provisions shall pay the full commissions of the register 
and receiver, when the entry is made, instead of paying, as required by the 
statute, only one-half of said commissions at time of entry, the balance having 
to be paid when the final certificate is issued, at the end of five years. . 
The commissions now paid at the time of entry is, for 160 acres of. $1 25 
land, or 80 acres of $2 50 land, $2, and for less quantities of land in propor-
tion. The full amount of commissions on that quantity of land would be $4. 
It is not conceived that the additional payment at the time of entry, of $2, 
would in anywise interfere with or lessen the quantity of land which will be en-
tered for homesteads ; neither would it more than compensate for the labor re-
quired when the application is tendered, and the entry made. 
For the compensation of the register and receiver for issuing the final certifi-
cate, the principle established by the sixth section of the aet, approved 30th 
May, 1862, (Stat., vol. 12, page 409,) requiring a fee to be paid in donation 
cases, might be applied to these claims, viz: 
That on the issuing of the final certificate for 160 acres of $1 25, or 80 acres 
of $2 50 land, the parties be required to pay a fee of $2, and in like propor-
tion for issuing certificates for less legal subdivisions, in the same ratio. 
AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANIC COLLEGE GRANT. 
By the act of Congress approved 2d July, 1862, Congress has made provision 
for "donating public lands to the several States and Territories .which ·may pro-
vide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts;" the law 
.authorizing the grant of 30, OiJO acres for each senator and representative in 
Congress, according to the apportionment by census of 1860. 
Under this law the whole quantity which falls to the "loyal States" (accept-
ing,) in "place," and in "scrip," is as follows: 
1st. In "place "-acres, 1,500,000-that is, the States holding public lands 
within their limits are required to take such lands in satisfaction of their claims 
·under the grant. 
2d. In "scrip "-acres, 5,280,000-which the States not holding public 
lands are to receive and dispose of to assignees, who may locate according to 
.certain stipulations in the act; the proceeds of sale to subserve the purposes of 
the law. 
The States which had accepted prior to 30th September, 1863, are the fol-
lowing: 
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In "place." 
Iowa ................. . 
l{ansas ................ . 
Michigan .....•....... . ·. 
Minnesota ............. . 
Wisconsin .............• 












New York .....•.....• 
Pennsylvania ........ . 
New Jersey .......... . 
Massachusetts ........ . 
New Hampshire ...... . 












Total acres . . . . . . . 3, 7 50, 000 
Requiring twenty-three thousand four hundred and thirty-five· pieces of scrip, or 
some ninety volumes of records. Special certificates, with printed forms of selec-
tions, have been duly furnished to the States authorized to make selections 
within their limits; and the work of issuing scrip to the other States has pro-
gressed with great rapidity, the whole complement due Rhode Island, Kentucky, 
Vermont, and New York having been prepared, whilst all due the other States 
above mentioned, it is expected, will be despatched to the proper destinations 
before the end of December next. 
MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS UNDER THE SEVERAL LAWS OF CONGRESS. 
The aggregate quantity of public lands set apart by Congress for military 
services, and hereinbefore alluded to in round numbers, is ascertained to em-
brace, up to the 30th September, 1863, acres 64,976,772, which includes lands 
appropriated in satisfaction of services in the Revolution; in the war of 1812, 
with Great Britain ; for Canadian volunteers, for the war with Mexico, act of 
1847, and under the laws of 1850, 1852, and 1855. 
There have been located under the said bounty land acts of 1847, 1850,1852, 
1855, inclusive, for the year ending 30th June, 1863, acres 464,680; located 
with warrants during quarter ending 30th September, 1863, (part estimate,) 
101,267; total, 565,947. Under said bounty land acts of 184 7, 1850, 1852, 
1855, there were issued prior and up to 30th September, 1863, warrants 
538,064, covering acres 58,969,430; of which, on the 30th September, 1863, 
there were outstanding 63,221 warrants, covering 6,751,700 acres. 
LANDS IN THE VIRGINIA MILITARY DISTRICT. 
A mode of di~posing of such portions of these lands as are unconceded is pre-
sented in House of Representatives bill No. 747, reported 17th l!.,ebruary, 1863, 
"to re-open the land office in the Virginia military district of Ohio, and for 
other purposes," to which the attention of Congress is respectfully invited. 
'rhere are many entries lawfully made in this military district prior to 1st 
Janua1·y, 1852, for which patents cannot issue by reason of the limitation in the 
act of 3d March, 1855, (Stats., vol. 10, page 701,) restricting the time for the 
rendition of surveys and warrants to 3d March, 1857. It is submitted that this 
restriction should be repealed, so that patents may issue for lawfully made 
entries of the class indicated, 
SCRIP LAW OF 31ST AUGUST, 1852, FOR THE SATISFACTION OF VIRGINIA 
LAND WARRANTS. 
Under this law, scrip has been issued up to 30th September, 1863, for 
acres 942,902~ ~. a small amount of which was issued during the present year. 
8 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
The claims now on file unacted upon cover acres 148,598. These are sus· 
pended-some for intrinsic defects in proof, others because claimed by parties in 
the insurrectionary States. In addition to this, it is estimated that there are 
outstanding warrants unsatisfied, covering 100,000 acres. 
WARRANTS FOR SERVICES IN THE REVOLUTION, AND IN THE WAR OF 1812. 
The act of 23d June, 1860, (Statutes, val. 12, p. 90, chap. 202,) limits the 
period for the location of such warrants to 23a June, 1863, which limitation 
should be repealed, these being outstanding obligations which should be satis· 
fied. The authority, also, for the issue of these classes of warrants, as conferred 
by the act of 8th February, 1854, (vol. 10, page 267, chap. 10,) expired by 
limitation on the 26th June, 1858, and should be extended in view of the meri-
torious military services which were rendered. 
By the treaty of 1826 with the Pottawatomies, there was granted to the 
children of Stephen Johnson a half section of land. Different legislative acts 
were passed with a view to satisfy this cJaim by location, under one of which 
this half-section claim was laid on a tract in the vVyandott Reserve, which lo-
cation was held invalid~ 
The act of Congress approved February 9, 1863, ordered a reference of the 
case to the Court of Claims, to determine the value of a half section within the 
boundaries of the cession by the Pottawatomie treaty, interest to be added from 
February 2, 1841, and thereupon determine what amount of scrip should be 
issued in lieu of the claim. 
On March 5, 1863, the court adjudged that there were due the heirs as in-
demnity, acres 11, 904, for which land scrip has accordingly been issued. 
GRANTS FOR RAILROAD PURPOSES. 
There have been certified to the States for the year ending June 30, 1863, to 
aid in the construction of railroads, as follows, viz: 
Iowa .......................................•.... 
Michigan ........................................ . 
}linnesota ..............................•......... 





Making in the aggregate.................... 1,338,949.31 acres. 
Under the several railroad grants made in the years 1856 and 1857, the fol-




~finnesota ...................................... . 
Wisconsin ...................................... . 
Florida, same as last report ....................•... 
Alabama ....................................... . 
Mis~i~sippi ................... . .............. . .. . 
LouiSiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 








Making a total of......................... 12,758,845.34 acres. 
========= 
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SWAMP LANDS. 
The first statute which dealt with this interest was the law of 1849, in rela-
tion to Louisiana, a large extent of the territory of which was annually overflowed. 
Along the Mississippi, the a1luvial margin is from one to two miles wide; and 
to prevent the inundation of that river, an artificial embankment or levee sys- / 
tern had been resorted to-extending, on the east side of the river, from forty 
miles below New Orleans to a distance up the river of one hundred and eighty 
miles, and on the west side generally to the Arkansas boundary. 
To aid Louisiana "in constructing the necessary levees and drains to reclaim 
the swamps and overflowed lands therein," Congress, by the act of March 3, 1849, 
granted to that State "the whole of those swamps and overflowed lands which 
may be, or are, found unfit for cultivation." 
The general government, in the spirit of enlarged public policy, conceded 
this class of inundated lands to aid in the construction of permanent levees, 
with a view to secure private property, and also as a sanitary measure. 
Then followed the law of September 28, 1850, extending the grant to enable 
the "State of Arkansas to construct the necessary levees and drains to reclaim 
the swamp and overflowed lands therein," the fourth and last section of which 
enlarged the grant so as to embrace "each of the other States of the Union in 
which such swamp and overflowed lands, known and designated as aforesaid, 
may be situated." vVhen this measure had its origin, and before it became gen-
eral, the grant was estimated as taking some five millions of acres. 
At an early day (1851) in the administration of the act, a decision was ren-
dered by the then Secretary of the Interior, that the law was a grant in pra3senti. 
Whilst this class of lands was unsegregated, the laws for the public and private 
sales and location of the public lands were in active progress. The result was 
that multitudes of conflicts arose, growing out of entries and locations made by 
individuals of lands which afterwards were selected and claimed as swamp. 
With a view to protect individual sales and locations in conflict with the 
swamp grant, which, under the said decision, took precedence, Congress deemed it 
proper to intervene by act, approved 3d March, 1855, conferring authority for 
the recognition and patenting of such sales, and at the same time stipulating in-
demnity in cash for sales which had been made by the United States of lands 
claimed as within the swamp grant of 1850, and in other land for tracts of that 
class taken by individual locations. 
From the few millions estimated as the quantity which would be taken by 
the swamp interest, at incipient legislation, to the aggregate referred to in the 
foregoing in round numbers as nearly fifty-eight millions, the accompanying 
tables will show the precise quantity selected : 
To September 30, 1863, acres .............. , ...•....... 57; 9~3, 737.40 
Of which, up to that date, there bas been approved to the States, 44, 528, 835.53 
Whilst under the indemnity authority of the act of March 3, 
1855, extended by act of 1857, there has already been paid 
out of the treasury on account of lands sold by the United 
States, but which had been claimed as swamp, the sum of.. $342, 837 64 
And special certificates have been issued to States for acres . . 219, 372.08 
to be taken on otlzer public lands in lieu of tracts covered by United States 
bounty land warrants. · 
In extending, by the act of March 12, 1860, the swamp grant of 1850 to the 
Sta~~s of Minnesota and Oregon, which had been admitted into the Union sup-
l!equent to the original grant, Congress have laid down two important and just 
principles, essential indeed to the successful and harmonious administration of 
the various laws under which the land system is in operation; and these are, 
first, that the grant shall not include any lands which the government "may 
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have rese:vved, sold, or disposed of (in pursuance of any law heretofore enacted) . 
prior to the confirmation of title to be made under the authority of said act;" 
and, second, fixing a liberal limitation for the time of selection. 
The effect of these principles will be to avoid conflict, protect the treasury 
from reclamations in money and new lands, and close operations in regard to 
swamp selections in the several States within a reasonable and fixed period. 
Indemnity claims, both of money and new locations, are still coming in before 
the department, with immense masses of ex parte testimony, all of which, so 
far as relates to operations antecedent to the act of 1860, will be disposed of by 
this office, under the pre-existing laws of 1855 and 1857, and the ruling of the 
department. 
In connexion with this subject, it is submitted whether a more thorough and 
just administration of the swamp interest might not be secured by further 
legislation, so amendatory of the existing system as will require the right to be 
established, with formalities similar to the requirements under the pre-emption 
laws. 
DES MOINES RIVER GRANT. 
Under the act of the 8th August, 1846, entitled "An act granting certain 
lands to the Territory of Iowa to aid in the improvement of the navigation of 
the Des Moines river, in said Territory," the department certified 271,572.24 
acres situated above the mouth of the Raccoon fork, to the State of Iowa, which 
made sale of the same. 
The Supreme Court of the United States, at its December term, 1859-23d 
Howard, page 66-in the case of the Dubuque and Pacific Railroad Company, 
plaintiff in error, vs. Edwin C. Litchfield, decided that the State of Iowa, under 
the Des Moines' river improvement grant of the 8th August, 1846, had, no valid 
title to any of the lands above the mouth of the Raccoon fork of the Des 
Moines. 
In view of this judicial settlement of the principle, the department, under the 
railroad grant of May 15, 1856, to Iowa, and pursuant to the decision, bearing 
date April 10, 1862, of the Secretary of the Interior, certified to the State of 
Iowa, for the benefit of certain railroads which traverse the river route, above 
the mouth of Raccoon fork, 233,453 acres. 
Congress, by joint resolution approved March 2, 1861, (Statutes at Large, 
vol. 12, page 251,) declared "that all the title which the United States still 
retain in the tracts of land along the Des Moines river, above the mouth of Raccoon 
fork thereof, in the State of Iowa, which have been certified to said State im-
properly by the Department of the Interior, as a part of the grant by act of 
Congress approved August 8, 1846, and which is now held by bona fide pur-
chasers, . under the State of Iowa, be, and the same is hereby relinquished to 
the State of Iowa." The effect of this joint resolution is to quiet, or confirm, 
the title of the State of Iowa to bona fide purchasers within the limits of the 
grant of 1846, and outside of the railroad grant of 1856, but, according to the 
ruling of the Secretary of the Interior, did not interfere with the grant for rail-
road purposes under said act of 1856. 
Subsequently Congress passed an act, July 12, 1862, "to confirm a land 
claim to the State of Iowa, and for other purposes."-(Statutes, vol. 12, p. 543.) 
That act extends the Des Moines river grant of the 8th August, 1846, so as to 
embrace the odd-numbered sections within five miles of the Des Moines river, 
fiOm ~he Raccoon fork to the north~rn boundary of the State of Iowa, to be 
applied according to the provisions of the original grant, except that Congress 
give assent to the application of a portion thereof to aid in the construction of 
certain railroads, according to an act of the general assei;Ubly of the State of 
Iowa, approved March 22, 1858. The aforesaid act of July 12, 1862, further 
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provides that, "If any of said lands shall have been sold, or otherwise disposed 
of, by the United States, before the passage of this act, excepting those released 
by the United States to the grantees of the State of Iowa by the joint resolu-
tion of the 2d March, 1861, the Secretary of the Interior is directed to set 
apart an equal amount of lands in said State, to be certified in lieu thereof," 
with a proviso for indemnity trust-fund, where the State may have sold and 
conveyed, and the title should be found invalid. In adjusting the grant, under 
this act of July 12, 1862, in connexion with the joint resolution of March 2, 
1861, it is found that the whole area of the grant amounts to 558,001.16 acres, 
and that 329,070.41 acres of the above had been "sold and otherwise disposed 
of by the United States," before the passage of said act of 1862, and for which 
the State is entitled to indemnity. Preliminary lists of sections and parts of 
sections, in "place," have been made and sent to the local land offices in Iowa 
for comparison and examination, and a special certificate authorizing the selec-
tion of 300,000 acres of indemnity lands was issued to said State, April 25, 
1863, thus placing the grant under the original and subsequent legislation in 
train of final adjustment. 
SALES OF PUBLTC LANDS ORDERED STNCE DATE OF LAST REPORT, PURSUANT 
TO PRESIDENT'S PROCLAMATION NO. 693, DATED MARCH 20, 1863. 
There were offered at Vancouver, Washington Terri-
tory, August 3, 1863 ......................... . 
There were offered at Olympia, Washington Territory, 
August 3, 1863 ........................... · ... . 
There were offered 4tt Ionia, Michigan. August 3, 1863, 
There were offered at East Saginaw, Michigan, August 
3,1863........... . . . . . ......•.............. 
There were offered at Topeka, Kansas, August 3, 1863, 
There were offered at Humboldt, Kansas, August 3, 
1863 .....................•...••............ 
Total ......•. · ..•••......•...........••.. 
1, 222, 358.05 acres. 
1, 782, 421.36 " 
21, 123.97 " 
16, 9l5.37 " 
128, 000.00 " 
17,000.00 " 
------
3, 187, 818.75 acres. 
------------
Lands restored to market, having been heretofore proclaimed, as follows : 
.At Ionia, Michigan, Ma'y 25, 1863 . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . 52, 984.25 acres· 
East Saginaw, Michigan, May 25, 1863 . . . . . . . . . 3, 212.68 " 
" Chillicothe, Ohio, May 25, 1863 . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 22, 623.27 " 
Total ...•.......•...•••.....•.•.••••..••• 78, 820.20 acres. 
PROGRESS OF THE PUBLIC SURVgYS. 
The aggregate areas of all public lands, and private land claims, surveyed 
in the land States and Territories up to the 30th June, 1862, were reported by 
the surveyors general, under instructions from this office, and published in my 
last report. Our annual instructions to the surveyors gtmeral in 1863, require 
them thereafter to include in their annual reports a statem'ent showing the ex-
tent of surveys actually executed in each subsequent fiscal year. r.rhe tota\ 
number of acres of public lands reported surveyed within the last fiscal year is 
2,147,981.54. 
A tabular statement showing the aggregate area surveyed prior to 30th J nne, 
1862, in the several States and Territories, the number of acres surveyed within 
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the fiscal year endiug 30th June, 1863, and the area of the public domain re-
maining unsurveyed, bas been compiled, and will be found in another part of this 
report. 
Iowa. 
There was no field-work to be done in this State the past year, the surveys 
having been previously closed. The archives of the surveyor general's office, 
relating to Iowa, can be readily put iri a condition to be handed over to the 
proper authorities of the State whenever the legislature shall provide for re-
ceiving them, in conformity with the act of Congress approved 22d January, 
1853. 
Wisconsin. 
The surveyor general reports all the surveys contracted for out of the appor-
tionment for the year ending 30th June, 1863, with the exception of three 
townships, completed and paid for. 
Two contracts have been made, amounting in the aggregate to the whole sum 
apportioned for the present fiscal year, and embracing the subclivision of twenty-
two townships. These townships are situated between ranges 4 and 11, east, 
and the 3d and 4th correction lines, and were selected by the surveyor general 
on account of the pine timber upon them, which is reqnired to supply the mills 
on the Wisconsin river, and was being cut off by trespassers. 
There remain the exterior lines of thirty-five townships, and the subdiviRion 
of ninety-one full and fractional townships, to be surveyed to complete the pub-
lic surveys in the State. 
For the reasons stated in the explanatory notes accomp nying the table of 
estimates, this office recommends the appropriation of $42,000 to complete the 
l!!urveys in vVisconsin. 
The private claim, containing six hundred and forty acres, within the military 
reserve at Green Bay, confirmed to Francis Lavonture, has been surveyed, and 
the plat and the transcript of the field-notes- returned to this office. 
An agent was sent out by this office. in August last, under instructions to 
examine the military reserve of l!..,ort Howard, and the Fort Crawford military 
tract, and report plans for their subdivision, with a view to carry out the pro-
visions of the act of 3d 1\iarch, 1863. 
:Full instructions for the survey of these military tracts, based upon said report, 
were mailed to the surveyor general on the 2d day of October, instant. 
Illinois and Missouri. 
Some small fragmentary surveys have been made dnring the fiscal year. It 
was found that much more labor was required than first supposed, to com-
plete the unfinished work of the surveyor general's office of Illinois and Mis-
souri. 'l'he office, therefore, has been kept open up to and including the month 
of October. The archives are now in a condition to be banded over to the re-
spective State authorities whenever the legislatures shall have provided for re-
ceiving them, as required by the act of Congress approved January 22, 1853. 
The surveyor general has been ordered to place them in the custody of the re-
corder of land titles, who occupies the same room with the surveyor general in 
the custom-house building. No further expenses for salaries or incidentals will, 
therefore, be required, in connexion with that office. 
JYiinnesota. 
Owing to the Indian disturbances in Minnesota, only two fractional townships 
have been subdivided under the appropriation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
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1863. One of the parties, having a contract for the subdivision of thirteen town-
ships and fractional townships, amounting to $4,000, is now in the field, and 
the surveyor general thinks will complete his contract before the close of the 
season. 
The contract of Brockman & Meyers, under the same appropriation, amount-
ing to $1,000, has been canceled, in consequence of their inability, on account 
of the Indian troubles, to execute the work. 
The surveyor general has made two contracts, embracing the subdivision of 
twenty-two townships, amounting in the aggregate to the whole of the appro-
priation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1864, including the $1,000 unex-
pended of the appropriation of the preceding year, resulting from the surrender 
of the contract of Brockman & Meyers, and again refers to the necessity for sur-
veying the pine lands. 
Dakota Territory. 
The surveying operations in Dakota for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1864, embrace the exterior lines of forty~eight townships, and the subdivision of 
twenty townships, located nearly in a square body between the Big Sioux and 
Dakota rivers and the 43d parallel, and 43° 301 north latitude. The work is 
progressing under three contracts, which will absorb nearly the whole of the ap-
propriations for surveys in that 'rerritory. 
Bonhomme island, in the Missouri river, in Dakota, and Rush island, in Ne-
braska, have been surveyed, and the plats and transcripts returned to this office. 
'The surveyor general urges the necessity for establishing several small mili-
tl!try posts in the 'rerritory, for the protection of the inhabitants against attacks 
from roving bands of hostile Indians. 
'The Territory is represented as in a prosperous condition. 
The area of Dakota has been largely curtailed since last report, by the act of 
Congress setting off the western portion into the new 'rerritory of Idaho. 
Dakota now contains 148,932 square miles, or 95,316,480 acres. 
Kansas and Nebraska. 
The surveying operations in Kansas and Nebraska have absorbed the appro-
priation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, and four contracts, amount-
ing in the aggregate to $24,500, have been made under the appropriation for 
the. present fiscal year. 
The surveys are being carried forward in the immediate v-icinity of the Pa-
cific railroad route. The whole of the means appropriated for the present yea1.· 
are being thus expended. At one time the deputies apprehended difficulty with 
the Indians, and were consequently delayed, but are now in the field, and the 
surveyor general thinks will complete their work during the month of October. 
That officer again calls attention to a strip of land about ten miles wide, 
lying south of the present surveys, and north of the Cherokee, Neutral, and 
Osage Indian lands, and extending from the Missouri State line west about one 
hundred and fifty miles, which he thinks should be surveyed, and submits the 
propriety of making a treaty with the Cherokee and Osage tribes for the pur-
chase of the lands occupied by them, that they may be surveyed and brought 
into market. 
The Indian title to the strip referred to by the surveyor general has not been 
extinguished, being· embraced iu the lands of the Cherokee, Neutral, and Osage 
Indians. 
A liberal appropriation is required for the extension of the public surveys in 
Kansas and N ebra::;ka tho ensuing year, which should be chiefly expended along 
the route of the Pacific railroad. 
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Nebraska was diminished in area by setting off all that portion west of the 
27th meridian, west from Washington, into the new Territory of Idaho. The 
present area of Nebraska is 7i),995 square miles, or 48,636,800 acres. 
Colorado and Utah. 
There have been surveyed in Colorado, under the appropriation of $5,000 for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, 54 miles of standard lines, 114 miles of 
township lines, and 420 miles of subdivisional work, at an actual cost of 
$4,918 82. The subdivisional surveys comprise the first seven townships sur-
veyed in the Territory, and contain an aggregate area of 161,064 acres. 
Twenty-four miles of standard lines and 640 miles of subdivi.::lion lines, com-
prising six more townships, are now in progress, under the appropriation for the 
present fiscal year, and 366 miles of township lines have been completed and 
returned to this office. 
The amount of land in the Territory capable of cultivation, over which the 
Indian title has been extinguished, is estimated to exceec11,000,000 acres. The 
Territory is represented as having received unusual increase in its agricultural 
population the past year. 
No proposition is submitted for surveys in Utah. 
Oregon. 
No contracts for public surveys in this State were made during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1863. The surveyor general states that he was unable to pro-
cure competent deputies at the rate-$8 per mile-established by the organic 
act, but has finally succeeded in contracting for surveys, though .at too late a 
day to complete the work the present season. On account of the increased 
expenses of living and the ruling high wages, the surveyor general recommends 
that the price for base and standard lines and guide meridians be increased to 
$13 per mile. 
The increase in population east of the Cascade mountains is represented as 
unprecedented in the history of the settlement of the State, occasioned by the 
continued discovery, of extensive gold fields. That portion of the State now 
contains from 40,000 to 45,000 inhabitants, and it is estimated that the number 
will reach 50,000 before the close of the year. 
Three permanent roads are being constructed through the passes of the Cas-
cade range to facilitate trade and the furnishing of supplies. One of these roads 
is nearly completed, and an extensive trade is already established over it. In 
view of the rapid increase in population, the surveyor general estimates $26,600 
for continuing the public surveys for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, and 
thinks this sum will not be adequate to the actual demand. This office recom-
mends the appropriation of $20,000. 
Washington Territory. 
Three townships not completed at the date of the surveyor general's last 
report, have since been subdivided. There have also been surveyed under 
contracts made subsequent to said report, exterior lines equal to twenty-one 
townships, and the subdivisionallines of twenty-nine townships and fractional 
townships. 
Thirty-six miles of standard parallel lines have been run. 
The boundaries of four military reservations have been retraced, and the lines 
of the public surveys closed upon them. 
A large portion of Washington Territory has been set off, and now consti-
tutes a part of the Territory of ·Idaho, reducing the area of the former to 
69,994 square miles, or 44,796,160 acres. 
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Idaho. 
This newly erected Territory embraces 208,878,720 acres. No surveying 
district has yet been established, nor surveyor general, appointed for this Ter-
ritory. Some surveys will doubtless be required during the next fiscal year, 
for which estimates are submitted in their appropriate places. 
California and Nevada. 
Surveyor general reports the progress of the surveys of public lands situated 
in the valleys bordering on the great lines of travel eastward to Nevada and 
the Atlantic States, mainly in the neighborhood of the Henness Pass route, in 
California, and in the Truckee River valley, in Nevada Territory. Also the 
survey of private land claims, principally such as were demanded by the decrees 
of the United States courts amending former surveys. He calls attention to the 
necessity of defining the out-boundaries of the Walker and Pyramid Lake In-
dian reservations, comprising the most valuable agricultural lands in Nevada, so 
that the remainder of those lands, not included within the reservations, may be 
subdivided to meet the requirements of the agricultural and mining population. 
There is reported as having been expended for surveying operations during 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, in California, $9,423 97, and in Nevada 
about $4,500. Surveys have also been made, at the expense of the parties apply-
ing for the same, under the lOth section of the act of 1\iay 30, 1862, amounting 
to $3,632 65. 
A re-calculation of the area of California, from the best data in possession of 
this office, shows that the State contains 158,687 square miles. 
New Mex·ico. 
Owing to the disturbed state of the country, no public surveys have been 
made in New Mexico during the last fiscal year; consequently, the service has 
been confined to office work, of limited extent, and the surveyor general, on 
the recommendation of Hon. John S. Watts, the delegate in Congress, approved 
by this office, has made a reconnoissance of a portion of the Territory, with the 
view to ascertain the localities requiring the extension of the public surveys. 
He was directed to make explorations to the headwaters of the San Juan 
and Gila rivers; also along the Rio Grande, south of Fort Craig, to ascertain 
the locality, richness, and extent of the various silver, gold, and copper mines, 
and report the result of his observations to this office, to be communicated to 
Congress. The explorations liave been completed. 
The territorial limits of New Mexico have been greatly reduced by the erec-
tion of the western portion into a separate Territory. The present area of New 
Mexico is 121,201 square miles, or 77,568,640 acres. 
Arizona. 
All that part of the former Territory of New Mexico lying west of the 32d 
meridian, west from Washington, was erected into a separate Territory, styled 
Arizona, by act of Congress approved ],ebruary 24, 1863. A surveyor gen-
eral has been appointed, who started in August last for Tucson, which was 
designated by the President for the present location of the government offices 
of that Territory. No report has been received from him since his departure. 
STATE AND TERRITORIAL BOUNDARIES. 
The contract for establishing the 46th parallel of north latitude, constituting 
the common boundary of Oregon and Washington Territory, between the 
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Columbia and Snake rivers, by series of astronomical observations, and of sur-
veying and marking the same on the face of the earth in the most durable man-
ner, by erecting suitable monuments and planting mile and half-mile posts, 
including also the extension and closing of the fractional township lines between 
the public surveys in Washington Territory and said boundary line, was let 
on the 25th day of April, 1863, to an astronomer of known reputation and 
ability, for the sum of $4,500, appropriated June 25, 1860, for such purpose, 
and a scientific party started for the field early in June last. It is expected 
the work will be completed the present season. 
The 37th parallel, constituting the boundary between Kansas and the Indian 
Territory, has been established under the direction of the War Department, 
and should, at an early day, be extended west between the Territories of Col-
orado and New Mexico. The uncertainty as to the exact locality of t)lis line 
prevents surveying operations in its vicinity, and gives rise to conflicts of 
jurisdiction. 
The 42d parallel, so far as it constitutes the boundary between Oregon and 
California, ought to be established at an early day. 
The eastern, western, and southern boundaries of Idaho, the boundary line 
between New Mexico and Arizona, that between Arizona and U tab, between 
Utah and Colorado, between Colorado, Kansas, and Nebraska, between Utah 
and Nevada, between Nevada and Oregon, and the eastern boundary of Cal-
ifornia, remain to be established at some future period. 
SMALL UNSURVEYED ISLANDS. 
Applications are of frequent occurrence for the survey and entry of small 
islands, over which the lines of the public surveys had not been extended. 
The value of such islands is generally so inconsiderable as not to warrant the 
department in incurring the expense of surveys, because the proceeds from sales 
would not reimburse the government. In order, on the one hand, to relieve the 
public from expense, and on the other to enable individuals to obtain title, the 
following regulations have been adopted. 
'J.1he party desiring the survey is required \o file with the surveyor general his 
application, describing the island, indicating its distance from the nearest main 
shore of the river, and the width of the channel between the island and main 
land or shore, with the estimated area of the island, and character of its soil. 
The application must be accompanied by the corroborating testimony of one or 
more disinterested citizens of the county, with a guarantee for the payment of 
the cost of survey. Thereupon the matter is examined by the surveyor general, 
, and if that officer is satisfied that the island is fit •for agricultural purposes, or 
valuable for its timber, and upon his demand the cost of the survey is deposited, 
the survey is ordered according·ly; and upon the return thereof, official diagrams, 
duly approved, are sent to the district and General Land Office. 
'l'he initiative, and payment by the applicant, however, confers no preference 
in the purchase of the island, which, upon its survey, falls under the general laws 
and regulations for the sale of the public lands, and is laid open to free competi-
tion, yet liable to any inceptive right under pre-emption or homestead. 
WINNEBAGO HOME RESERVATION, 1\H:NNESOTA. 
Under the second article of the Winnebago treaty of the 27th February, 
1855, a tract of country on the Blue Earth river, Minnesota, equal to eighteen 
tniles square, was set apart for the home of the Winnebagoes. . 
The original Indian title to the lands embraced in the reservation was extin-
guished by the treaties concluded with the Sioux, July 23 and Angust 5, 1851. 
By the first article of the treaty of April 15, 1859, it was stipulated that 
the eastern portion of the reservation was to be allotted in severalty to the 
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Indians; and by the second article of · same treaty the western part was 
to be sold, with any surplus in the eastern portion, under the direction of the 
Secretary ofthe Interior. Subsequent to the extinction of the original Indian 
title, and prior to the setting apart of the Winnebago home reservation, cer-
tain parties had settled as pre-emptors upon portions of the lands subsequently 
embraced within the limits of the reservation. After the reservation had been 
set apart, these settlers represented that, by reason of the establishment of the 
reservation for the Indians, they had been· forced from their settlements, and 
subjected to loss and damage by the destruction of their improvements. 
For the relief of these settlers the act approved July 14, 1862, was passed 
by Congress; and in view of this Jaw, and to carry out its provisions, instructions 
dated September 4, 1862, were despatched from this office to the register and 
receiver at St. Peter's, Minnesota, within whose district these lands are situated, 
requiring the local officers, after public notice, to hear and adjudge such claims 
as should be presented, under the law, within the time· prescribed in the 
instructions, and to make report thereon. 
On the 3d January, 1863, the register and receiver reported twenty claims 
heard and adjudged by them in favor of the claimants, as their right of pre-
emption, and for damages, set up by the parties. 
With our report, dated 22d July, 1863, of proceedings, the claims were sub-
mitted to the department, and was followed by the decision, bearing date the 
6th October, 1863, of the Secretary of the Interior, in which it is held: 
"That the treaty, which is the supreme law of the land, granted the eighteen-
mile tract to the Winnebagoes for a permanent home;" 
'rhat " at the time of this grant the title to the lands in the United States 
was undisputed;" 
'.rhat " there was no exception· in favor of pre-e~p,tors holding inchoate 
rights. 'l~he grant was absolute. The subsequent treaty and act of Congress" 
(21st February, 1863) "above referred to, directing t};le disposal of these lands, 
require, without exception, the sale of them for the bene:(it of the Indians;" 
And that "the department was bound to execute these laws." 
Instructions have accordingly beeh issued to the regit\ter and receiver at St. 
Peter's, Minnesota, directing them to notify the pre-emptors within said reserve 
of the rejection of their claims, and this terminates the action of the General 
Land Office, under the statute, so far as the subject is referable to the same. 
OLD SETTLEMENT DONATIO~S IN OREGON AND WASHINGTON. 
By the act of Congress approved September 27, 1850, pro'?ision is made for 
the survey and granting donation to settlers of the public lands in Oregon. 
The act of 14th February, 1853, amendatory of the said act of 1850, pro-
vides that in lieu of the term of four years' continued o'ccupation after settle-
ment, required by said act, the claim:tnts shall be nermitted, after two years' 
continuous residence and occupation, to pay for their lands at the rate of $1 25 
per acre, and subsequent legislation still further reduces this time to one year: 
By the aet of 2d March, 1853, establishing the territorial government of 
Washington, part of the then Territory of Oregon was detached and consti-
tuted the Territory of Washington, and by the sixth section of the act of 17th 
July, 1854, all the provisions of the donation law were extended to the latter 
Territory. The issue of donation certificates at the district offices under the 
former system was done in the ordinary administrative routine, and without 
special fees, until such fees, 'on a liberal bas-is, were allowed by act of 30th l\Iay, 
1862. 'rhe result is, that in Oregon, embracing until 1853 the region both 
within the limits of that State and the present Territory of Washington, the 
whole number of donation ceTtificates issued in a period of twelve years prior 
to 30th May 1862, was 1,439, whilst the issue within fifteen months since is 617. 
2 I 
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Tn Washington, from 17th July, 1854, the date of the extension of the pro-
visions of the donation law over that Territory, to 30th May, 1862, nearly eight 
years, the number of certificates issued was 295. During the fifteen months 
which have elapsed from 30th May, 1862, there have been issued 125. 
These results show the increased expedition in the issue of these donation 
certificates, under thefie system of the sixth section of the act of Congress 
approved 30th May, 1862, instead of merely leaving the service to the ordinary 
progress of business at the local land offices under large fixed salaries without 
such fees; the new system having, by a horizontal rule, placed the salary and 
compensation of the officers of the Pacific slope and New Mexico on the same 
basis as other similar officers elsewhere in the United States, with the addition 
of specific fees in donation cases. 
TITLES IN CALIFORNIA UNDER SPA~ISH AND MEXICA~ GRANTS. 
By the act approved 3d March, 1851, Congress created a board of land 
commissioners in California for the adjudication of claims derived from the 
former governments of Spain and Mexico. The law authorized all cases to be 
taken before the district courts by appeal from the decision of the board, and 
thence to the Supreme Court of the United States. The mode and time for 
taking appeals were modified by the twelfth section of the act of Congress ap-
proved 31st August, 1852 (Statutes, vol. 10, page 99,) and by the act of Con-
gress approved June 14, 1860, "to define and regulate the jurisdiction of the 
district courts of the United States ii+ California in regard to the survey and 
location of confirmed private land claims," authority is deleg·ated to the courts 
to hear objections, review, revise, and modify the surveys of claims finally con-
firmed. It is the duty of the General Land Office to prepare patents for all _ 
such confirmations-a work involving a critical examination of the foundation 
and progress of each case from its inception to the final confirmation of the 
title, and also of the survey, and to carry into the United States grant a com-
plete detailed history of each title. 
Since the commencement of operations under the law, to 30th of September, 
1863, there have been received at this office r.etnrns of confirmed ranchos, including 
4,134,297y0°0 acres, of which patents, covering nearly two thousand folio pages, 
have been issued for upward of two million three hundred and thirty thousand 
acres. The work of the issue of this class of patents is steadily progressing, and 
despatched as promptly as the nature of such cases will allow. 
By the act approved 3d of March, 1863, "to grant the right of pre-emption 
to certain purchasers on the Soscol ranch, in the State of California," authority 
is given for the survey thereof and the adjustment of individual interests. Ac-
cordingly, under date of lOth of April last, the surveyor general at San Francisco 
was directed to extend the lines of the public surveys over the Soscol, and at 
the same time full instructions were despatched to the district land officers for 
their government in the examination and adjustment of the interests involved. 
TITLES IN NEW MEXICO. 
In referring to the Spanish and Mex.ican titles in California, it is in place to 
suggest the importance of provision being made by law for the final adjudica-
tion of foreign titles in New Mexico. It is an indispensable necessity that private 
rights under treaty should be ascertained and segregated from the pulic lands. 
Nothing gives more confidence to a country than stability of titles. Foreign 
grants and ancient settlements in the different portions of our country derived 
from foreign governments have been settled by boards of commissioners and by 
the courts upon liberal principles prescrib~d by acts of Congress. Multitudes 
of confirmations of titles of this class are yet unpatented, but we are ready to 
deal with them in that respect on demand, as we are with all applications for 
patents under Indian treaties which may be presented for acknowledged and 
confirmed locations. 
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RESERVATIONS AND TOWN SITES. 
By the act of Congress approved 3d of March, 1863, for "increasing the 
revenue by reservation and sale of town sites on public lands," it is made "the 
duty of the President of the United States to reserve from the public lands, 
whether surveyed or unsurveyed, town sites on the shores of harbors at the 
junction of rivers, important portages, or any natural or prospective centres of 
population;" and it is declared "that when, in the opinion of the President, the 
public interests require it, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior 
to cause any of said reservations, or part thereof, to be surveyed into urban or 
suburban lots of suitable size, and to fix by appraisement of disinterested per-
sons their cash value, and to offer the same for sale at public outcry to the 
highest bidder, and thence afterward to be held subject to sale at private entry 
according to such regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may pre-
scribe," &c. 
Under this law the President, on March 10, 1863, ordered that a tract of land 
one mile wide and :five miles in length, along the Straits of Fuca, contiguous to 
Port Angelos, in townships 30 and 31 north, ranges 6 and 7 west, W ashingtou 
Territory, should be reserved as a town site, and, with a view to carry out the 
intentions of the law, directed said reservation, except so much as may be 
needed for light-house purposes, to be surveyed into suitable urban and suburban 
lots. Orders were, consequently, issued by this office to the surveyor general to 
contract with a competent deputy to survey this reservation in accordance with 
general instructions. 
The surveying department was also desired to make a separate contract witlil 
the same deputy to subdivide all that portion of township 30 north, N. R. 6. 
west, which is arable land, suitable for agricultural or grazing purposes, ~nd 
outside of said reservation. 
Pursuant to these instructions, a return has just been received of a portion of 
the survey of the premises, consisting of thirty-eight blocks, constituting the 
town site proper; also, eleven out-lots on the tongue of land or ''sand spit'~ · ex-
tending into the sound. 
MISSION CLAIM. 
Important interests at Vancouver, Territory of Washington, have been under·· 
examination by this office, in which have been drawn in review the Catholic 
mission claim of St. James to 640 acres, embracing United States military. 
fortification at that place, containing improvements valued at a million of dollars; 
the town Site of Vancouver, and a portion of an individual claim. known. as 
Widow Short Donation. 
The mission confirmation is claimed in virtue of the second proviso of the act 
of Congress approved August 14, 1848, "to establish the territorial govern-
ment of Oregon "-the second proviso being to this effect, "that the title to the 
land not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, now occupied as missionary 
stations among the Indian tribes in said Territory, together with the improve-
ments thereon, be confirmed and established in the several religious societies to 
which said missionary stations belong." 
In November, 1862, the vicar general, representing the mission. laid, before 
this office certain transcript papers, apprehending that the origina1s had been 
lost. Thereupon the whole matter was examined, and the result made known 
in a report dated lOth November, 18G2, to the department; subsequently the 
papers were returned here that certified transcripts might be pt·octued from the 
surveyor general at Olympia, Washington Territory, the copies filed being in-
fonnal, and that the decision of the General Land Office might take the form 
of an official letter to the surveyor general, so as to be the basis of an appeal. 
Accordingly verified transcripts were called for, have been received and exam~ 
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ined, from which we find that the military reserve had been established in 1849, 
under the sanction of the auth01·ities of the Hudson Bay Company, whose 
rights had been protected by the conventions of 1818 and 1827 with Great 
Britain, and by the 3d article of the treaty of 1846 with that power; that at 
the time the law of 1848 was passed, confirming mission claims, the premises 
were not liable to grant by the United States, because encumbered by the Hud-
son Bay Company's possessm·y rights; that as those rights expired by limita-
tion in 1859, the title of the United States became complete; and hence, on that 
basis, this office has held that the proprietary interests of the United States be-
came absolute, the legal provision of 1848, as to missionary stations uot taking 
hold of lands acknowledged at that time and for years afterwards to be held in 
virtue of the possessory interests of the British company. 
The decision of this office has, therefore, been rendered in an official letter to 
the surveyor general, overruling his decision in regard to the mission, holding 
the Vancouver town site and Short Donation as unaffected by said mission, and 
liable to be dealt with as matters wholly between the United States and those 
parties. Our decision, however, being subject to an appeal to and the final de-
termination of the Secretary of the Interior. 
ADJUSTMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF REGISTERS ANU RECEIVERS. 
The accounts of receivers of public moneys, and as disbursing agents for the 
various district land offices, as also the accounts of the United States sur-
veyors general, have been adjusted as far as returned to this office. 
'l'he accounts for the two and three per cents due the States on the net pro-
ceeds of the sales of public lands are usually adjusted annually, or on being 
called up by proper authority, when the proceeds are such as to make it an ob-
ject to the State to have the money. 
Accounts have been adjusted between the United States and the States en-
titled to the 2, 3, and f) per cent. bonds, accruing to the latter upon the net .-_:>ro-
ceeds of the sales of the public lands situated within their limits, the particu-
lars of which are shown in the following exhibit: 
"'"' .S$Cl .£2M § ~f-g .a> NumberR, dates, and amounts of .... ~ . >'0~"-'.-d ]~~rg :@:! ~en o ~ s~~ warrants iHsued in favor of States 8~P~cE ~ ..p ::::::$ for payment of balances reported · 
,.c::1;!-'::s 
OQ.)!=l~ ~"a 1) 
States. ~ 8;s ~: g~ e..:: g..; ~~ 83 aA ascertained from the books of 0~~ ....,<.>::S the treasury. 




~_g§;g. ~_g§;g. t\0"-< .... t\1)00 No. Date. Amount. 
A P=l P=l <11 
Missouri. ..... ---- Dec. 31,1862. $2,089 47 $3,134 20 $5,223 67 -------- Not paid ..... ---------· 
ll'l:ichigan. ________ ------do ______ ----------- ------------ 1,67612 ------·- .... do ________ ... ______ _ 
Wisconsin ________ ...... do ______ ------------------------ 250,13911 ------·· .... do ................. . 
Minnesota .. _ ..... Dec. 31, 1861. . -- ........... --........ 948 07 8109 July 8, 1862 $948 07 
lllinois .... - ..... -. Dec. 31, 1860 . ... - ..... -.. 293 75 ......... -.. 5518 :May 29, 1861. 293 75 
Arkansas~-------- ...... do ...... ------------------------ 19,634 75 ........ Not paid ............. .. 
Alabama . ___ .. _.. Dec. 31, 1859. 2, 882 99 4, 324 49 7, 207 48 f ~~~~ J I Oct. 17, 1860. 7, 207 48 · 
Mississippi.._ ...... -.- .. do.----- 4, 903 24 7, 354 87 12, 258 11 f !~~~ J Dec. 13, 1860 . 12, 258 11 
Louisiana ... - .. - ... - ... do.-.- ... -.- ..... -- ... --- .. --. -. 13, 382 09 3990 Oct. 25, l8GO . 13, 382 09 
Florida ................. do ...... -----------·------------ 3,028 10 Not paid ............. .. 
Iowa ................... do ...... ------------------------ 4,189 95 ............ do ................ .. 
Ohio .. _. _ ... _ .... Dec. 31,1856 .. - ....... -.. 19 04 ......... -.. 9255 Mar. 29, 1859 . 19 04 
Indiana----·- .......... do ...... ------------ 47 12 ............ -------- Not paid ..... --·-------
California ......... Not entitled .......................... --·-------··-------- ...................... .. 
~~~~~~ _._._._._._._.: ::: -~-0-~~d~~~~~~: ::~~:~: ::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :·:: :::~: :: 
9,875 70 I 15,173 471317,687 45 --------!-------------- 34,108 54 
*Upon inquiry at the Treasury Department it is ascertained the $19,634 75 reported due the State of Arkan-
sas has been transferred to the payment of the interest due on the bonds of said State held ·by the Smithtionian 
Institute. Payment to the State of Missouri is suspended, awaiting a certificate from the governor ao to the 
name of the State treasurer . 
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Appended to our report on the account for the State of Wisconsin is the 
following note, viz : " In view of an opinion of the AttornAy General of the 
United States, dated 24th July, 1852, (Opinions, vol. 5, page 547,) upon the 
question submitted to him July 19, 1852, whether the grant to the Territory 
of Wisconsin by the act of 1838, (Statutes, vol. 5, page 245,) to aid in opening 
a canal to unite the waters of Lake Michigan with those of Rock river, ought, 
according to the provisions of the 8th section of the act of .1841, (Statutes, 
vol. 5, page 455,) to be included or computed as part of the 500,000 acres 
granted by the last-mentioned act, for purposes of internal imp1;ovements; no 
payment of the aforesaid balance of $250,139 11 will be made to the State of 
Wisconsin." 
Amount due the United States by the State of Wisconsin on 
account of the Rock river canal grant (act of June 18, 1838,) $303, 579 55 
From which deduct amount of five per cent. fund accruing to said 
State on 31st December, 1862............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 250, 139 11 
Net indebtedness of the State to the United Statfls on 31st 
December, 1862 .............................•.......• 53,440 44 
In adjusting and reporting the Iowa five per cent. fund account a note to 
this effect is appended: "r:I,here is an excess in the lists of lands approved 
to the State of Iowa, over the quantity authorized by the internal improve-
ment grant of 500,000 acres, which excess is more than equal, at the minimum 
rate per acre, of the sum to,hich the State is entitled under the 'adjustment;' 
and hence it was suggested that the sum above mentioned be merely passed to 
the credit of the State, but that no warrant for the payment of the same shall 
issue until the proper course shall bt'> determined upon in regard to the said 
excess to protect the interest of the United States, and the Comptroller duly 
advised thereof by this office." · 
The act of 5,th September, 1850, admitting California as one of the States of 
the Union, makes no provision for the allowance of a percentage upon the net 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands within her limits, nor is such an allow-
ance authorized by any subsequent law. In the case of Oregon and Kansas, 
the expenses and repayments have exceeded the amount of receipts, and hence, 
in those cases, no accounts have been reported. 
rrhe same state of things exists in the other States mentioned in foreg<;>ing 
exhibit, where the accounts have not been brought up to 31st December, 1862. 
The two per cent. fund, accruing to the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
appears to have been expended in the construction of roads leading to said 
States. 
'l'he agent of the State of Illinois made application for the two-fifths of the 
5 per cent. fund under the act of April 18, 1818, (vol. 3, page 428,) claiming the 
same should be paid over to the State of Illinois under that act and the subse-
quent law of March 3, 1857, entitled "An act to settle certain accounts between 
the United States and the State of Mississippi and other States." 
The application was submitted to the Secretary of the Interior, and on the 
31st August last the honorable Judge Otto, Acting Secretary, rendered a decision 
adverse to the application, on the grounds-1st, that the two-fifths were rflserved 
by Congress, and, in accordance with a compact with the people of the State, 
to be expended in the construction of roads, and that Congress had fully carried 
out that stipulation in the construction of the national road; 2d, that the act 
of 1857 only referred to permanent reservations for Indian purposes. 
On the application thereafter made for an adjustment of an account between 
the United States and the State of Illinois for the five per cent. fund under the 
act of 3d March, 1857, the department further decided, under date of 25th Sep-
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tember laBt, that the reservation of the two-fifths under act of 1818 extended 
also to the said act of 1857, an adjustment, however, to be made for the three 
per cent. fund on the permanent Inqian reserves within the limits of the State 
of Illinois. 
The amount expended for the construction of the national .road in Illinois 
was $739,879 99. 
The amount claimed as due the State of Illinois for the two-fifths under the 
first application was $474,119 70. 
'l'he amount adjusted by this office to the credit of the State under the last 
application was $1,565 80, being the three per cent. on $52,193 24, rating the 
aggregate 41,754.59 acres embraced in permanent Indian reserves, at $1 25 per 
acre. 'rhe aforesaid amount of $1,565 80 has accordingly been reported to the 
treasury as due the State of Illinois, and it is understood has since been paid 
over. 
CHANGES IN DISTRICT LAND OFFICES. 
Land office at Calhoun, 1\iissouri, was consolidated with Booneville, 1\iissouri, 
office, 12th February, 1863. 
The San Francisco, California, land district was enlarged by adding thereto 
certain portions of the Stockton and Humboldt districts, 18th February, 1863. 
Land office at Otter Tail City, Minnesota, was consolidated with the St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, office, 9th 1\iarch, 1863. 
Land office for Colorado Territory was established at Golden City, 11th 
1\iarch, 1863, and final instructions, &c., for opening the office were sent ~4th 
July, 1863. • 
Land office for Nevada Territory was established at Carson City, 11th 1\iarch, 
1863, and final instructions, &c., for opening the office, were transmitted 25th 
. August, 1863. 
Land office at Springfield, 1\iissouri, was consolidated with Booneville office, 
5th 1\iarch, 1863. 
Land office at Henderson, Minnesota, was consolidated with the St. Peter 
office, 4th April, 1863. 
MINERALS. 
Existing discoveries establish the fact that a greater amount of mineral wealth 
is to be found within the territory of the United States than in all other habit-
able countries. 
In the old States tl~is kind of property has passed into the possession of indi-
viduals and corporations, and has been so far developed as to determine, with 
reasonable accuracy, the localities of its principal deposits, whilst in the western 
States and Territories the government of the United States is still the sole pro-
prietor of this exhaustless property, the extent and locality of which is little 
more than indicated by a sparse population, and the developments which limited 
capital and insufficient exploration have thus far been able to accomplish. 
In these western States and Territories is found nearly the whole of the de-
posit of the precious metals within the limits of the United States, and the great 
elevated plateau which fills the intervening space between the confronting 
ranges of the Andes, known as the Rocky mountains on the east, and the Sierra 
Nevada on the west, may be said to contain the sources of this vast wealth. So 
far as is at present known, every stream and rivulet which flows from this great 
plain, or from either face of its mountain ranges, carries in its pathway conclu-
sive evidence that somewhere in its course it has traversed a golden bed. And 
the many thousands of tributaries which congTegated form the floods of the great . 
rivers, and the still greater number of rills which unite to form thes~ tributarie~,..-: 
carry in their valleys m1d gulches evidence incontestable of the same golden 
origin. 
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Upon this immense plateau and its flanking mountains are lifted Arizona, 
New Mexico, Utah, Nevada, and portions of Colorado, Idaho, Washington, 
Oregon, and California, giving to this elevated region about one million of 
square miles between latitudes 31° 4 7' and 49° north, with, to some extent, an 
independent system of rivers, lakes, and mountains. 
Idaho Territory, occupying the northern portion of this region, contains 
326,373 square miles, being more than six times as large as the State of New 
York. Until within the last three years it was uninhabited except by Indian 
tribes. The discovery of the mines in the British possessions, still further 
north, drew from the gold fields of California thousands of adventurers, who, in 
their search for the new El Dorado, discovered the placers of eastern Oregon, 
and Washington, and western Idaho. Since then the exploration of this new 
field has been constantly and rapidly pressed. lnourishing settlements and 
towns have sprung into existence, roads have been opened, rivers navigated, 
mail routes e&Jtablished, farm improvements commenced, and the attention of the 
monetary and commercial world attracted to the northern mines. The receipts 
of treasure from the mining districts at San Francisco, from the 1st to the 11th 
of September, 1863, was $1,500,000, one-third of which was from the mines of 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Carriboo. 
Eastern Oregon, and Washington, and western Idaho, are but the prolonga-
tion of the mineral regions of California and Nevada, and, with equal advantages 
of population and capital, may prove to be equally productive. In addition to 
the placer mines, now being worked successfully upon most of the streams, 
quartz leads have, te some extent, been discovered; and others must necessarily 
be found, as exploration is driven to the sources of supply. On the eastern 
slope of the mountains gold is found in paying quantities, and extensively dis-
tributed on the headwaters and tributaries of the 1\Iissouri and Yellowstone, and 
still further north, reaching to and beyond our northern boundary. 
Platina has been gathered in small quantities by the Indians in the streams, 
and it is believed by some explorers that extensive deposits of this valuable 
metal will be discovered. Copper and iron are known to exist in abundance, 
and salt is plentiful in many localities. Coal is found on the Upper Missouri 
and Yellowstone, and has been discovered upon the Pacific slope. 
'rhe higher mountain ranges of this region are bleak and barren. The lower 
hills are generally well wooded, and the soil of the valleys productive. The 
whole is watered by numerous streams and springs-the former, by the rapidity 
of their descent, affording immense water-power, which will ultimately prove a 
material aiel in B't'parating the rich mineral deposits from the sands and rocks 
with which they are associated. . 
The climate in the valleys is mild and salubrious; in the mountains and upon 
the elevated plains and hills cold, and the country subject to deep snows. In 
the southern portion of this region fruits, grains, grasses, and garden vegetables 
of almost every kind, are grown with success. In the northern parts only the 
hardier grasses, grains, and vegetables can be successfully cultivated in the 
sheltered valleys. The principal exports must come from the mines and forests. 
The mineral productions of California are of too wide a range, and too well 
known, to justify or require any extended notice. They cannot be rendered 
more conspicuous than they now are, except through a detailed, scientific explo-
ration and report; yet it may be rAmarked that, even in this well-known region, 
new and important discoveries are almost daily made. Sections of the State, 
hitherto comparatively neglected, are now known to contain rich deposits of the 
precious metals ; and it is yet to be determined whether the progress of dis-
covery in the various metals, and branches of mineral industry, will not fully 
compensate for the exhausted placers in the older mining districts. 
In reference to this subject, it will be found that the surveyor general of 
California, in his annual report, has dealt with the mineral land interest~ of that 
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State. Entertaining views wholly at variance with those expresF~ed by that · 
officer, I beg leave to refer, in connexion with this matter, to a communication 
which I had the honour to address to you under date of September 29, 1863, a 
copy of which will be found with the accompanying papers. 
With her long line of sea-coast, confronting the vast populations of the Pacific 
isle~ and the eastern continent, her splendid harbors, matchless climate, and 
varied mineral and agricultural productions, California must soon attain a com-
manding position in the commercial world. 
Next, and adjoining that great State on the east, is the Territory of Nevada, 
which has sprung into existence, as a political community, within the last two 
and one-half years, and yet in wealth does not stand second to any equal portion 
of the auriferous region of the Union. The activity in mining there, with such 
wonderful results, has attracted universal attention, carrying thithflr population, 
so rapidly on the increase, as to give promise of an early application for the 
admission of Nevada as a sovereign State. 
With accompanying documents are extensive extracts from a report made by 
W m. H .. Blake, esq., commissioner to represent, at the international exhibition in 
London, the mineralogical and mining interests of the Pacific slope, and which 
will be found full of interest. 
ARIZONA. 
Arizona, from its position and general geological features, so far as e.xplora-
tions have made them known, is believed to be stocked with mineral wealth be-
. yond that of any other Territory of equal extent in .the region under consider-
ation. 
The rich silver mines of Nevada on the north, of Sonora on the south, which 
(atter have been traced into and successfully worked in the southern part of the 
Territory, recent discoveries in the valleys of the Upper Colorado and its tributa-
ries, and in western New Mexico and eastern Arizona, all point to. this Terri-
tory as the grand centre of the immense mineral deposits of this region. The 
larg·er portion of this Territory has not been critically explored, but as it has 
been approached from either direction, the number and value of the known min-
eral deposits have been increased. 
A recent letter, addressed to the Hon. John S. Watts, from this section, holds 
the following language : 
"The country north of the Gila river is rich in gold, silver, and copper. In • 
the new mines there is plenty of timber, water, and grass. By an arrival to-day 
I learn that they have found diggings that pay $1,500 to the man. The place 
is called Antelope Creek, and is about 100 miles northwest of the Pimo 
Villages. I think we will have one of the finest countries in the world if we 
can have some help to keep the Apaches and people from Sonora out of the 
country. r.rhe miners have made by-laws prohibiting Sonorians from holding 
claims in the new mines, and will certainly try to enforce the laws they have 
made." 
In another letter, dated 2d August, 1863, and said to be reliable, the follow-
ing statements are made : 
"I arrived here the 25th July; and found this a very hard looking country. 
On this creek there is no wood, and only water enough for drinking purposes. 
'11here are about 100 Mexican~ and some 30 Americans, and they are making 
from $5 to $200 per day. One company of nine men have taken out fifty 
pounds of gold in ten days. The claim is situated on the top of one of the high-
est mountains in this vicinity. The gold is coarse, and is found from one to four 
inches below the surface. The tool most used is the butcher knife. I was up 
to the claim yesterday and saw two pounds of gold taken out in two hours. The 
gold is coarse-from one to eight ounces. Walker's Diggings are fifty miles 
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north of this, and i11 a different country, in which there is plenty of wood, water, 
and grass. About fifty men are at work there, making from $8 to $100 per 
day. One man has taken out $100 per day for the last twenty days. None 
make less than $8, and I think the average would be about $30 1 per day, each 
man. 
" The gold field is large. They have prospected one hundred miles, and every 
gulch and creek has gold in it, and there is no telling how much gold will be 
taken out. I worked one day and made $27 50." 
The statements in these letters are fully sustained by representations which 
have reached the Pacific coast from other and reliable sources, and great activ-
ity in consequence now exists in California in the formation of mining compa-
nies for operations in this new :field, and both mining labor and capital are readiLy 
and liberally enlisted for enterprises in this region. 
Some portion of these placers have, years since, been traversed by scientific 
explorers, and their contents described and calculated, their average produc-
' tiveness being estimated far below the indications mentioned in the foregoing 
extracts, yet the existence of gold in paying quantities was clearly stated, and 
its locality fixed. 
'I'his coarse gold, upon the tops of the ~ountains, does not indicate that it 
has been carried there by the action of water, .as is the case in the placers of 
California, Idaho, Arizona, and vV ashington, but that it is in position, loosened 
from its matrix by the disintegration of the surrounding rocks. Besides, this 
gold is not water-worn, but rough and angular, demonstrating that these moun-
tains are vast placers to the depth that disintegration has taken place, and that 
when this debris has been removed the lodes will be found and worked with the 
same result produced by the slower action of the atmosphere; not that the 
whole mountain is a quartz vein, but that it contains the veins which have pro-
duced the placer gold, and that these veins will continue to produce gold to 
the depth they shall be worked, and increase in richness as the work recedes 
from the surface. 
Similar in character are the quartz and gold hills in Colorado and Nevada, 
and, productive as these have been shown to be, the mountains of Arizona and 
western New lYiexico will exceed them in richness in the proportion that their 
placers are more productive. 
New lYiexico, occupying the same latitude and elevation of Arizona, and trav-
ersed by similar, "and in some parts by the same mountain ranges, is known to 
contain like mineral deposits, and in the western part they will probably be of 
equal value and extent. Relating to this section, a report, under date of 24th 
September, 1863, has just been received from the surveyor general at Santa }...,e, 
indicating in outline a reconnaissance made by that officer of the newly discov-
. ered gold placers upon the tributaries of the Colorado river. 
On the 9th July the surveyor general left Fort Craig, returning up the Rio 
Grande to Los Lunas, and proceeded thence, by way of Fort Wingate and 
'I'uni, to the San Francisco mountain, over the Beale or vVhipple road, which he 
intersected about forty miles west of Albuquerque. From the San Francisco 
mountain he proceeded a southwesterly course, and reached the mines on the 
19th August. He remained there ui1til the 31st of the same month, visiting .:;he 
different mining localities, extending from his camp in a southwesterly direc-
tion about forty miles, and to the east about ten miles. He reports this new, 
gold field as situated on the Hasiampa creek or ·river, Indian and Antelope 
creeks, ( affiuents of the Hasiampa,) and Lynx creek,. a branch of the Agua 
~rio river-all of them streams heretofore unknown to geographers. 
He found men at work mining at different points on the Hasiampa, from near 
its source, ten or twelve miles down the stream, but did not get from them the 
actual results of their labor. He was informed by several that, on nearly every 
claim worked to the bed-rock, gold was found. ::M:any claims on this creek were 
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abandoned for the time being for more prominent diggings elsewhere. From 
the best information he could obtain, those who remained and worked diligently 
were making fair miner's wages. About fifty men, citizens ofthe United States, 
were at work on this part of the stream. On Lynx creek there were about fifty 
men, also citizens, at work, and he was informed by Mr. George Coulter that he 
had taken from his claim between six and seven hundred dollars-had worked 
to the bed-rock over a space of 12 X 20 feet. Mr. H. H. Cummings, on the 
claim below and adjoining, had taken out four hundred dollars with much less 
lahor. Mr. Frank Finney, from the claim six hundred yards above, on the 
day the . surveyor general was at the diggings, washed out three and one-
half-ounces. Many were opening their claims ; some had no water, and, of 
course, were obtaining no gold; but he saw no one who had worked a claim 
down to the bed-rock, and had water, who wao not obtaining gold in remunera-
tive quantities. When Mr. Clark was at the mines, there was no water running 
in either the Lynx or Hasiampa creeks; but on most of the claims, when miners 
reached the bed-rock, a little water accumulated which enabled the miners to 
wash a few pans of dirt each day. 
On Indian and Antelope creeks he saw many persons engaged in dry-washing, 
as it is called, there being no water. Most of the miners on these streams are 
Mexicans from Sonora. Fair wages were generally reported. 
Between the Antelope and Indian creeks, on the summit of a mountain, two 
or three thousand feet above the valley, there is a placer of most extraordinary 
richness. The placer is situated upon the very summit of the mountain between 
two rocky peaks. Here there is a space nearly level, d~scending slightly towards 
the west, about one hundred yards in width by three hundred in length. Through 
this a quartz ledge crops out, running in a southwesterly direction, The solid 
rock on either side of this ledge is covered to the depth of a few inches only, 
with a reddish earth, and here Mr. Clark was informed by Mr. Jack Swilling, 
one of the six owners, that they had taken out twenty thousand dollars within 
a few weeks. r:rhere being so little earth upon the rocks, and no water within 
three miles, and the gold being all coarse, they found it the cheapest way to 
separate the gold from the earth by working with common butcher-knives, and 
the largest part of the gold was collected in that way, and by dry-washing. 
Mr. Clark has sent to this office some specimens from this placer. The largest 
piece found on this mountain weighed a little less than seven ounces. All of 
the gold shown him in this new fi~ld was what is termed "coarse gold," and 
very pure. 
The opinion expressed by Mr. Clark, in his letter to this office of 25th May, 
1863, concerning the mineral wealth of New Mexico and Arizona, has been 
greatly strengthened by his visit to these new discoveries. 'The miners whom 
he met were almotlt all anxious to muve east to the San :Francisco and Salt rivers, 
where, they say, there is abundance of water at all seasons of the year, wide 
valleys of fertile land, good timper, and they believe gold, silver, and copper in 
much greater abundance than where they are at present. It was necessary, 
however, for them to wait until they could muster a much larger force to contend 
with the Coyotro Apaches, who are numerous and hostile. 
The mountains throughout this new mining district are everywhere inter-
sected with quartz ledges, and 1t is believed that many of them are rich in gold 
and silver, but no assays had been made, and their value was unknown. On the 
upper portion of the Hasiampa, and on the branches of the Agua Frio, there is 
excellent pine timber, but none on the Lower Hasiampa, nor on Indian or Ante-
lope creeks. 
When the surveyor general was at the mines, there was no running water in 
any of the streams, but in all of them enough for drinking purposes, and in 
some there was sufficient for washing a portion of the time with pan or rocker. 
He was informed that in June last there was water running in the Hasiampa 
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and Lynx creeks, enough for sluicing, and the miners believed, from information 
received from the Indians, that there would be water from the melting of the 
snows in the mountains adequate for running sluices three or four months in 
the year. 'I'hcre was fine grazing over the whole country traversed from San 
Francisco mountain to within twenty miles of the western limits of the mines, 
with abundance of water for stock, and but very little lancl susceptible of culti-
vation, on account of the absence of permanent running water for irrigation. 
It was estimated that on the 1st instant there were in the "Weaver District" 
(which includes Antelope and Indian creeks and the lower diggings on the 
Hasiampa) one thousand persons, of whom more than eight hundred are Mexi-
cans from Sonora, and about one hundred in the "Walker District," embracing 
the Upper Hasiampa and Lynx creek. Much ill feeling existed between the 
Mexicans and our citizens, and the surveyor general fears they may have se-
rious difficulty unless a military f01~ce is stationed there to preserve order. The 
Indians surrounding the mines (the Tonto Apaches) were friendly at the time 
of his visit, but it was apprehended they would not remain so. ri'here are no 
civil officers there. 'I'he people have no restraining power over thetn-etch is 
a law unto himself-and the· consequence must be disorder and anarchy, until 
civil government shall be organized, or government shall send there a military 
force sufficient to keep the vicious and turbulent in subjection. 
Captain Pishon, commanding the surveyor general's escort, had with his 
command three wagons, all of which he took through without serious difficulty. 
In this last reconnoissance Mr. Clark travelled on a mule about one thousand 
three hundred miles, and endured much fatigue, but the journey was full of 
interest and not without excitement. His route for more than two hundred 
miles was through the country of the Navajo Indians, with whom we are at 
war, but they kept out of his way, and he was unmolested. 
Captain Pishon left his wagons at the mines, and the surveyor general and 
party returned with pack-mules, and, in consequence, he was unable to bring as 
large a number of specimens of the minerals and rocks of that ·section as he 
desired, yet he secured a few small specimens· of quartz taken from ledges in 
different parts of the mines, which he propm;es to send to this office at the first 
opportunity. 
Mr. Clark's communication is accompanied by a map of New Mexico and 
Arizona, with his route from l!.,ort Craig to the mines, and a brief sketch of the 
mineral region and the streams found there, drawn from his own observation, 
and information received from Mr . .A. C. Benedict, one of the discoverers, from 
Captain Walker and others. 
Besides the precious metals these Territories are rich in copper, iron, lead, 
sulphur, and salt; and coal, cinnabar, and tin are known to exist in several 
localities. 
'I'he climate of Arizona and New Mexico is dry, mild, and healthful; the soil 
of the valleys and plains very rich and productive with irrigation, but without 
which agricultural products cannot be successfully grown. 
This region is well adapted to the production of the more delicate fruits, and 
grapes especially are found in the greatest perfection, producing wines of a 
superior quality. 
CattJe and sheep are supported in great numbers upon the natural grasses of 
the plains and valleys, and it is believed that the pastoral and agricultural re-
sources of the country will be fully equal to any demand of the large mining 
population which this region is destined to contain. 
With such vast natural resources, of a character which yield immediate re-
turns for the investments of labor and capital, this section requires only ade-
quate protection from the depredations of Indian tribes, and facilities of commu-
nication with the valley of the Mississippi and the Pacific coast, to secure to it 
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that population and industrial enterprise which are essential to the proper and 
useful development of its great but at present useless and idle wealth. 
Colorado Territory, resting upon the headwaters of the Platte and Arkansas 
rivers and the western slope of the Rocky mountains, is rich in mineral wealth, 
containing gold, silver, copper! iron, coal and salt, alabaster, limestone, and 
gypsum. None but gold mines have been worked to any extent; these are 
proving remunerative both upon the placers and quartz veins. The coal fields 
will only be resorted to when the supply of wood for fuel in the vicinity of the 
mills and towns is exhausted. The copper and iron mines will not be worked 
until labor shall be cheapened by a more abundant supply. · 
Several hundred quartz mills are now in successful operation in this r_rerritory, 
and the quantity of gold produced is increased from month to month by the 
erection of new mills, opening newly discovered veins, and the accession of 
miners in the placers. The field for placer mining is much restricted by the 
inadeq nate supply of water and the extreme fineness of the particles of gold 
in many localities. 
In the southwestern portion of the Territory bordering upon Utah and New 
Mexico are extensive deposits of both gold and silver yet unworked, but 
offering· to the enterprising miner as liberal a compensation as any other locality 
which has been tested. 
rr~here· are large bodies of good . agricultuml lands in Colorado, the area or" 
which may be increased to the full extent that water for irrigating purposes 
can be obtained. At present the cultivation of the soil is confined principally 
to the valleys of the streams, and a few favored localities where irrigation bas 
been found to be unnecessary. 
The extension of the Pacific railroad westward will soon, as hereinbefore in-
dicated,. be favorably felt by every branch of industry in this Territory, and 
with the facilities which that improvement will· afford when carried to its 
western boundary the population and products of Colorado will be doubled. 
UTAH. 
Utah, being centrally situated in the mineral region, is believed to contain 
undeveloped mines of value, of both the precious and the grosser metals. But 
the great distance of this Territory from the older settlements, and the peculiarity 
of its people, have led to the earlier development of its agricultural and manu-
facturing resources, and the extent and value of its mineral deposits are com-
paratively unknown. 
Miners have in a few instances attempted explorations and practical tests, but 
the hostility of the resident population has been sufficient to check these enter-
prises up to the present time. The prejudices of the peculiar people who mainly 
inhabit this great central basin will ultimately be forced to give way to the 
onward march of legitimate enterprise, tracing the rich placers and leads, and 
marking the line of the inter-oceanic railway within their territorial limits. It 
is through the influx of population induced by these causes, rather than by 
statutory prohibitions, that the institutions of this people are to be made to 
assimilate with those of the surrounding communities. 
Much of this 'l'erritory is mountainous and barren, yet experience has demon-
strated that its agricultural resources are sufficient for the support of a large 
population, and the advance which has been made in this direction will facilitate, 
when the attempt shall be earnestly made, the explorations for and development 
of its mineral wealth. 
Thus far the policy of the government in relation to its' mineral lands has 
be~n~ .M-rely .ru~~~tive. The 'simple act of reservation from sale, or disposal by 
grant or otherwise, is the extent to which legislative direction has been interposed. 
Custom has accorded the right of free occupation to all, and, in the absence 
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of governmental rules or regulations, the same authority has been invoked, and 
has prescribed the size and tenure of mining claims, and laws for the adjudication 
of conflicting interests, which have in many instances received the sanction of 
the local and State tribunals. If such is to be the permanent policy of the 
government, it would seem that the vast interests involved might rightfully 
demand its recognition by authoritative enactments, thus giving greater perma-
nence and security to the labor and capital engaged in this branch of industry. 
If this policy is to be changed in any particular, it must be done with due 
regard to existing investments, and should be done while yet there is a large, 
unoccupied portion of public property, which may, without detriment to indi-
vidual rights, be brought within the purview of statutory regulations. · 
It is also proper to consider whether measures in relation to the mineral lands 
of the United States shall be assimilated to the policy which has prevailed in 
regard to other portions of the public domain, or whether (in view of the im-
mense value in this class of lands, and the peculiar characteristics of that value, 
the free homes that have been already tendered to our people, only awaiting 
their occupation, and the great, pressing, and growing national financial neces-
sities) a system should not be adopted which shall be just to existing interests, 
and at the same time place upon that portion of the nation's property and pro-
ducts an equitable share of the public burdens. 
• Until an enlightened and permanent policy covering these interests shall be 
·adopted by competent authority a feeling of insecurity will prevail in the 
mining districts, and the nation will be without revenue from or coutrol over the 
mineral lands of which it is the proprietor. 
In relation to this subject, the views and recommendations contained in the 
last annual report from this office are referred to and reiterated. 
On reference to those views, it will be found that in the judgment of this 
office it was necessary that a general reconnaissance of the auriferous region and 
personal examination and inquiry at several of the prominent localities on the 
Pacific and in the interior territories should be made, to the end that such au-
thentic data be obtained as would enable the department to combine and mature 
an ef-ficient system, whereby, whilst the interests of the miners might be pro-
tected and placed upon a satisfactory basis, the gpvernment would derive a 
revenue, so essential at this juncture of national affairs, when all the necessaries 
of life, with every industrial interest, is made by legislation to contribute to the 
national necessities. As the small appropriation suggested, as essential to the 
ends indicated, was not given, the matter in that respect remains in abeyance 
until the pleasure of Congress shall be indicated by legislative action. 
In connexion with the mineral interests, it is in place to acknowledge, which 
the undersigned takes pleasure in doing, the assistance we have received from 
scientific gentlemen in different parts of the country, who, with much labor, and 
at considerable individual expense, have collected valuable specimens and de-
Rpatched them to the department, where they are in progress of arrangement 
and classification, with the names of the contributors. I!...,rom such individual 
sources, also, we have been furnished with data of much importance, in aid of 
the efforts of the General Land Office to bring this important interest fully be-
fore Congress and the country. 
The foregoing, with the accompanying exhibits according to schedule here-
with, is respectfully submitted. 
Hon. J.P. UsHER, 
ScaetaTy qf tl~e Interior. 
J. M. ED:l\lUNDS, 
Commissioner. 
Oklahoma state Lfbrar;v 
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Sclwdule qf papers accompanying the annual 'report, dated October 22, 1863, 
from the General Land Office. 
No. 1. Extracts from Wm. P. Blake's report respecting the mineralogical and 
mining interests of the Pacific slope. 
No. 2. Statement of the surveying returns to this office for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1863, and for the quarter ending September 30, 1863. 
No. 3. Sales and other disposals of public lands during the five quarters ending 
September 30, 1863. 
No. 4. Statement exhibiting the quantity of land selected for the several States 
under the acts 9f Congress, approved March 2, 1849, and September 
28, 1850, up to and ending September 30, 1863. 
No. 5. Statement exhibiting the quantity of land approved to the several States 
under the acts of Congress approved March 2, 1849, and September 
28, 1850, up to and ending September 30, 1863. 
No. 6. Statement exhibiting the quantity of land patented to the several StJ;ttes 
under the act of Congress approved September 28, 1850. 
No. 7. Condition of bounty land business under acts of 1847, 1850, 1852, and 
1855, showing the issues and locations from the commencement of the 
operations under said acts to September 30, 1863. 
No. 8. Statement of public lands sold, of cash, &c., received therefor, of inci-
dental expenses thereon, and of payments into the treasury on account 
thereof, on July 1, 1852, and ending June 30, 1863. 
No. 9. Statement of public lands sold, of cash received therefor; number of 
acres entered under the homestead law of May 20, 1862; commissions 
received under 6th section of said act, and statement of incidental 
expenses thereon, and of payments into the treaf'lury on account thereof 
in the second half of the fiscal year, commencing July 1, 1862, and 
ending June 30, 1863. 
No. 10. Estimate of appropriations required for the office of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
No. 11. Estimates of appropriations for the surveying department for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1865. 
No. 12. Estimates of appropriations required for surveying the public lands for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
No. 13. Estimates of appropriations for the surveying department to supply 
deficiencies for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1863 and 1t564. 
No. 14. Reports of surveyors general and accompanying maps A to- inclusive. 
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No.1. 
Extracts from W. P. Blake's report respecting tke mineralogical and mining 
interests of tke Pacific slope. 
NEVADA. 
Wm. P. Blake, esq., commissioner to represent the mineralogical and mining 
interests of the Pacific coast at the international exhibition in London, 1862, 
submitted a very interesting and important report to the governor of Nevada 
Territory, in which is found the following general description: 
It is an elevated semi-desert region; its surface a constant succession of lon-
gitudinal mountain rallges, with intervening valleys and plains, most of which 
are independent basins, hemmed in by mountains on all sides, and the whole 
system without drainage to the sea. '.rhe general elevation of these valleys is 
over 4,500 feet above· the sea, and the mountains rise from 1,000 to 4,000 feet, 
and in some instances to 8,000 feet higher. 
In the same report the principal mining districts are described as follows: 
1st. The Virginia district; including Virginia City and the eastern slope of 
l\Iount Davidson, Cedar Hill, and the upper part of Six-Mile Canon. 
2d. '.rhe Gold Hill district, south of .Mount Davidson, including Gold Hill 
and the vein of the same name. 
3d. The Devil's Gate district, including Silver City and the mines on the 
sides of the lower part of Gold canon and beyond the Carson river. 
In addition, there are the Flowered district, the Sullivan, the Argentine, and 
the Galena districts. Further south the Esmeralda and Mono regions are also 
divided into districts. On Walker's river, two districts, called the "'V alker's 
River Mining District" and the "Pacific Coal District," have been marked out. 
In the new region of the Humboldt mountains, in the eastern part of th_e '.rer-
l'itory, there are also several districts; among them the Prince Royal, the Castle, 
and the Antelope. 
The Silver Star canon is said to be the principal locality for veins. New 
districts are being set off in all parts of the Territory wherever the army of 
prospectors find indications sufficient to justify it. 
The following descriptions of the Virginia district, of the Ophir and the Gould 
and Curry mines, of the Gold Hill district, Gold Hill vein, and notes on the Latrobe 
Tunnel, are also copied from the same report, and will serve as an indication of 
the magnitude of the work, outlay of capital, and the value of this great mining 
region. 
VIRGDUA DISTRICT. 
r.rhe Virginia mining district is established about the Comstock vein as a cen-
tre, and in(!ludes all the mines on the eastern slope of Mt. Davidson, and those 
on Cedar Hill, an adjoining elevation to the north. 
In addition to the Comstock lode, others have been discovereq and located on, 
and some opened by tunnels and shafts at various points. Of these, the princi-
pal are the VirgiJtia lode-which has a heavy crest-stone of quartz-the Argen-
tia, Vermillion, Durgan, Sacramento, Burning Moscow, and the Garibaldi and 
Potosi. 
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The Comstock vein is subdivided into the following claims, enumerated from ' 
N. to S.: . . 
Ophir. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 200 White & l\lurphy..... . . . . . . 210 
Mexican..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 Dick Sides. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500 
Ophir .................. , . . . 200 Belcher & Best. . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 
Central. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 150 Gould & Currey. . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 200 
Bryant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 Savage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800 
California. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 Norcross.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 400 
Central..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 Chollar. .................. 1, 820 
Kenny & Co..... . . . . . . . . . . • 60 Eastern slope .............. 1, 560 
Making, in all, 9, 000 feet, including portions, of course, not yet shown to be 
rich. Some of these claims will now be briefly mentioned: · 
OPHIR MINE. 
Owing to the greater amount of mining upon this claim, the general charac-
teristics of the Comstock lode are shown in it to better advantage than in either 
of the others. It is here seen to cut through the porphyry of !ft. Davidson in 
a nearly north and south direction, with a westerly dip of about 70 degrees. 
It risea to the surface within the limits of Virginia City, and the piles of ore 
thrown out from the tunnels are encroaching upon the streets. There was no 
outcrop or crest-stone visible, or but a slight one at intervals, the gangue or 
vein-stone being so soft and friable that it was completely broken down and 
mingled with the soil. 
The bold outcrop of vein-quartz of the Virginia ledge is, however, directly 
above it, and is like a. dyke, curving over the summits of the spurs from the 
mountain. 
The Jphir mine is opened by shafts and tunnels to a depth of 200 feet. The 
general structure of the vein is shown by the accompanying section, from wall 
to wall. It is divided into two portions at the present levels by a barren por-
phyritic mass or ·'horse," which will probably thin out in depth, and the two 
parts of the vein become united in one. 
SECTION OF THE COJIISTOCK LODE. 
rrhe walls on each side are compact porphyry of an olive or grayish-grren 
color, mottled with white, and charged in many places with iro'n pyrites. rrhe 
eastern part of the vein, which for the past year has been most worked, is 30 
feet wide at the lower level, and consists of snow-white granular quartz so com-
pletely shattered or broken up that it may be crumbled down with the hand, 
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and requires to be carefully supported by timbers as the excavations progress. 
Portions of it are in a sandy or powdered state, and are traversed or inter-
mingled with harder and more compact masses, and with greenish porphyritic 
rock, like that of the central mass or horse. 
This great mass of friable quartz is traversed in almost every direction by 
veins or streaks of the richest sulphurets of silver, both brittle and sectile, and 
with free gold in irregular ragged grains. These veins or masses seldom reach 
a thickness of more than two or three inches, are often merely crusts or coat-
ings on seams in the quartz, and from one-tenth to one-eighth of an inch thick. 
It is, however, more common to find it ramified irregularly through the bro-
ken quartz, holding it together, and bearing the imprint of the flat surfaces of 
the irregularly crystalline mass. Galena and copper pyrites, with white iron 
pyrites, are associated with these sulphnrets. In some of these irregular veins, 
and in cavities connected with them, beautiful crystals of steplwnite-the brittle 
sulphuret of silver-occur. I also found a single fragment of 'ruby silcer with 
the stephanite, but it is very rare. Filaments of native silver are frequently 
found, but in this soft ore the gold is the most generally diffused metal, and is 
found in bright angular particles among the sulphurets, or mingled with the fd-
able quartz. It is entirely free, and may be collected and separated from the 
rest of the ore by washing in a pan. These patches and irregular veins of ore 
and metal in the soft quartz do not have, apparently, any prevailing direction 
or connexion with the direction of the walls; but they have not been studied 
and mapped upon the plans with Teference to this important practical point. 
'rhey incline to various angles, and are frequently bent and shifted, by local 
faults or slides, a few inches to several feet iu exteut. The ore is found in Lo-
lated bunches or pockets in the midst of the white quartz, or irregularly 
sprinkled in grains through it, so that the whole may be profitably extracted. 
Portions are granular mixtures of galena and sulphurct of silver, which 
crumbles to black powder in the hand, but are very rich. 
This ore is rapidly thrown down by a pick, without powder; and the richest 
portions are at once placed in sacks to send away to the reduction works, while 
the main bulk of the ore is sent up to the surface in cars, and adued to the ore 
heap. Sometimes, but rarely, portions of the east side of the vein are quite 
hard, and require to be culled or hand-sorted with hammers to detach the bulk 
of the quartz. The other side of the vein above the horse is very different. It 
is compact and hard, and has the usual character of fissure veii1s. T'he quartz 
is firm and crystalline, and extends in a layer on each side of the ore, but fre-
quently encloses masses or nodules of it. It is one of the peculiarities of the 
vein throug·hout its extent, that small masses of ore-the sulphurets of lead, iron, 
and sil ·er-form nodules or nuclei for the crystallization of the quartz. T~he 
mixed sulphurets-the ore-of this part of the mine is hard and compact, breaks 
with a granular, sparkling fracture, and consists of galena with blende, iron and 
copper pyrites, charged in varying degrees with sulphuret of silver, and in places • 
with native silver and gold. Some specimens taken from the sides of cavities 
exhibit very fine crystals of stephanite, from one-quarter of an inch to two inches 
in length. The large crystals are irregular, and seldom have flat, smooth sur-
faces, but are much striated, and in form, lustre, and general appearance, very 
closely resemble the crystals of itreous sulphuret of copper from the Bristol 
copper mine in Connecticut. They are sometimes coated with filaments of 
native silver; and the metal is common in that part of the vein, especially where 
the sulphurets abound. 
In connexion with this west part of the lode, there is a layer or course of ore 
composed chiefly of galena, blende, and pydte~, forming a beautiful-looking, 
granular, sparkling ore, but which is comparatively free from silver or gold. It 
is commonly known as "base metal," but is by no means despicable, as in most 
mines it would be thought valuable. 
3 I 
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Indications of the gradun1 approach of these two different parts of the vein at 
a greater depth may be observed, and, in all probability, the harder ore will 
prove to be the most constant and regular, while the softer quartz, with its rich 
streaks and branches, will be the most variable. It is possible, also, that the 
true dip of the whole, at a great depth, will be found to be towards the east, or the 
1·everse of that of the surface, for the upper portions may have been bent over 
or forced down the slope of the mountain. We must regard the excavations so 
far as only superficial, compared with the breadth and depth of this great vein, 
which gives the most satisfactory indication of permanent value. 
In August, 1861, the average production of the mine was 1~ ton of first-class 
ore per day, 10 tons of second class, and 20 tons of the third class. 'l'he first 
would probably a.verage $1,000 per ton; the second, $20CJ; and the third, $50. 
Only the first and second class ores are sent to the works for reduction. In 
November the avemge monthly product was stated to be $55,000 to $60,000. 
The mine is. reached by one rnain incline shaft fitted with tram-way and 
cars, and a small independent hoisting engine. The drainage is through the 
adjoining claims to the vValsh tunnel or adit, and lower adits are in progress. 
The hard vein is e::tsily mined in the ordinary wa,y, and the walls stand \7 ery 
well with but little timbrring, but the extraction of the soft quartz of the east 
sic1e of the horse is difficult. It is too valuable to allow any to remain for 
pillars to support the walls, even if it were sufficiently firm and resisting for that 
pnrpose. It is, therefore, all removed, and the roof and walls are sustained by 
timbers, according to a, plan adopted by Mr. Deidestheimcr, the engineer. He 
erects a trestle work of timber, consisting of a serirs of transverse sills, on the 
floor of the lowest level, on ·which he places vertical hewn posts at intervals of 
6 feet, standing· about 6 feet high, and surmounted by stringers of equal size, 
upon which a second tier of posts is erected, and so on, upwards, as fast as the 
ore is taken out. Diagonal braces are inserted from angle to angle, so they 
form continuous lines from wall to wall in the direction best adapted to receive 
and distribute tlte pressme. All the timber is carefully squared and the joints 
are accumtely m1.de and fitted, so that the whole is a fine piece of trestle work. 
l\fr. Deidestheim~r proposes to protect theRe timbers from decay by kyaniza-
tion. They are bro·1ght from the forest on the eastern slope of the Sierra, bor-
dering: Washor lake. 
Tl;e total expense of mining; including the timbering, which is expensive, is 
eRtimnted to be $3 per ton, or say $100 per day for the whole. This, however, 
is for the soft ore, which is so easily removed. Miners receive from $65 to $75 
-per month :md their board. 
'rhe reduction works are erected on the west side of the 'Vashoe valley for 
the convenience of wood and water, and are thus on the other side of the 
\VaRhoe range, and about 15 miles distant. A very fine and costly road has 
been graded around the precipitous sides of the range from the works to the 
mine, over which the ore is carted by ox-teams, and timber is brought back to 
the mines: The contrn,ct price for carting the ore, formerly.$ 12 per ton, is now 
reduced to $7, and will, perhaps, not be over $4 in 1862. 'rhe ore is all placed 
in stout canvas bags and sewed np, weighing, when full, 1.50 lbs. each. Until 
the completion of the works in the spring of 1861, considerable quantities of 
selected ore were sent to San Francisco for sale or shipment, at an expense for 
freight of $50 t.o $100 per ton. 'l'his ore was much riche·r tltan that now de-
nominated " first clasP.," yielding by assay from $1,200 to $4,000 per ton. The 
third-class ore, which is hardly rich enough to justify taking over the road to 
the works at present, is accumulating in a great pile at the mouth of the mine. 
It is variously estimated to amount to from 10,000 to 15,000 tons, worth from 
$50 to $100 per ton. No preparations to work this up havfl yet been made. 
At the works both steam and water power are used. 'l'he ore is stamped 
dry, mixed with the usual preparation of salt, and roasted preparatory to amal-
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gamation in barrels, on the old Frciburg plan. Another plan, called the Smith 
ancl Dewey procef:s, is mrtde use of for the better class of the soft ores, rich in 
g0ld and the sulphuret of silver. This process consists of treating the ore in 
small charges in pans with revolving a·rms, arastre-like, and hot water, with the 
professed addition of certain "chemicals," kept a" secret," by which the sul· 
phurets are said. to be decomposed. 
Quicksilver is employed in the ordinary way for the amalgamation. The 
gold exi~ting in the ore in :t free state, and in the best possible mechanical state 
for amalgamation, is readily caught, and in this respect, and the purity of tlte 
bullion, the process has given satisfactory results. In the barrel process, the 
iron for reducing the silver also reduces the copper, and this metal is found in 
the amalgam with the precious metals. 'The usc of copper to cflect the reduc-
tion, instead of iron, entails a greater loss of silver. 
GOULD A~D CURRY 1\UNF.. 
This claim is near the southern end of the Omnstock lode, towards Gold Hill, 
and is one of the most promising mines yet opened. It has been opened in 
better shape and is more mine-like than others, and has much _ valuil.ble ore-
ground left standing ready to throw down when the reduction works in course 
of erection are finished. 'I'here is also a large amount of ore on the surface 
"ready to be sent to the mill to be crushed. 
l\Iost of this ore is hard and. compact, and is a mixture of the sulphurets in 
a gangue of quartz, as in the hard vein at the other mines. The soft and granu-
lar quartz mixed with the ore has not yet been observed here. The hard vein 
is wider than in the other mines, and isolated patches and nodules of ore are 
more frec1uent. Some of the ore near the surface has afforded fine cabinet 
specimens of native silver, and lower down, of the sulphuret. 
'l'he company is erecting, under the direction of l\Ir. Obas. L Strong, super-
intendent, the largest and most costly establishment for reduction to be found in 
the Ter ·itory. It is located two miles below the mine, in thb valley of Six-mile 
canon, which gives a descending grade for the ore all the way. rrhe building 
is placed on a hillside, and is in the form of a cross. The main portion, in-
tended for the stamps, is 125 feet by 50 feet, and will contain 80 stamps of 550 
lbs. weight each, ~n one line. The engines are to be placed in the up per wing, 
75 by 50 feet, and the amalgamators and furnaces in the lower wing, 95 by 50, and 
21 feet below the level of the bed of the stamps. The ore will be crushed dry. 
The proce~s of work h<td not been decided in August. Pending the completion 
of these works, a small quantity of the ore is being worked and experimented 
on at Ogclcn & \Vil::lon's mill* by Dr. V catch. 
GOLD-HILL DISTRICT. 
GOLD-HILL VEIN. 
The vein of this name, south of Virginia City, though but little known be-
yond the rrerritory and California, is perhaps the most important and promising 
in the whole region. Thus far, at least, it certainly has been most uniformly 
productive and profitable, and has yielded more bullion than the others. 'rhe 
outcrop is a great mass of quartz vein-stone, standing up like a dyke or wall 
above the rugged exposures of bare porphyry around. It is at the bead of 
Gold calion, 1war or on the slop~ of the divide between it and the head of Six-
mile calion, at Virginia City, and is nearly in the line of prolongation of the 
Comstock anc1 Virginia lodes. 'I1his quartz outcrop is nearly 100 feet wide in 
. some places, and forms the crest of the hill from which the place takes its name. 
(';The mill of this company is now, January 22, 1863, completed, and a po1tion of the 
stamps are crushing ore from the company's mine. '1he cost of this ~;tnwture is nearly 
$4:00,000, as estimated, and surpasses any mill in the Territory for completene:;s. 
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The rich portion underlies the compact quartz, and so far as yet developed, 
consists of a mixture of crystalline in aggregations and irregular seams with a 
soft earthy mass, rich in free silver and gold. The whole substance of the 
vein yet worked is a very rusty and dirty one, which, at first sight, would not 
be supposed to have any value whatever. It corresponds to the ores called 
colorados in Mexico. 
The vein has been opened upon and shown to be rich, for about 500 feet, but 
its limits are constantly being extended as new tunnels are run in to cut it. As 
far as yet ascertained, the richest portion is within a length of 300 feet, and this 
part is divided among many owners into claims, ranging from 8 feet on the 
course of the lode to 10, 20, and 50 feet. It is bought and sold, not by shares 
of stock, but by linear feet and inches. On a map of the hill and claims, made 
in the spring of 1861, there are twelve different companies or claims in a dis-
tance of 300 feet. All these claims are worked ~eparately, as so many distinct 
mines, and of necessity there is a crowded, and, to a stranger, confused condition 
of things on t"be surface; it being covered with a forest of whims and trestle-
work to support tram-ways and shntes to conv·ey the ore to bins or piles lower 
down the hill. This complete subdivision of the vein insures a most vigorou~ 
and rapid working and extraction of the o~·e. 
The lode varies in width from 12 to 40 feet. The greatest depth reached is 
less than 200 feet, and as yet, no water has been encountered~ nor has any un! 
changed or undecomposed part of the vein yet been found, or one correspond-
ing to what the Mexicans call negros, so that the character of the undecom-
posed oro is not yet ascertained. It is most probably a sulphuret of silver, 
mixed with other sulphurets and with free gold. In some specimens, free gold 
in fine grains is very thickly implanted over a rough surface of quartz, stained 
with iron-rust. In others, the native silver forms a light bronzy powder in 
cavities of the quartz. Chlori(le of silver is reported, but no distinct specimens 
came under my notice. There is much reason to conclude that tho ore below 
water-level will be found to be similar to that of the Comstock lode, but with 
less lead and copper. 
'rhe vicinity of the Hill is a scene of the greatest activity. Large wagons 
are constantly loading with ore at the sides of the bins to take it to the various 
mills down the valley, even for 12 or 14 miles, to the reduction works on Carson 
river. Mof:lt of the claims are worked day and night, and are reached by tun-
nels and by inclined shafts, following the pitch of tho vein, an angle of about 
60 degrees. Very few pillars are left to support the walls; most of the ore is 
taken out, and the roof sustained by single props in the most primitive manner. 
Little thought haR been given to the future condition of the mine in the haste 
to get out the ore from day to day. The bad results of this careless, improvi-
dent way of mining are beginning to be felt. Some of the claims are dangerous 
to work in, and in places heavy masses of rock have fallen fi:om the roof, while 
cracks in the ground, 4 inches wide, above the line of the vein, give warning of 
an extensive caving in. 
In June the claims were turning out about 200 tons of ore a day. The whole 
product up to that time was estimated to exceed a million of dollars. The value 
of the ore per ton was estimated to range, from the different openings, from $25 
to $75, or, say, $10,000 worth of ore per day. From estimates of the superin-
tendents of the reduction works, and others, it appears that the ores they receive 
generally yield $40 up to $90. Parts of the vein do not furnish ore worth more 
than $30; but at the ruling prices for working the ore, there onld be but a 
s~pall profit on each; on the other hand, large quantities of ore are obtained 
worth from $100 to $200 per ton. In one claim, where the lode was 45 feet 
wide at the widest point, and 25 feet long, the whole of the vein was removed, 
and averaged $60 per ton in the mill. A gentleman familiar with the claims, 
and who has had much experience in crushing and amalgamating the ore, esti-
mated the yield to vary from $25 to $150 per ton, but set the average at $40 
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per ton. These are not based upon assays, but are the results of the actual 
work in the mills. Some of the ore has yielded at the rate of thousands of 
dollars per ton by assay. In September and October, 1861, the yield of the 
hill proper, 300 feet on the lode, was over $20,000 per day. 
It will thus be seen that this vein may not only be classed as the first in the Ter-
ritory, but as one of the most remarkable on record. If this average production 
is to be permanent for years-and there is no reason to doubt it-we may look for 
a supply of bullion from this source, of an immense value. 
}-,ew of the owners of claims have mills; the ore as rai':led is sent to the Cus-
tom mills, to be worked for a certain sum per ton: thus, as in Mexico, mining 
and working the ores are two distinct branches of business. 
The general average value of the bullion is about $4 an ounce; some of the 
mills send in portions of bullion worth $12 an ounce. 'l'he value, of course, in 
the mechanical way of working the ore, flepends on the process used, or the 
stage at which the metal is collected. l\fo~t of the free gold, for instance, may 
be extracted in the batteries or arastres without decomposing mlJ.ch of the ore of 
silver. 
At first, portions of this rich ground were sold at prices ranging from $10 to 
$100 per foot, though it was always considered valuable-at first, merely a pla-
cer or deposit, which would soon be worked out. Now, its permanent character 
and depth being known and appreciated and its richness demonstrated, the bet-
ter parts of the hill are bought and sold at prices ranging from $1.,000 to $6,000 
per foot; the latter price has been refused for some portions of the elaims. · 
The claims on the extension of Gold Hill to the so~thward are already 
attracting great attention, a:nd bid fair to prove almost, if not quite, as rich in 
depth as any other. Among these, that known as "Yellow Jacket" may be 
named. 'l'he one is scarcely to be distinguished from that of the older mines in 
the bi11, and, in portions, is very rich. It had just been opened at the time of 
my visit. 
The timber for these mines is obtained from the Sierra N evac1a, and carted 
over the new Ophir road, which winds around the side of the mountain, just 
above Gold Hill. 
TUNNEL COMPANIES. 
The abrupt hill-sides of the mining districts, especially about l\Iount Davidson 
and the silver range, are peculiarly favorable for the exploration of veins by 
tunnels. rl'his, consequently, was the most economical and favorite method of 
prospecting, and has uecn generally adopted. r.rhe hill-sides at Virginia City 
and at Silver City, wherever the eye may be directed, seem to be pierced with 
tunnels from 20 to 100 feet in length, driven in search of veins. 
As soon as the value of the Comstock lode, and the necessity of draining it, 
became evident, the Union or Welch tunnel was projected so as to cut the vein 
about 1,200 feet below the surface. This undertaking was partly at the expense 
of the several claims benefited by it. It cost about $20,000, and is 1,160 feet 
in length, beside the branches; it extends nearly east an.d west; and was exe-
cuted in four months, by six men, under the direction of Mr. Welch. When 
the vein was first struck a fl.ood of water poured out, and ran with scarcely any 
diminution for a week, draining the Ophir, Mexican, Central, California, and 
other claims, and affording a valuable supply of water for the use of mills. A 
tram-roaP. is laid in this tunnel, and the ore from the Central and California 
claims is mostly delivered through it to the mills, ncar the mouth. 
Another long tunnel or adit called the ''Latrobe" is now in progress, about 
200 feet lower down the hill. This tunnel is projected to run past and through 
the Comstock lode, and when completed, as under present contract, will at 
termination be by survey 7,082 feet long, and 1,693 feet below the surface at 
that point. Its length, when it reaches the Comstock vein, will be 2,911 feet; 
its breadth at base, 7 feet 11 inches; its breadth at top, 6 feet 11 inches; its height, 
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8 feet 1 inch; and its moutl1, 5,890 feet above the level of the sea. This tunnel is 
built to carry the ores and waste-rock out by mules and horses, and bas a lower 
"'.rater-line than any other work yet projected in the "Virginia l\Iining District." 
'.rhc Latrobe Company 1utve contracted with the Ophir and l\fexican Companies 
to run a bnmch at right augles from the main trunk tunnel, a diotance of 980 
feet along the front of the Comstock lode, to connect with the Ophir incline and 
pump-shaft, ·when the water fi·om the Ophix and Mexican claims will be dis-
charged into the "Latrobe." 
Both the Latrobe and Fnion tunnels are nearly cast of the Ophir claim, and 
one over the other. :Further south, and nearly opposite the Gould & Cnrry 
claim, a long tunnel is being ilriven into the side of the mountain by the l\Iount 
Davidson <'orupany. It 'vill be 2,500 feet in length, 6 feet 6 inches high, and 
4 feet 6 inches wide, and will intersect the Comstock and other locles. This 
company has also projected another tunnel 300 feet deeper. 1.-,hey have con-
solidated fifteen claims of 1,800 feet each, on the side of Mount Davidson. 
'l'he "Sides Company" have driven a tunnel 1,550 feet long, which yields a 
great qnautity of water, and which has drained some of the other tunnels. 
In addition to these enterprises there are the Cedar Hill 1\mnelling and 
l\Iining Company, the Mount Ophir, and the United States. Several tunnels 
arc ueing driven merely to get water, which is valuable fi·om its scarcity and 
importance to the city and the various reduction works. 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, September 2.9, 1863. 
Sm: I received, this morning, the annual report, bearing date 1st Septem-
ber, 1863, of E. F. Beale, United States surveyor general of Califonlia. 
In examining the paper, I £nd that the portion of it which deals with "min-
eral lands" is of such a character as to render it proper immediately to bring 
the same to the attention of the head of the department, and I therefore 
enclose herewith an extract from so much of the document as relates to the 
subject. 
At the same time, I should feel remiss in my duty did I not enter the direct 
dissent of the General Laud Office to the suggestions and conclusions to which 
Mr. Beal'e has arrived, and which arc, in form, to go before the country as doc-
uments accompanying the President's message. 
I dissent to the correctncds of the conclusion that there is aught ih the policy 
of the government in regard to mineral lands to create either alarm or distrust, 
and have no knowledge that any "surreptitious order'' has been issued in the 
matter. I dissent to the propriety of an officor of the government hinting at 
seditious or revolutionary results as the consrqnenca of the pat\t and present 
liberal administration of the land system on the Pacific slope; and I dissent in 
toto cmlo, and denounce the proposition for a sectional Congress to deal with 
the mineral wealth, the heritage, not of a pa?·t, but of the whole American 
people, and which is to be managed with scrupulous regard to the mineral 
operatives on the Pacific slope, but with some consideration as to the pecuniary 
necessities of the nation, now battling for its existence; and, £ually, I deny 
the justice of the suggestion and recommendation to wrench the whole of this 
wealth from the rrpublic by ceding it to the communities within whose limits 
it exists. But, on the other hand, regarding it as the nation's property, it should 
be guarded as a rich stn'am of wealth to which the Union is to resort for supply 
to relieve existing embarrassments, and eventually place the monetary concerns 
of our people upon a reliable basis. And as a counter and just view of the 
righto of all concerned, reference is respectfully made to the last annual report 
from this office, 
\Yith great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. l\I. EDMUNDS, Commissicmcr. 
Hon. J.P. UsHER, Secretary of the Interior . 
• 
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No.2. 
Statement if the surveying returns, showing the number if acres if the public 
lands surveyed in tlw following States and Territm·ies up to June 30, 1862, 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, and the area remaining unsur-
uycd qf aU tlze public lands on the 30tlt June, 1863. 
Land States and Territories. 
Acres. ;Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250, 000 31, 949, 036 621, 554 32, 570, 590 
Minnesota ............................ 320, 000 20,384, 163 19, 925 20, 40~, 088 
Dakota 'l'erritory..................... 230, 000 687, 008 249, 414 936, 4:22 
Iowa . .. . .. . . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. . . . 35, 6:30, 898 .. .. . . . .. . . . 35, 630, 898 
Nebraska Territory................... 320,000 10,846,145 327,967 11,174, 112 
Kansas............................... 322,000 13,561, 511 322, 1:34 13, 883, 645 
New Mexico Territory................ .... .. .. . . . . 2, 293,142 .... . . .... .. 2, 293,142 
Colorado Territory.................... 250, 000 .. .. .. . . . .. . . . 161, 064 161, 064 
Utah Territory . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 2, 425, 239 .. .. .. .. .. . . 2, 425, 239 
Neva1la Territory..................... 75, 000 147, 584 .. .. .. .. .. .. 147, 584 
Califoruia . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. ·72, 000 26, 107, 744 355,660 26, 46:3,404 
Or••gon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 842, 061 . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 842, 061 
Washington Territory. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185, 000 2, 80:3, 452 90, 263 2, 893, 715 
Arizona Territory ....................................................................... . 
Idaho Territory.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........................ . 
Ac1·es. 
1, 940,770 
31, 042, 953 
94,380, 058 
37,462,688 
38, 159, 875 
75, 275, 498 
66,718,936 
65, 6;'\9, 2H 
52, o:37, 376 
7;), 196,276 
56, 116, 659 
41,902,445 
80,730,240 
208, 878, 720 
TOtftL......................... 2, 024, 000 151, 677, 983 2, 147, 981 153, 825, 964 925, 501, 734 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, Octobe1· 22, 1863. 
No.3. 
Sales and otlter disposals if public lands during the five quarters ending Sep-
tembe·r 3, 1863 . 
.... "' "' ~b p.p. ~~ ~ ~ ~ 4':.:J .... ...,~ '"S """' "' <:.>..Q ;a~ .:l 5g Q ~~ C..' . ~~~. .:=:.o ~~ OJ" ~.-a v ... 0 a) 'g g) g ~~ 
"',Q "' ~ ~2 ~ ~ 0"' ~ C::·;::: 
·~ ~ t,.q 
roo ~ce~ Five quarters. .... ,.., "' v"' "0 .... OJ 'd p. oc:c:; ~rg~ oi "'-= "' !§s ~~ ~~~ ......... 
~p. ,Q"-'0
0 ;::1 § OC!J dP. s~~ o_ P ~rg 
~<O 
"" .... "';::: 'd"' 'd'd ~~;a tc;S ;...C) co >< ~.c.-a 15s-g ,oP <0;:< s~:s p s ..; e~ ,........rogs 0 ~!::! ~ § 2.~ :::::~\.) :;:1 ~~·~ P (,) E s ;::;:::..:.; ~"'~ ~ z -<1 z z ~ 8 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. AcTes. Acres. 
During the fiRcal year end-
ing June 30, 1863 . ..... 91,354.10 $136,07795 464,682 30,724.51 1,040,988.51 1,338,949.31 2, 966, 688. 43 
During the first quarter, 
eucling Sept. 30, 1863 ... 70,557.87 90,092 55 101,267 None. 415,526.45 287,499.34 874,850.66 
TotaL. .... · ....... 16l,911.97 226,170 50 565,949 30,724.51 1,456,514.96 1,626,448.65 3,841,549,09 
*The commissions received on entries made under the homestead act may be found in table No. 8. 
' 
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No.4. 
Statement exhibiting the quantity if land selected for the several States, under 
the acts if Congnss approved JYiarch 2, 1849, and September 28, 1850, up 
to and ending September 30, 1863. 
States. 
~~ ~~ A~ ~A ~~ ~~ 
Ohio........................................................... .... .. ...... ............ 54, 4:3il.l4 
Indiana.................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 354, 732. 50 
lllinois .......................................................... .. : ......... ............ 3, 2o7, 470.65 
:Missouri .......... _ ... _. _. _ . _ ......... _ .............. _ .... _ ... _ . ___ . _. ___ .. . ... _ ... _. _ _ 4, 604, 448. 75 
Alabama. __ . ___ . ____ . ___ . _ . _________ . _ .. . __ . ____ ..... __ .. __ . _ . ... ___ ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . 479, 514.44 
~~~f.:i::::-~~;~i~~~~~::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: \~:~J~:~~~J~ 
Louisiana, (act 1850). ________________________ . _____ .. _ .... ___ . __ ..................... -.. 543, 339. 13 
~:-~~::a~-----.-.---.:::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: ~; ~;g; ~5~: ~5 
Floritla . _. _ ... ____ . __ . ____ .. _____ . _____ . ___ . ____ . ·_ .. _. __ ... ____ . _ .. ___ . ___ .. _______ . __ . 11, 790, 637. 46 
'Visconsiu .. _ ............... __ . _ .... ___ .......................... -. -........ --- . - ... -- . 3, 449, 238. 28 
California .. __ . ____________ . ____ .. ___ ... _____ . _. ___ . _____ . ____ . _ .. _______ ... __________ .. _ .. . __ . _____ . 
Oregon ..... -.- ... - ... - ... - . -- - - - .... -- . -.- - . --. - - .. :- - ..... - . - . -- - ... -- - . . . . -- . - ----- - . --- - .. - ... - - . 
1\Iinnesota ... __ ... __ ... _ .. _____ . ___ . ____ .... ________ .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 28, 160. 00 . . . .. . . . . . . . 28, 160. 00 
Total. __ ..... _. . . . . . . . _____ . __ . __ .... __ . _ .. _ ..• ________ . _ 28, 160. 00 . . . . . . . . . . . . 57, 923, 737. 40 
No.5. 
Statement exl~ibiting the quantity of land approved to the se·veral States, under 
tlle acts of Congress approved ]}!arch 2, 1849, and September 28, 1850, up to 
and ending September 30, 1863. 
States. 
A~ ~~ k~ ~~ k~ ~~ 
Ohio. ___ . __ ...... __________ . _____ . ____ .. _____ . _. _ ... __ .. _. _. _____ , _. _. _. _. _ . ___ . _. _. __ . 25, 640. 71 
Indiana. __ ....... ------- _ .. _. _ .. _ --- ................. ___ ---- __ . --- __ --- _ __ 160.00 1, 251,115.51 
Illinois .. __ .. __ .. __ .. ____ ._ .. ___ . ___ . ___ ... _______ .. ______ . ____ ..... _. __ . __ .. __ . _. _. _. _. 1, 434, 544. 96 
:Missouri . _. _ ... _ ... _ .. __ . __ .. __ . _____ ... _. __ . __ . __ ... _ ...... _. _ . ___ . _ ... __ .. ___ . ____ . _. 3, 819, 713. 79 
Alabama. , _ .. __ . ____ . ____ .. _________ . _ . ____ ... ____ . _. ___ .. ___ ... ___ . _. ___ ........ ___ .. 2, 595. 51 
JYiississippi .. __ . ___ .. _ ... _ ..... __ . ____ . . . __ . _ . . ____ .. _ . __ .. __ .. _ . ____ . ______ . ____ . _____ . 3, 068, 642. 31 
to:~i~~-~ .. (~~t 1849) ~::::::: :::::::::::: . _ ~~~ ~~:: ~~- :::::::::::: :::::::::::: . _ ~~·. ~~:: ~~- 8, ~~~; ~6~: ~~ 
L ouisiana, (act 1850). ______ .. ____ .... __ ........... __ ... _ ........ ---- _. _ ...... __ ....... -. 237,949.09 
1\Iichigau .................. 17,067.06 -- ---------· ------------ ............ 17,147.06 5,48~,832.40 
Arkansas __ ... __ .. _ . __ . _ _ _ _ .. __ .. ____ . . .. ___ . _. _ . . . ___ . ______ . __ . __ .. _____ . ___ . _ . __ . . . 7, 283, 763. 13 
Florida . __ .. __ ... _ ... _ .. __ ... __ ... ___ ... ___ . _____ . _ . __ . ___ ... _____________ .... _ . _ . ____ . 10, 901, 007. 76 
6~m~l~~i~ _- _· _-_-_·: :: :·:: :::::: _ .... ~~~:~~- :·::::: :::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: _____ ~~~: ~~- _ -~·-~~~·-~~~:~: 
Oregon . ___ . __ .. _______ . _ .... _____ . _____ .... ___ . _ ..... _ . _ ... ___ . _____ . ____ .. _________ . ________ . _ .. _ .. 
:Minnesota ........ _. _ .. ____ . . ___ . __ .. __ .. _ .. _ ......... - - . - . -- - ...... -.- .. - - . . --- - - ---- ·- · --- · - - ·- -- · · • 
Total.. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. 17, 187. OG 13, 297. 45 ........ _ .. ·I· .. _ .. . . . .. . 30, 724. 51 44, 528, 83!'>. 53 
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No.6. 
Statement exl"ibiting the quantity of land patented to the several States, under 
the acto/ Congress approved September 28, 1850. 
Acres. Acres. I Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
~§~H•::•: ····~:~:· ••19.~:; : •• :.:::::: 1 ::::::••••• ••:::: •• :::~ ::1~.~:![1! ~:~!.i~ 
l\'Iichigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281, 014. 14 ........... - ~ 80. 00 . . . . . . . . . . . . 533, 820. 02 5, 592, !!01. 52 
E~¥~:.;: : .::::::: :. ~. :1~jg : :,;; ,; I ;i;~; ;; .::::: ::::: :~~.:~:i 1g;~l: ~ ~ 
Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306, 279. 02 120. 00 I 11, 915. 30 I· . . . . . . . . . . . 573, 638. 95 1 33, 097, 537. 45 
* 17,650.43 acres of this contained in indemnity patent, under act of :l\Iarch 2, 1855. 
No.7. 
Condition o/ bounty land business under acts o/ 1847, 1850, 1852, and 1855, 
showing tlu issues and locations from the commencement o/ tlu operations under 
. said acts to September 30, 1863. 
ACT 1847. 
Grade of warrant. Number is- Acres embraced Number lo- Acres embraced Numbec """I Accoo •mb,=d sued. thereby. cated. thereby. standing. thereby. 
160 acres ......... 80, 619 12, 899, 040 • 75, 190 12, o:lO, 400 5, 429 
I 
868,640 
40 acre~ .......... 7, 582 303,280 6, 242 249,680 1, 340 53,600 











80 acres .......... 57,707 4, 616, 560 52,211 4, 176, 880 5, 496 439,680 
40 acres .......... 103,961 4, 158,440 90,975 3, 639,000 12,986 519,440 
Total. ....... 189,104 13,164,760 I 169,684 I 12, 055,560 I 19,420 I 1, 109,200 
ACT 1852. 
160 acres ......... 1, 222 195, 520 929 148, 640 293 46,880 
80 acres . ......... 1, 698 135,040 1, 381 uo, 480 317 25,360 
40 acres .......... 9, 063 362,520 7, 558 302, :i20 1, 505 60,200 
TotaL ....... 11,983 693,880 9, 868 I 561,440 2,115 132,440 
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No. 7.-Condition of bounty land business, &c.-Continued. 
ACT 1855. 
Grade of warrant. Number is- 1 Acres embraced I Number lo- 1 Acres em braced X umber out- Acres embraced 
sued. thereby. cated. thereby. standing. thereby. 
------- ------- ------
160 acres ........ . 
120 acres ........ . 
100 acres ........ . 
80 acres ......... . 
60 acres ......... . 
40 acres ......... . 
10 acres ......... . 
TotaL ....... 
Act 1847 ......... 
Act 1850 ......... 
Act 1852 ......... 











































13, 777, 600 16, 084 2, 573,440 
10,035,960 12, 855 1, 5-!2, 600 
500 1 100 
3, 473,920 5,7~ 461, 600 
15,840 5, 580 
16,800 ll2 4, 480 
30 2 20 
------
I· I 27,320,650 34, !)17 4, 587,820 
12,280, 080 6, 76!) 922,240 
12,055,560 19,4:-W 1, 109,200 
561,440 2,115 1:32,440 
27,320,650 34, 917 4, 587,820 
------- ------
52,217,730 I 63,221 6, 751, 700 
Statement of public lands sold, of caslt, ~c., received therifm·, of £ncidental ex-
penses thereon, and of payments into tlle treasu1·y on account tltereqf, in the 
ji'l·st lwif of tlw fiscal year commencing July 1, 186~, and ending June 30, 1863. 
Land offices. 
Quantity sold in the fir~t 
half of the j],;('al year 
at and above the mini-
mum price, $1 25, and 
amount received for 
the same, &c.* 
Amount received in mili-
tary bounty land ~crip 
and in cash. 




0~~: .... ------~--.: ,,, "' 00 I $41 "I $5. 005 341 1!809 " I. _______ : __ 
806 15 ---- -- ---- --Indianapol~;~-
1
-~~ ~~--------- J- ·- ·------ -1------ · ·--- -1- · · · · · · · · · · -1- · · · ·······. I 
Sptingfiel;~~~~~~: ________ -~------------1-------- ---1---------. -~---·· -·- .. - ~i --7-4_7_1_8_~---~-~--~-~--~-~--~-
Ironton .......... _.. .. .. .. .. 13. 03 16 28 . ----------. 16 28 
615 22 
59-! 54 
Booneville~~~~~~~-~-- .. __ .... -I 120. 00 I 260 00 I 210 41 I 49 591 
TotaL .. ----------------1 133.03 1__:76 281 210 41 ~---6-5_8_7_1 __ 1,-2-0_9_7_6-l-_-_ -_-__ -_-_-__ -__ 
ALABAMA. 
St. Stephen's ....... __ . _ .......... -- .. - .... -.. -.- .... - .. --------- ------------ ------------ ------------
Greenville ................................... -- ...... - .. ---.----- ------------ ------------ ------------
Huntsville ......................... ------ ------------ ------------ ------------ ·---------- · ----------- · 
'l'u8caloosa ......................... -....... -.------- ------------ ------------ ------------ ·-----------
Elba ............ ----------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- ---------
Demopolis ............................. -- ------------ ------------ ------------ ----------- · ----------- · 
~~~{1;~~-e~~ ::::::: ::::::: ::: :::: :: :::::: ::::: : :::: :: :::: :::::::: :::::::::::: I: ::: :: :::: : : :::::::::::: 
TotaL ..•.........••..•.. 
1 
•••••••••••• ------------1~~1 ------------,·----------- - -----------
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No. 8.-Statcment if public lands sold,ifcaslt, o/c.,received tlz,erifor, o/c.-Cont'd. 
Land offices. 
1\IISSISSIPPI. 
Quantity sold in the first 
half of the fi,;cal year 
at and above the mini-
mum price, 1 25, and 
amount received for 
the same, &c.* 
Acres. Amount. 
_._ 
Amount received in mili· 
tary bounty laud Be rip 
and in cash. 
~fit. bounty Ca8h. 
land Bcrip. 
Washington ........................................................................................... . 
Paulding .......................................................................................... .. 
Jackson ........................................................................................... .. 
Columbus ................................................................. __ ............... : ____ .. __ . 
Total .............................. -· ...... ······ ······ · ····· ············I············ 
LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans . ............. __ ................. __ .......... __ ......................................... . 
Opelousas.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..........• 
:lllonroe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . · ........... . 
Greensburg ........... . ........................................................................ ..... . 
Natchitoches ...................................................................................... --. 
Total ..............•......................................................................... -.... 
llliCHIGAN. 
Detroit ..................... . 
East Saginaw ............... . 
I onia ....................... . 
Marquette ................. .. 
'l'ravcrse Uity ............... . 




1, 80-!. 21 
3:33.92 
2, 462.39 
7, 121 38 
$461 73 
1, 456 43 
1, 631 59 
417 41 
2, 821 73 





1, 4;)6 43 
1, 574 14 
417 41 
2, 621 75 






3, 048 02 
Batesville ................................ ··--···---·· ............................................... . 
Little Rock ................................................................................... ...... . 
Washing-ton .......................................... .. .......................................... , ..• 
Huntsville ........................................................................................... . 
Clarksville ........................................................................................ .. 
Champagnola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 
TotaL... . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . . .. ...... -- .. ---- . · - --- · · --- · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · -- -- · ·I· -- · · · -- · · · · · · · · · · ---- · · 
FLORIDA. 
Tallahassee ........................................................................................ . 
St. Augu"tine ....................................................................................... . 
Newnan~ville ..................................................................•..................... 
'l'ampa ................................. . ............ . ...................... .. .......... .. .......... . 
TotaL .................. ..... ................... . 
IO'\VA. 
~'ort DeR l\Ioincs .............. 625.06 931 33 • a ~ • • • ., • • a • • 931 33 746 68 --·--------· 
Council Bluff's ............... . 7. 26 9 06 ------------ 9 06 501 79 ·- ---------· 
Fort Dodge .................. 1, 300.69 1, 625 86 1, 555 55 70 31 548 60 . ...................... 
Sioux City .. ................ . 95.35 306 57 ------------ 306 57 515 31 ------------
Total. ................... 2, 028 36 2, 872 82 1, 553 55 1, 317 27 2, 312 38 ---- --------
----
WISCONSIN. 
ll!cna~ba ... __ ....... 751.00 762 92 ------------ 762 92 619 61 -------- ----
Falls of St. Croix ............. 471. 80 2, 578 04 1, 672 68 90;) 36 579 96 --------- ---
Steven's Point ............... 120.00 200 00 100 00 100 00 7~1 7l ..... ......... 
La Crosse .................... 2, 794.74 3, 646 27 100 00 3, 546 27 674 77 ------------
Bayfield ..................... 92.55 365 70 -----------· 363 70 584 24 ----- -······ 
Eau Clair .................... 206.23 257 78 ------------ 257 78 511 79 --------------------
Total. ................... 4, 436. 32 7, 810 71 1, 872 68 I 5, 938 03 3, 75:2 08 ·--- --------
' 
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No. 8-Statement if public lands sold, if cask, ~c., received tken:for, ~c.-Oont'd. 
Land offices. 
Quantity sold in the first 
half of the fiscal year 
at and above the mini-
mum price, $1 25, and 
amount received for 
the .same, &c.* 
Acres. Amount. 
Amount received in mili-
tary bounty laud scrip 
and in cash. 
MiL bounty Cash. 
land scrip. 
1\HNNESOTA. I 
Taylor's Falls................ 246.80 $308 50 $308 50 
St. Cloud--- - -------···------ 262.07 377 58 .... $266'66' 177 58 
WinnebagoCity ............. 90.97 43635 40000 3635 
Minneapolis.................. 217.95 903 43 477 08 426 35 
St. Peter..................... 178.29 272 86 47 64 225 22 
Henderson _ . _____ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 367. 49 709 38 355 65 353 73 
Duleith...................... .47 59 ·----------- 59 










TotaL ..... ------- .•.. --. 1, 364. 04 3, 008 69 1, 480 37 1, 528 32 
CALIFORNIA. I 
SanFrancisco................ 240.00 300 00 ·----------· ...... .' ..... 
Los Angeles. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _____ . _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ . _ . ___ . _ . - - - - . - - - - - . . - - - - - - - - - - -
Marysville .... _ .... __ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 776. 51 1 970 63 .. - ......... ---- - - . - ... . 
Humboldt--·--·------------- ·----- --·--- ·------ -··--. ------------ ·-·--- ·-----
Stockton . __ . _. ____ . ___ •. _... 3, 634. 08 I 4, 542 62 -----------. --------- .. -
Visalia ......... __________ . __ . 351. 55 564 47 --------- .... -----.- ... _ 
TotaL _________ . _ .....• _ . 5, 002.14 6, 377 72 - - - - - - - - - -~ - - - - - - - . - - - - -
OREGON. 
Oregon City. ___ . _ ...• _______ . 
Roseburg ... ___ ............. . 1~:~:::1 1 ,::~ ~ ::::;::::::: :::::::::::: 
TotaL _______ .. _ ..• _ ... _ . 13, 477. 61 17,033 81 
w AS~INGTON TERRITORY. I 
Olympm. --- .. ·--- _ .. --·- _ .. -·····---- __ ------ _____ .. ----· ---~-- . ---- _ ----- _ 
Vancouver................... 89.12 1 11114 ----·------- ------------
TotaL _____________ .... __ 
KANSAS. 
Topeka ............ ------ ___ . 
Atchison. ____________ .... ___ . 
Humboldt.------------·-----
Junction City------------- __ . 
TotaL ______________ .. __ _ 
NEBRASKA TERRITORY. 
otnaha City ...... ---- .. ------
Brownville .. __ ._-----_-----_ 
Nebraska City_ .... ---. ____ .. 
Dakota City----- ___ ------ ... 
TotaL _ ... _ . _. _ .. ___ ..... 
89.12 1 111 14 1-- ---------. -----------
152.83 191 07 ~ -...... ---.. - .. - 191 07 
5. 77 7 22 ------------ 7 22 
140.53 175 67 ------------ 175 67 
141.71 177 14 -----------· 177 14 
1-----·--
440 84 I 551 10 ~ ------------ 551 10 
160.26 200 32 100 00 100 32 
241. 54 301 92 ........................ 301 92 
4. 50 5 62 ------------ 5 62 
307.20 384 00 100 00 284 00 
-------------1------1--------
713.50 I 891 86 200 00 n9l 86 
s:~: ::E-~~~~-,~~-~~~~~-~~: .. -----------J .. --------- ------------ ------------




1, 787 11 
1, 154 76 
1, 580 64 
6, 256 94 
443 76 
4, 464 46 
4, 908 22 
686 64 
1, 939 34 




















2,116 39 1--- .. -- .. --. 
1, 750 00 - ----- ---- --
DAKOTA TERRITORY. I 1·---------I---------·I------
Vermillion................... 90.65 113 31 ------------ 113 31 500 00 .......... .. 
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No. 8.-Statement of public lands sold, rif cask, ~t.., received tkerifoT, o/c.-Oont' d. 
Land offices. 
RECAPITULATION. 
Quantity sold in the first 
half of the fiscal year 
.at aml above the mini-
mum price, $1 25, and 
amount received for 
the same, &c.* 
Acres. Amount. 
Amount received in mili-
tary bounty land scrip 
and in cash . 
Mil. bounty Cash. 
land scrip. 
Ohio......................... 491.21 $5,047 00 $4166 $5,005 34 $809 20 1- ---·-------
lndiana ..................... . ............ · ----------- ------------ ··--------·- 80615 ------------
Illinois ·--- --------.......................................................... 747 18 ' .........•.• 
Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133. 03 276 28 210 41 65 87 1, 209 76 ........... . 
Alabama ............................... _ ...................... . .................................... . 
~f~Iir~=~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~:: ·:::::::: ::: i: i~i: ~~: 1::: ~: i~~: ~i: ::::: ~~i: ~~: ::: ~.: ~~i: ~~: ::: ~: 6~~: 6~: :::::: :: :. ::: 
Arkansas ...................................... --·- -- ------ ···· · · · ··· -- ·--- · · · ----- ···- ·· · ··· ·· ······ 
Florida ............................................... --- . · --- - · - · - · · · · -- ·- · · ---- · · · · · · · · - · · · · · ·- ·-- • 
Iowa ..... _ ... _ ......... _. _. . 2, 028. 36 2, 872 82 1, 555 55 1, 317 27 2, 312 38
1
.---- · -- · · --
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 436. 32 7, 810 7l 1, 872 68 5, 938 03 3, 7;32 08 ........... . 
l\iinnesota .. .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . 1, 364. 04 3, 008 69 1., 4t30 37 l, 528 32 4, 268 72 ........... . 
California............... ... .. 5, 002.14 6, 377 72 ......... ... 6, 377 72 6, 256 94 .... ....... . 
Oregon ...... ............ .... 13,477.61 17,033 81 ............ 17,033 81 4,908 22 ........... . 
Washington Territory........ 89.]2 11114 ------------ 11114 2,625 98 . .......... . 
Kan sas .. .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . 440. 84 551 10 
1
............ 551 10 2, 08:3 08 ........... . 
~ebraska_ Territm_-y . . . . . . . . . . 713. 50 891 86 200 00 691 86 2, 1*6 :39 I· ...... -... . 
l\ew l\Iex1co Terntory .............. .. _.. . ............ . .. . . . .... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 1, 7a0 00 ........... . 
Dakota Territory . . . . . .. .. . . . 90. 65 113 31 . . . .. . . . .. . . 113 31 . 500 00 I· .......... . 
Total.. .................. ----;5,388.2QI50,8s33sf5,6'i812 45,26523'1 37, 194 10 ~ - .......... . 
*In this column are embraced 2,958.83 acres, amounting to $1,31( 80, sold at the graduated rates of 75, 50, 
aud 25 cents per acre, pre-emptions having attached to the several tracts embracing said area prior to the 
repeal of the graduation law of August 4, 1854. 
• 
No. 9.-Statcment ry~ public lands sold, if cash ?·cceircd tlz,erifor, nu,mber qf acn:s entered under tlte homestead law if JYiay 20, 1862, if 
commissions 'reccired under the sixth section qf said act, and statement qf incidental expenses thereon and if payments into the treasury 
on account tllereof, in tl/C second half if the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1862, and ending June 30, 1863. 
Land officeB, 
OHIO. 
Chilicothe ... ___ . _________________ . 
IKDIANA. 
Indianapolis .............•.. __ .• __ . 
ILLINOIS. 
Springfield .............. _________ . 
Quantity sold in the sec· 
OtHl half <>f lhe fiecal 
year at and above the 
minimum price, ::;;1 25, 
and amount rccdvc<l 
for the ~:.nne . 
Acres. I Amo=t. 
Amount received in mili-
tary bounty land scrip 
and in cash. 
:;\Iil. bounty I Ca;;h. 
land scrip. 
170.87 $1, 484 361. ----- - --- ..1 $1, 484 36 
------
40.00 50 00 1 .......... ..1 50 00 
--360.00 I 
645 oo I $200 oo I 445 00 
Quantity of land entered in tho Hecotl<l half of the fiHcal year under 
the houw~tea<l law of ;\fay 20, 1862; amount of $10 Jmyment8 
thereon un<ll•r s<·etiou 2 of the act. and amount received nuder 
B<·ction 6 of the act UH l"<'gi~ter~· and receiver!!' counui;;sionB on 






''10 a ·m IAm't n·c'tl under AgtJ;rep;ate am't 
.., P• Y cuts sec. 6 of act aR •of ~LO paynll'nt~ 
thereon. n•gh;ters' am! re- and payu1ente for 
ceh·er~' co1.n' ns. commissions. 





















- 1 ,_ 
===I 
527 75 
ll8.16 30 00 32 95 699 80 ' .. -- .. --- - .. 
GOO 00 450 02 -- ·I-- .. ___ ........ ·I ] , 273 68 
···- · ---- ~ -- ~-
773 68 
500 00 (',~~:::;•: :_:"'_"ou:~:- ~ ~: ~: ~:::- ·. =-::! ... :~ :: : =-6QO 00 1-... 450 02 .I::::::::::::::: I::::::::::::::: I: :::::::::::::: I:::: :::::::::::I 
ALABA:IIA. 
.. ~ ~ ......... - - --- -- - - - - ---------
::: ::::::::::::·::::1::::::::::: 
------------------- _______ ... __ _ 
--- ------------··-- -----------..... ________ ..... · I· .. --------




































MISSISSIPPI. I . 
!11~~::=: : :~~ ---~ :: : :: _: :: ::::: :::_J _: ::::: :::: :: : : : -: : : :·: :: -·: ::::·: : : :::: :_ ::J: -::::::: 
TotaL .......... - ........ ------==~~--- -------- -I------------ ------------I--------------- -I"----- ----------- ---------------- I---.--.--------. -----------. I.-----------
LOUISIA~A. I I ,· 
------------
------------ ----- ------ - ~--- --------- ------ -.----- ----------- -~-------------- --~-
~~~~~~~~~;~~: :::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::1:::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :·· --------------. 
TotaL.--- ··•--· .......... ·- .. ------------I------------!------------ !- ---------- -J- ---------------I------.-----.-- ·I--------·------- -I----------------!---------=!------.----. 
)HICHIGAN. -
Detroit ........... - ...... - .. -- ..... 1, 135.16 1, 418 94 
___ , ________ 1, 418 94 7, 231.08 600 00 110 50 710 50 744 80 
Ea8t ~agiuaw ...................... 4, :325. 58 5, 673 26 300 00 5, 373 2o 65, 624.47 5, 280 00 963 67 6, 24a 67 1, 731 27 
Ionia------ ...... ------------ •..... 3, 54 G. 75 8, 420 E8 ------------ 8, 420 88 66, 18!). GO 5, 4110 00 928 66 o,3os 66 1, 777 04 
:Marquette ...............•........ 3, 683.62 6 !)46 48 100 00 6, 846 48 1,317.40 100 00 17 48 117 48 634 49 
'l'nwerse City ...................... _ *2, 3·Hl. 95 2:891 86 1!!9 90 2, 691 96 55,376.98 3, 890 00 691 20 4,581 20 1, 294 13 
1;3, 0-H. 06 25,:351 42 59!) !JO I 24,751 52 195,739.53 15,310 00 2,7ll~l __ 
FLORIDA. 
Tallahassee ....................... . 
St. Augustine ...... . 
N ewnansville ..................... . 
'l'ampa ........................... . 
TotaL ..... ---······- ..••..... ·I·---------- -i- ----------- ---------- -- i------------ ----------.---- -i------- ·--------I--------------- -I---·-------.--------- .. --- ·-1------.----. 
IOWA. 658. 611 840 711 ........... .1 840 71 3,670.531 490 00 I 74 411 564 411--858111== 




































No. 9.-Statement cif publzc lands sold, cif casl~ received the'rifor, numbe1· o/ acres entered under the lwmestead law, &c.-Ool).tinucd 
Quantity sold in the sec- Amount received in mili- Quantity of land entered in the second half of the fiscal year under ~§ ~ 
ond half of the fiscal tary bonnty land scrip the home~tead law. of IIIay 20, 1862; amount of :jj;10 payments ..-<:lc;l 
Ql Ql 
year at and above the and in cash. thereon under section 2 of the act, and amount received under Ul Q)OO>, 
Ql 
~~~ minimum price, $1 25, section 6 of the act as registers' and receivers' commissions on § and amount received the value of the land-entered. 0-+-' ~ 
Land offices. I for the same. "" -;:.; t.JJ'I'l ~ ....... !=ic:> 
0! ]~~ 
Acres. I Amount. I Mil. bounty I Cash. I A<oa emb<ared I $10 paymont• IAm't <e<'d undo<J AggiTgate am't ~ "" 0 >. ..... 
land scrip. by homestead thereon. se_c. 6 of act as of $10 payments rc;; ~~:g entries. re~1sters' and re- and pay~e_nts for ·o 
ce1vers' com'ns. commisswns. o:l < ~ 
---
Council Bluffs ..................... 123.99 $155 02 ------·-·--- $155 02 3, 286.83 $440 00 $79 16 $519 16 $598 28 ................... 
l!'ort Dodge ........................ 1:n. 06 185 64 ................... 185 64 7, 507. 69 600 00 104 56 704 56 610 54 . ...................... 
Sioux City ........................ 61.86 77 32 ------------ 77 32 4, 513.26 310 00 61 29 371 29 565 06 ------------
Total .......................... 981.52 1, 258 69 ------------ 1, 258 6U 18,978.31 1, 840 00 :n9 42 2,159 42 2, 6:31 99 ·-----------
---------------
WISCONSIN. 
Menosha .......................... ], 350.69 2, 074 94 2, 074 94 12,458. 02 1, 300 00 170 12 1, 470 12 591 08 . ...................... . --. $33i-9i. Falls of St. Croix .................. 1, 231.88 3, 797 02 3, 465 11 14, 779. 54 1, 430 00 24:3 74 1, 673 74 609 72 ..................... 
Stevens's Point .................... 432.34 540 43 75 00 465 43 10, 732. 97 1, 210 00 135 16 1, 345 16 571 82 ...................... 
La Cro~se ......................... 3, 821.69 4, 979 37 ..................... 4, 975 37 98,087.20 10,450 00 1, 367 12 11,817 12 765 58 . ..................... 
Bayfield- .......................... 795.16 1, 294 76 100 00 1, 194 76 1, 313.18 110 00 21 42 131 42 522 08 .................. 
Eau Claire . - ...................... 1, 074. 18 1, 395 59 100 00 1, 295 59 27,293.79 2, 260 00 371 68 2, 631 68 515 32 ................... 
Total. .•.•.......•.......•..•.. 8, 705. 94 14,078 11 606 91 13,471 20 164, 664. 70 16,760 00 2, 309 24 19,069 24 3, 575 60 --· --------· -----· ~
MINNESOTA. 
Taylor'B Falls ............... _ ..... 1, 156.71 1, 445 8t;l 400 00 1, 049 89 9, 018.12 660 00 115 40 775 14 650 8::! ________ ,. ___ 
St. Cloud .......................... 644.74 893 15 400 00 493 15 59, 413. 17 3, 450 00 632 08 4, 082 08 579 71 -- -- -------· 
"\Vinuebago City ................... 687.08 1, 763 63 750 00 1, 01:3 63 87, 88;:?. 58 6, 420 00 1, 196 36 7, 616 36 580 03 -----------· 
J\linneapolis ....................... 846. 06 2, 089 70 699 19 1, 390 51 39,325. 45 4, 000 00 734 20 4, 734 20 716 55 -----·------
St.. retcr .......................... 1, 087.55 2, 639 29 1, 101 80 1, 537 49 52,818. 90 4, 900 00 872 26 5, 772 26 614 73 -----------· 
Henoerson ............... _. __ .. __ .. 37(). 04 470 64 ... .... .......... ..... 470 64 41,309. 62 3, 400 00 585 95 3, 98.) 95 431 27 ....................... 
Dnlcith .. .............. ........ _ .. 107.50 1:34 38 ...................... 134 38 1, 942. 92 130 00 2'1 29 154 29 529 84 ...................... 
Otter Tail City .... -- ........... __ . ------------ ------------ ------------ .................... ---------------- ---------------- ........................ --------------·- 500 00 . ...................... 
TotaL .................. _ ..... . ----I 6, 085 6U 1 __ 291, 710~~--22, 960 00 = 4, 160 28 ,- . 27, 120 28 ~ 02 95~~~ 
1, ;;g ~ I 1, ~g: 66 I ::: :::::: I 1, ~6 U 1 ...... ":'03: :~J. ...... ,._ oo . ·•··•· .. "•. ~.1.. ..... 1: ~·-~·I 1, ;:g g: 
4, 8$5. 68 9, 436 68 3, 350 99 
CALIFORNIA. 




































M,.y,.HJo .••..•••..•.••..•..••••.. l 2, 726.05 3, 407 59 
:::::~:~:1 Humboldt ......................... 1, 240.00 1, 550 00 ~~~~t~o~- ~ ~ ::::·:::::::: :::::::::::: 7, ~~8. 45 9,196 96 2, 034 . 60 2, 569 07 ...................... 
~ Total. ••••..••.•..•...••.••••.. 14,724.41 18,517 76 200 oo 1 
OREGON. 
Oregon City ..•........•.•.......•. 522.17 652 69 
············I Roseburg ..•.........•...........•. 4, 938.21 6, 172 81 ..................... 
Total. ..•.......••.......•...•. 5, 460.38 6, 825 5o 1- .... __ .... ·I 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Olympia ......•••..•........•..... 1, 148. 02 1. 465 "' I· ......... ·I Vancouver .....•..•............... 1, 085.31 1, 387 93 . -. 0 ..• 0 . •.. 
Total. ••.•••••.•...•..•..•••... 2, 233.33 2, 853 83 I· _ .__ . _ .. _ .. 
KANSAS. 
Topeka ....•....•.......•...•.•... 15.66 19 57 ....................... 
Atchison .......................•.. 75.52 94 41 ....................... 
Ilnroboldt ...............•......•.. 397.29 496 64 ........................ 
Junction City ......•......•........ 437.43 5·16 80 ...................... 
Total.: •...•..•..•••..•....•... 925.90 ] • 157 42 1- . _ ......... 
NEBRASKA TERRITORY. 
Omaha City .....•..............••. 240.59 300 73 ...................... 
.Brownville ..............•......... 826. 69 1, 033 37 100 00 
Nebraska City .•................... 12:). 82 157 28 ........................ 
Dakota City ....................•.. 118.40 2;.18 00 100 00 
----
Total. .............•.....•..••. j 1, 311.50 1, 739 38 1 200 00 
NEW l\IEXICO TERRITORY. 
............ [ ............ Santa Fe ..................... ... _. ................ 
DAKOTA TERRITORY. 
746 "1··········1 
Vermillion ...•..••.....•.....•..... 573.15 
~~~--- -- --------------~----
3, ="I 14,858 38 1 "" 00 I 192621 1.122 "'I 1, 550 00 509 71 40 00 6 27 46 37 9,196 96 10,909 45 760 00 148 82 908 82 
2, 569 07 12,723 35 850 00 158 91 1, 208 91 
18,317 761 52,289 67 1 3, 420 oo 1 674 12 1 4, 094 12 1 




1, 234 88 
6, 823 5o 1 28,813 34 1 1, 99o oo 1 359 79 1 2, 349 79 
1,46590 1 
1, 387 93 "· 351 68 1 17,831 87 ~.,0 00 1 l, 130 00 430921 ~22 28 2, 719 921 1, 352 28 
2, 853 83 1 53,183 55 1 3, 410 oo 1 662 20 1 4, 072 20 1 
19 57 60,422 38 ~ 4, 090 00 768 00 4, 858 00 
94 41 6, 731 70 570 00 89 39 659 39 
496 64 59,922 42 3, 930 00 749 00 4, 679 00 
546 80 42,144 91 2, 910 00 542 52 3, 452 52 
], 157 421 169,221 41 1 11,500 00 2, 148 91 1 13, 648 91 ! 
300 73 11,949 48 810 00 ~ 149 36 959 36 
933 37 17,911 99 1, 270 00 22:3 91 1, 493 91 
137 28 15, <141 07 1, 000 00 193 02 1,193 02 
148 00 5, 469 84 I 370 00 68 36 438 36 
1, 539 381 50,772 38 1 3, 450 00 63.:! 65 I 4, 084 65 
----- -·----·'-- ---------- ---·! ............... .!. ..... ......... .1. ...... ......... 1 
746431 n, 847 431 
- --~'" 00 I_ 1'8 d -- ____ "' "I 
992 21 
1
. ________ ... 
715 48 ...........• 
1, 338 61 ...........• 
1, 037 18 ...........• 
5, 849 38 ...... 0 ....• 
2, 206 521···· ········ 1,194 02 ···- .......• 
3, 400 54 1--. - - - - . - - .. 
·4, 404 osl···· ........ 
1, 104 92 --- - - .. - .- .. 
5, 508 97 1-----0 :· .---. 
509 43 ...................... 
514 35 ......................... 
320 07 ....................... 
558 32 ........................ 
1, 902 17 ...... 0 ...•• 
~6021== 5:31 51 ...........• 
543 62 - .. - .. 0 - .••• 
524 94 0 - - - ..... - . -
2, 139 09 l----~ . .:..:.:..=.:.:. 





































No. 9.-Statement Q.[public lands sold, of cash 'received tlterefor, number qf acres entered under tl~e homestead law, ~-c.-Continued. 
Land offices. 
RECAPITULATION. 
Quantity sold in the sec-
ond half of the fiscal 
year at and above the 
minimum price, $1 25, 
and amount received 
for the same. 
Amount received in mili-
tary bounty land scrip 
ancl in cash. 
Acres. Amount. ll'tfil. bounty 
land scrip. 
Cash. 
Quantity of land entered in the second half of the fiscal year under 
the homestead law of May 20, 1862; amount of $10 payments 
thereon under section 2 of the act, and amount received under 
section 6 of the act as registers' and receivers' commissions on 
the value of the land entered. 
Am't rec'd under: Aggregate am't 
Am't embraced I $10 payments I sec. 6 of act as 1 of $10 payments 
by ~omestead thereon. registers' andre- andpay~e:ntsfor 





















$1, 484 36 I __ ... __ ... __ $1, 4s4 36 $3, 649 21 $520 oo $s9 97 $609 97 $863 1s I ___________ _ 
~abama. · .......................• I ::::::::::: ::: '·: 3~: fJ; c; ~~; ~: ::::: :~: ~: : ~:; :; ::: llBi 16: •• ~; .• ~.;; r 00: :::::;.;: /; 95; :::: •• ::; . r. 95. ::: :~ S: ~ :~\: \ .••• : •• 
---~~: ~~~: ~~ ~ :: ~~·: ~~~: ~~:!::::: ~~~: ~~: :: ~~·: ~~~: ~~: ::::: ~~~·: ~~~: ~~: :::::: ~~·: ~~~: ~~ ~ :::::: :~': ~~~: ~~: :::::: ~~·: ~~~: ~~: ::: ~·: ~~~: ;~ :[:: :·::::::::: 
Iowa.............................. 981.52 1,25S 69~------------ 1,258 69 18,978 31 1,S40 00 319 42 2,159 42 2,63199 1------------
W,isconsin __ ....•. ____ . __ .. __ ...... S, 705. 94 14, 078 11 606 91 13, 471 20 164, 664 70 1~, 760 00 2, 309 24 19, 069 24 3, fi75 60 ........... . 
Mmnesota __ ....... __ ...... __ ...... 4, S55. 68 9, 436 6S 3, 350 99 6, OS5 69 291, 710 76 22, 960 00 4, 160 28 27, 120 2S 4, 602 00 1-- ......... . 
California . __ ..... __ ...... __ ....... 14, 724. 41 1S, 517 76 200 00 1S, 317 76 52, 2S9 67 3, 420 00 674 72 4, 094 72 5, 849 38 
1 
... __ ...... . 
Oregon ..... __ .. __ ..... __ .......... 5, 460. 3S 6, S25 50 -- .. -------- 6, S25 50 28, 813 34 1, 990 00 .359 79 2, 349 79 3, 400 54 1-- ......... . 
Washington 'l'erritory ____ .......... 2, 233. 33 2, R53 S3 -- .... -- .. -- 2, 853 83 53, 183 55 3, 410 00 662 20 4, 072 20 5, 50S 97 .......... .. 
Kansas............................ 925.90 1,157 42 ------------ 1,157 42 169,22141 11,500 00 2,14S 91 13,648 91 1,90217 1 .......... .. 
~~-~~~~i~e¥~!~~-[o;.;;:::::::: ::::: ... :~ ~~~~ ~~- .• -~'- :~~-~~. I ..... :~~-~~ ... -~'- ~~~- ~~ ....... ~~~ ::~. ~~ ....... -~'- ~~~. ~~ .......... ~~~. ~~ ........ ~·- ~~~- ~~. 2' ~~6 g6 
1
1:::::::::::: 
Dakota Territory __ : .... __ ......... 573. 15 746 43 1 .......... -- 746 43 11, S47 43 750 00 14S 09 89S 09 513 74 .......... .. 
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GENERAL LAND. OFFICE, October 14, 1863. 
SIR : I have the honor herewith to submit estimates of appropriations required 
by this branch of the public service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
1st. Estimates of salaries in this office. In this estimate the whole number 
of employes authorized by the acts of 1853 and 1855 is included, although the 
force employed during the present fiscal,year does not embrace the full number 
authorized by said acts ; yet the operations of the office, under past and pros-
pective legislation of Congress, may render necessary the employment of a 
larger force than is at present engaged, and in such case the appropriation will 
he available. Should it, however, be found unnecessary to increase the present 
working force, the balance of appropriation will remain in the treasury. The 
result of pursuing this course during the past year has been as follows : 
.Appropriations for salaries and contingent expenses------- .... $365, 840 00 
Expended for salaries and contingent expenses in the General 
Land Office ___ .... _____ . _ ..... _____ . ____ . $185, 033 03 
Expended for Pension Office from the fund of the 
General Land Office, by order of the Secretary 
of the Interior_ ........•.......•..... _ . __ • 17, 045 88 
202,078 91 
Leaving balance in the treasury unexpended. - .•.••.... 63, 761 09· 
2d. The estimate of appropriations for contingent expenses is omitted. It i& 
believed that sufficient balances of former appropriations exist to meet the inci--
dental expenses of the office to June 30, 1865. 
3d. We likewise ask for no appropriations for collecting the revenue from, 
sales of public lands and incidental expenses of the district land offices, existing· 
balances being thought amply sufficient to meet the requirements of such ser-· 
vice for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
4th. Claims for the two, three, and five per cents to certain States, and for 
refunding purchase-money for lands ille.pally sold, may rest for the present on. 
existing balances ; hence no appropriation therefor is called for at this time. 
Estimates for the surveying service will be submitted in a separate report. 
With high respect, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Hon. J.P. UsHER, 
J. M. EDMUNDS,, Commissioner. •. 
Secreta1·y qf the Interior. 
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No. 1 0-0ontinned. · 
Estimates qf appropriations required for tlte <dfice qf the Commissioner qf the 
General Land Office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
"'"'bO 'S.-d-5-S~ 0:..-d 
-~·s;§ gsf;l;aal~ ~~ 
~~§ § ~~_;g.O) 0) ... ~"' 
A "" '2 §~ §<~ 
+'0). 
OO)"' .... »;:s 
.... ~0) ,J:Jool"'""'ia:>ct-c ~~00 . ~ .... >,u-5 J:l ~0-~ 0 c,).-1 
Heads or titles of approp:r:iations. c:O~ ........ c.o -+".S:M >,0) • -~~~{ ~~&~ ~~ § 8-~ ~ ,"c::!~o- ~~ ~ 
~-~$~ "' A>-, t> ~ >, ......... ::s d~r:t~riJ-; AO>-, 
.§ ~: § S».OAO)c.l 2~b0 ·~ A'::l ::S~"' A• .... ::s 
-:;;'"' o>-, 1il ce QJ """" ....,c= A>· ..... 
Fl l'<l ~ 
For salary of Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
$3,000 per act of July 4, 1836, (5 Laws, page 111, section 10). ------------ .. .... --- .. 
For salary of recorder, per same act and act of March . 
3, 1837, (5 Laws, pages 1Jl and 164) .............. 2,000 ---· ---· ---- --·· ·----· 
For salary of chief clerk, per act of March 3, ] 853, 
(5 Laws, pa~ 111) ............................•. 2,000 ---- .... ---- ---- ...... 
For salary of t ree principal clerks of public lands, 
private land claims, and surveys, per act of July 4, .. 
1836, at $1,800 each, (5 Laws, page l11) ........... 5,400 -----· ------ ---· ------
For salary of three clerks of class four, per act of March 
3, 1853, (10 Laws, page 211, section 3) ............ 5,400 ------------ -----· ----For salary of twenty-three clerks of class three, per 
same act and act of April22, 1854, (10 Laws, pages 
211 and 276) ..•......................•••.....••. 36,800 ---- --·· --- .. --·····--· 
For salary of forty clerks of class two, per same acts .•• 56,000 -----· ------ ... ---- ---· 
For salary of forty clerks of class one, per same acts ... 48,000 --·-- ---- ....... ...... ·-----
For salary of draufhtsman, at $1,600, and assistant 
draughtsman, at 1,400, per act of July 4, 1836, (5 
Laws, page 112, section 10,) and act of April 22, 
1854, (10 Laws, page 276) .......................• 3,000 ---- ··-- ---- -----· ..... 
For salary of two messengers and three assistant mes-
sengers, per act of July 4, 1836, (5 Laws, page 112,) 
and per joint resolution of August 18, 1856, (11 
Laws, page 145,) viz: One messenger at $840, and 
four messengers at $700 each ..................•••. 3,600 . -....... -... --·····-·· 
For salary of two packers, at $600 each, per aet of July 
4, 1836, (5 Laws, page 112,) act of September 30, 
1850, (9 Laws, page 527,) and joint resolution of 
August 18, 1856, (11 Laws, page 145) ..........•.. 1,200 ------------ .. ---..... 
For salary of seven laborers, per joint resolution of 
August 18, 1856, (11 Laws, page 145,) and general 
4,200 appropriatjon act of June 23, 11:360 ...•............. ------------ ------ --·· For salary of seven night watchmen, per same resolu-
4,200 tion and same act ..•••........................... ·----· ------ ----------
For salary of one day watchman, per act of June 2, 
1858, (11 Laws, page 301) ••..•...••.••••••.•••••. 600 -----· ------ ..... -----· 
Total •••••••••••••.••.••••••••.•.•••.•••••. 175,440 .. . -.. -.. -..... - $175,440 
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No. 10-0ontinued. , 
Additional appropriations under military act cif Marek 3, 1855, and keTetcifore 
provided per act cif August 18, 1856, making appropriations, ~c., and sub-
sequent appropriatior, laws. 
Heads or titles of appropriations. 
For salary of one principal clerk as director .. ---- ..... 
For salary of one clerk of class three ... - - .. - .... - - - - . 
For salary of four clerks of class two- ............ -- .. 
For salary of forty clerks of class one ........ --------
For salary of two laborers, per joint resolution of 
August 18, 1856, (11 Laws, page 145). ------------







Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior, at his discretion, shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to use any portion of said appropriation for piece-work, or by the day, week, 
month, or year, at such rate or rates as he may deem just and fair, not exceeding a salary of 
twelve hundred dollars per annu~. 
No. 11.-Estimates of appropriations for the surveying department Jo1· the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
~ "'""' Q) 
tJ:l I .,.I Cl) 
~0~ ~ ~~ §'~ 0 
~-S~ ..., h ~§'""'~'B Q) I> • .-.l>!l.l) 
~ ~~f~.s ~ 
...... ~ g<&;;a 
Q)...: a1l ffi ,gj.s:~St..: ~~ 
Objects of appropriation. ...,~ §'..., te ;,.;~~~~gsces 
hl'l 'B.8 ~ 
.,..·;:::...,[;lQ) ~ 
~~ ~ g§ :~~ 
.lil ~~~~ Q) P.'lj ..... OltOO 
d s·5~~ 
"til p. Q)~..,q:l 
sd'd<>'d.., .§ ·- §;E -~ ~ ~ g~g~ 
~ l";il ... .., ~'B P.~'P.= 
For compensation of surveyo1·s general and their clerks in addition to tlte unexpended balances of 
former approp1·iations for the same objects. 
1. ·For compensation of the su;veyor general of "fisconsin and Iowa, per act of August 8, 1846, 
$2,000 00 $1,321 26 $678 74 (9 Statutes, page 79, sectwn 1) ........................................................ 
2. For compensation of the clerks in the office of surveyor general of Wisconsin and Iowa, per act 
of August 8, 1846, (9 Statutes, page 79, section 1) ...................................... 11,300 00 6,300 00 ···--· ......... 
3. For compensation of the surveyor general of Oregon, per act of May 30, 1862, (12 Statutes, 
page 410, section 9) ...............•..................•......•.............. _ ......•.. 2,500 00 2,500 00 ....................... 
4. For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of Oregon, per act of Sep-
tember 27, 1850, (9 Statutes, page 496, section 2) ....................................... 7, 400 00 ' 6,300 00 ........ -.......... 
5. For compensation of the surveyor general of California and Nevada, per act of May 30, 1862, 
(12 Statutes, page 410, section 9) ............................................ _ ..... _ ... 3,000 00 3,000 00 ....................... 
6. For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of California and Nevada, 
per act of March 3, 1853, (10 Statutes, page 245, section 2).-- .................. __ .... _ ... 12,500 00 12,500 00 ....................... 
7. For compensation of the surveyor general of Washington Territory, per act of May 30, 1862, 
(12 Statutes, page 410, section 9) ... _ ............................ -- .................... 2,500 00 2,500 00 ........ -... - .. -- .. 
8. For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of Washington Territory, 
per act of March 3, 1855, (10 Statutes, page 67 4, section 26).- ....... - .. - .. - ... - ... - ...... 7,100 00 6,300 00 ...................... 
9. For compensation of the surveyor general of New Mexico, per act of July 22, 1854, (10 Statutes, 
page 308, section 1) . _ - .. _ .. _ .. ___ • ___ . ____ ..•• ___ .• __ ..... __ . _ ........ _ . _____ ..... _ .. 3,000 00 3,000 00 .. --- -.. -.... -..... 
10: For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of New Mexico, per act of 
2,200 00 July 22, 1854, (10 Statutes, page 308, section 1) ................................. - ...... 1,750 00 1,000 00 
11. For compensation .of a translator in the office of the surveyor general of New Mexico.--.- ..... 2,000 00 500 00 1,500 00 
12. For compensation of the surveyor general of Kansas and Nebraska, per. act of July 22, 1854, (10 




































































For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of Kansas and Nebraska, 
per act of July 22, 1854, (10 Statutes, page 309, section 10) ............................ . 
For compensation of the Sl!!veyor goner~} of Minnesota, por act of May 18, 1796, (1 ·Statutes, 
page 464, section 10,) ajld act of March 3, 1857, (11 Statutes, page 212, section 1) ...•..... 
For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of Minnesota, per act of 
May 9, 1836, (5 Statutes, page 26, section 1,) and March 3, 1857, (11 Statutes, page 212, sec. l) 
For compensation of the surveyor general of the Territory of Dakota, per act of March 2, 1861, 
( 12 Statutes, page 244, section 17) . - ....................... - ....... - ................. _. 
For compensation of the clerks in the office of surveyor general of Dakota, per act of March 2, 
1861, (12 Statutes, page 244, section 17) .. _ .................... _...... . ......... ~. _ .. . 
For compensation of the surveyor general of Colorado and Utnh, per act of February 28, ""1861, 
( 12 Statutes, page 176, section 17) .............. _ .•...••...........•....•.•............ 
For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of Colorado and Utah, per 
act of February 28, 1861, (12 Statutes, page 176, section 17) ............................ . 
For compensation of the surveyor general of t)le Territory of Arizona, per act of February 24, 
1863, (12 Statutes, page 665, section 2) ... __ ..... -- ........•.................•......... 
For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of the Tenitory of Arizona, 
per act of February 24, 1863, (12 Statutes, page 665, section 2) ..•.•.......•... ---- .. ----. 
For compensation of the surveyor general of the Territory of Idaho ...............• - ........ . 
For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of the Territory of Idaho ... . 
For compensation of the recorder of land titles in Missouri, per act of March 2, 1805, (2 Stat., p. 326) 
For compensation of clerks in the offices of the surveyors general, to be apportioned to them 
according to the exigencies of the public service, and to be employed in transcribing field-notes 
of surveys, for the purpose of preserving them at ihe seat of gtlvernment ...• -- .. ---- ..• ---. 
For contingent expenses of the offices of surveyors general of d~tferent surveying districts in addition 






For rent of the surveyor general's office in Oregon, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental 
expenses, including pay of messenger, act of Sertember 27,1850, (9 Statutes, page 496, sec. 2) 
For rent of the surveyor general's office in California, fuel, books, stationery, and other inci-
dental expenses, including pay of messenger, act of March 3, 1853, (9 Statutes, page 245, sec. 2) 
For rent of office for the surveyor general of \Vashington Territory, fuel, books, stationery, and 
other incidental expenses ............. _ ............................................ -- .. 
For rent of the surveyor general's office in New Mexico, fuel, books, stationery, and other inci-
dental expenses, act of July 22, J 854, ( 10 Statutes, page 308, section 1) ...•.... - - - -... - - - . 
For rent of office for the surveyor general of Kansas and Nebraska, fuel, and incidental expenses, 




















8,000 00 ..... -- ....... - ... 
2,000 00 -- .. - ---- -- ..... 
6,300 00 .......... - ...... -.. -.. 
2,000 00 .............................. 
4,000 00 600 00 
3,000 00 ..... -.. -- ................ 
4,000 00 -------- .......... 
3,000 00 -- ............ - .. -..... 
4,000 00 ... .............. --........ 
2,500 00 ............................. 
4,000 00 ................... - ..... 
500 00 ............................ 
10,000 00 ........................... .. 
100,521 26 1 4,978 74 
500 00 1,500 00 
6,000 00 ........................... 
1,600 00 400 00 
.............................. 2,000 00 



























































No. 11.-Estimates if app-ropriat;ons for the surveying department, ~-c.-Continued. 
00 oo 'H a> 
~ ~(b~~~ a .::o.:: ~.,j 
~ ~.~ ~ ..§§~~~ ~~ 
t -~ r; ~ "'"' 2 ~g~~.§ .Qro;; ~~;§ +'Q) ,_.p.... 
Objects of appropriation 
"'.....; ~1l ~ "'0"' s p. tSca~ 
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For rent of the surveyor general's office of Dakota Territory, fuel, books, and incidental ex-
penses, act. March 2, Hl61, (12 Statutes, pag·e 244, section 17)-.--- .. - ..........•........ -I $2, 000 00 
For rent of the surveyor general's office of Colorado Territory, fuel, books, stationery, and other 
incidental expenses, act of February 28, 1~6J, (12 Statutes, page 176, section 17). __ .. _____ . 
For rent of the surveyor geneml's office of Arizona Territory, fuel, books, stationery, and other 
$1,500 O? $1,500 00 $500 00 
2,000 00 2,000 00 1,000 00 
incidental expenses ........ ! .... - - ~ ....... - - -- -- - - --- - - - - - -- - - - - . - - -- - -- - - - ....... - ... 
1 
Foi~~!~!n~~lt~~p~~~::~~· _ ~~~~~~1:~. ~~~e- ~~ _ ~c~~~~ _ ~-e~~·i:~? ~ :~l~:·. ~~~:r_s: _s_t~:i~~~?: -~~~ -~t~~~- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~OO 00 !.=:_:.~!~~ 
____________ 16,100 oo 1 8,400 oo I 14,000 oo 
3,000 00 
EXPLANATION OF THE FOREGOING ESTIMATES. 
4, 6, 8, 13. These amounts are estimated, for the reason that the allowances for clerk hire, per respective organic acts, are found inadequate for the service. 
11. The organic act of Congress provides no compensation for translator. Special appropriations of $2,000 per annum have been made for that purpose 
from year to year. · · 
21. The organic act of February 24, 1863, section 2, provides same compensation as that allowed for the clerks in New Mexico. 
22, 23, 34. The act of March 3, 1863, organizin(l' the Territory of Idaho, provided no surveying district therein, nor created the office of the surveyor 
general. Should, hmvever, Congress deem it propm? to enact those laws, these estimates are submitted as necessary for the purposes. 
29, 32. No estimates are submitted, for the reason that there will exist unexpended balances of former appropriations sufficient to cover the expenses 
during the fiscal year. 
33. The organic act of February 24, 1863, section 2, provides no allowance for the purpose; the sum of $3,000, estimated, will be required to fit up and 
meet the expenses of the office. · 
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No. 12.-Estimates if app'rozJ?·iations requ£red for surveying the public lands 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
Objects of appropriation. 
Nebraska, Utab, Dakota, Colorado, Nevada, Arizo-
na, and Idaho. This estimate includes incidental ex- * $46, 000 
penses, island s·urveys in the interior, and all other t 20, 000 
1. For surveying the public lands, exclusive of California, ) 
Oregon, vVashington Territory, New Mexico, Kansas, 
special and difficult surveys demanding augmented ----
rates, to be apportioned and applied to the several 66, 000 $50, 000 $8,000 
districts according to the exigencies of the public ser-
vice, in addition to unexpended balances of former 
appropriations for the same objects. 
2. For surveying the public lands in California and Nevada. 
3. For surveying the public lands in Oregon ..... -- ....... . 
4. For surveying the public lands in Washington Territory. 
5. For surveying the public lands in the Territory of Colo-
rado __________ ------------------------------------·--
6. For surveying the public lands in Kansas and Nebraska. 
7. For surveying the public lands in the Territory of Da-
kota.------------- _______ ----·----------------------











20,000 ........... .. 










9. For surveying the public lands in the Territory of Ari-
zona _______________________ -.- ___ .. _____ . _____ ... ___ ..•.... _ _ _ _ _ 10, 000 ------- •. ---- 5, 000 
10. For surveying the public lands in the Territory of Utah ........... __ -.---.---. -------.----- -- .. -----. 
11. For surveying the public lands in the Territory of Idaho. . . . . . . . . . . . . 15, 000 --- . -- - .. -. - . -- .... - ..• 
..... : ...... 12~0, 000 1 8, 000 105,000 
EXPLANATION OF THE FOREGOING ESTIMATES. 
1. The sum of $50,000 (together with $8,000, unexpended balances of former appropriations, being over and 
above all surveyi.ug liabilities, in Florida, Louisiana, \Visconsin, and Minnesota) is to be apportioned as fol-
lows, viz: 'fo the State of ~innesota, $14,000, and Wisconsin, $40,000. The two latter amounts are exclusive 
of $2,000 for incidental expenses for each of the respective surveyors general's offices. The increased estimate 
for the surveying service in Wisconsin is submitted for the purpose of completing the surveys in that State, 
preparatory to closing the surveyor general's office, the annual expenses of which are about $8,000, a sum 
equal to the interest on four times the amount necessary to complete the surveys, when this annual expendi-
ture may be dispensed with. 
2. Of the $50,000 estimated the sum of $30,000 is intended for surveys in California and $20,000 in Nevada. 
Territory. '!'he increased amount proposed for the extension of the public surveys in California and Nevada, 
and Kansas and Nebraska, are necessitated by the obligations on the part of the government to survey the 
lands along the line of the Pacific railroad, preparatory to their allotment to that improvement, the progress of 
which is stimulated by the vast mineral discoveries in the Territories traversed by its contemplated line. The 
amount mimed for those districts, respectively, will be barely sufficient to keep pace with the actual construc-
tion of the road under existing arrangements. Should the progress of this great and necessary improvement, 
prior to the acljournment of Congress, indicate a necessity for further surveys along its line, a subsequent 
communication upon the subject will be submitted. 
3, 4, anc15. The estimates now submitted for Oregon and Washington Territory being with the understand-
ing that the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall have the power, where found indispensable in 
order to have the work done, to make a reasonable and just increase of the maximum rate of $8 per mile. 
The very large increase of population in Eastern Oregon, Washington, and also in Colorado Territory, induced 
by the rich mineral discoveries upon the rivers and mountain ranges of that section, necessitates a more 
rapid extension of the public surveys, and the sums named are the lowest that can possibly be made to meet 
the public demand, and· are considerably below what might be profitably cxpeOtded; and it is hoped that a 
liberal policy towards these distant sections will receive the sanction of the government. 
6. For explanation of estimate No. 6 see explanation No. 2. 
7. The amount of $15,000 is estimated fvr tho extension of public surveys in Dakota Territory to such 
localities as shall be required for actual settlements. 
8. The sum of $10,000 is estimated for the surveys in New Mexico, in such localities as the actual wants of 
settlers may require. 
9. The sum of $10,000 is estimated for the surveys of publlc lands in the Territory of Arizona, in such 
portions thereof as the wants of settlers may require. 
10. No estimate is submitted, for the reason that there exists no demand for the surveyed lands in Utah 
T erritory. 
11. The act of March 3, 1863, organi~ing the Territory of Idaho, provided no surveying district therein. 
The rich mineral deposits known to exist over a considerable portion of Idaho are attracting a large and 
enterprising population upon the eastern and western slopes and within the mountain ranges of that Territory. 
The establishment of a surveying district and a liberal appropriation for surveys are imperatively demanded. 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, October 22, 1863. 
* Wisconsin. t Minnesota. 
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No.13. 
Estimates qf appropriations for tke surveying department to supply df!ficiencies 
for tke fiscal years ending June 30, 1863 and 1864. 
Objects of appropriation. 
1. For compensation of the surveyor general of Illinois and Missouri, (Statutes 
at Large, volume 3, page 412) . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - __ . ______ _ 
2. F~r c01;npensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of Cal-
Ifornia ____ . __ .. ___ - _--- _- .. ---- ---- --. - -·--- --- -- . --- - --- . -----. ___ _ 
3. For compensation of the surveyor general of Arizona, (act February 24, 1863, 
12~tatutes, page 665, section 2) __ -.- . ----- . ----. - _-. __ . ________ .. _- __ . 
4. For mpensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of Arizona. 
Total __ • __ • ___ •• ___ - - -- - - - - -- - -- ••. - - _ - - -- - - -. -- -. - - __ - - ____ -_ - - - -







1. The $1,668 48 is for the period embraced between the 1st January and 31st October, 
1863, when, by instruc.tions from this office, the surveyor general's office at St. Louis, Mo., 
will be finally closed and discontinued. The archives of the original records of the surveying 
service in Illinois and Missouri having been reported by the surveyor general completed, will 
be placed in the custody of the recorder of land titles at St. Louis, Mo., to be ultimately de 
livered over to the authorities of the respective States upon the passage of the requisite laws 
for their reception. 
2. The amount of $1,350 has been incurred by the surveyor general of California in excess 
of the appropriation of $11,000 for clerk-hire, per act March 14, 1862, to cover which the fore-
going estimate is submitted. 
3. This sum is estimated for salary of surveyor general from such time as he shall enter 
upon his official duties in the Territory under the law to the 30th June, 1864, for which no 
appropriation was made during the last session of Congress. 
4. This estimate is for clerk-hire from such time as the surveyor general may find it neces-
sary to employ clerks in his office to the 30th June, 1864, for which no appropriation has 
been made. 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, October 22, 1863 . 
.A. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Dubuque, Octobe1· 1, 1863. 
SIR: In compliance with your instructions of the 27th May last, I have the 
honor to submit my annual report of the surveying operations within this 
district. · 
Surveys executed in tlze fiscal year ending June 30, 1863. 
1. .A part of the· township line between townships No. 46 and 4 7 north, 
range 2 east, of the 4th principal meridian, in Wisconsin, being in length two 
miles, sixty-eig·ht chains, and thirty-five links. 
2. The following named thirteen townships have been subdivided into sec-
tions, viz: township 44 north, range 4; townships 35, 42, 43, and 44 north, 
range 5; townships 36, 42, 43. and 44 north, range 6; townships 36, 37, 43, and 
44 north, range 7; all east of the 4th principal meridian, Wisconsin; amounting 
to nine hundred and fifty-two miles, thirty-eight chains, and thirty-five links. 
3. The survey of the private claim at Green Bay, Wisconsin, on the military 
reserve in township 24 north, range 20 east, of the 4th meridian, confirmed to 
Francis Laventure, and executed under a per diem compensation. 
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Office wo'rk since last annual 'repo'rt. 
1. The field-notes of all the surveys above described, and also those of town-
ships 33 north, ranges 9, 10 and 11, east, of the 4th principal meridian, Wis-
consin, have been carefully examined in the light of the instructions under 
which they were executed. 
2. The survey of the Laventure claim has been protracted, duplicate dia-
grams thereof constructed, and the field-notes transcribed. 
3. The field-notes of the following twenty-seven townships have been pro-
tracted, triplicate maps of each one thereof constructed, and the maps filed and 
transmitted as required by law, viz: township No. 4 7 north, range 1 east, 4th 
meridian; townships Nos. 44, 45, 46, and 47 north, range 2 east, 4th meridian; 
townships Nos. 44, 45, and 46 north, range 3 east, 4th meridian; township No. 
44 north, range 4 east, 4th meridian; townships Nos. 35, 42, 43, and 44 north, 
range 5 east, 4th meridian; townships Nos. 36, 42, 43, and 44 north, range 6 
east, 4th meridian; townships Nos. 36, 37, 43, and 44 north, range 7 east, 4th 
meridian; township No. 33 north, range 9, 10, and 11 east, 4th meridian; 
township No. 45 north, range 2 and 5 west, 4th meridian ; township No. 42 
north, range 9 west, 4th meridian. This work embraces the traverse of five 
hundred and twenty-seven miles of meanders. 
4. Transcripts have been prepared and transmitted of the entire field-notes 
of each of the twenty-seven townships last above named, and also of the fol-
lowing, viz: townships 44, ~5, 46, 52, and 53 north, range 1; township 42 
north, range 11; townships 32, 33, and 34 north, range 21, all east of the 4th 
principal meridian; and townships 44, 46, 4 7, 51, 52, and 53 north, range 1; 
townships 50 to 53 inclusive, north, range 2 ; townships 45, 51, 52, and 53 
north, range 3; township 45 north, range 4; township 46 north, ranges 5 and 6; 
townships 43 to 48 inclusive, north, range 7; townships 40, 4 7, and 48 north, 
range 8; townships 41, 43, 49, and 50 north, range 9; townships 42 and 43 
north, range 10, and townships 46, 47, and 48 north, range 15, all west of the 
4th meridian, Wisconsin; all of which have been carefully compared with the 
original, and each has been prefaced by an index dragram. 
5. Lists descriptive of the land and all the corners in one hundred and ninety-
three several townships have been made, carefully compared with the original 
field-notes, certified and transmitted to the proper local land offices. 
6. A large amount of labor, equivalent to the whole time of one competent 
clerk, bas been bestowed upon applications for the survey of islands and accre-
tions, ap.swering inquiries in reference to swamp lands in Iowa, lists of which 
are accumulating in this office, but upon which no action can be taken under 
existipg instructions; drawing contracts and bonds with, and special instructions 
to deputy surveyors, now required in quadruplicate; keeping up an anomalous 
correspondence, a part of which relates to the method of subdividing both plain 
and fractional sections, and of establishing corners where the original is 
destroyed. 
Promiscuous. 
1. All the surveys contracted for by my predecessor, out of the apportion-
ment to this district, for the year ending 30th of J ·une last, have, with the ex-
ception of three townships of subdividing, been completed and paid for. 
These three townships are embraced in the contract of Joseph H. Jenkins, 
deputy surveyor, for the subdivision of seven townships, dated September 4, 
1862. Of his seven townships, Mr . .Jenkins, after executing the survey of four. 
suspended operations for the season. After the duties of the office devolved 
upon me, and some four months after he left the field, he applied for an exten-
sion of time. This request was declined, and he was advised that the appor-
I 
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tionment had been absorbed into $237 61, while the unsurveyed portion of his 
work would amount to about $1,200. Since contracting for surveys to the ex-
tent of the apportionment for the present fiscal year, I have learned, unofficially, 
that he is prosecuting his work to completion. · 
2. I have devoted the apportionment to this district for continuing the public 
surveys during· the present fiscal year to the subdivision of the following twenty-
two townships, situate east of the 4th principal meridian in Wisconsin, viz : 
Townships 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40 north, ranges 8, 9, and 10. 
Townships 38 and 39 north, ranges 5, 6, and 7. 
r_rownship 40 north, range 7. . 
These townships are densely wooded, principally with pine, tamarack, balsam 
fir, hemlock, and some other varieties of evergreen timber, are swampy, and are 
interspersed with numerous lakes, covering from ten to two thousand acres each. 
These lakes are generally connected with each other, and these with the vVis-
consin, Chippewa, Yellow, and other rivers, by streams of sufficient capacity to 
float saw-logs. The locality now under survey was selected solely on account 
of the pine timber which it embraces, and which is being used to supply the 
mills that have long been in operation on the Wisconsin river. 
The soil, as a general thing, is valueless for agricultural purposes, and, when 
stripped of its timber, will not find purchasers at any price; whereas, if promptly 
surveyed and thrown upon the market, large portions of it will command a 
ready sale. 
3. The whole unsurveyed portion of the district lies north of township 
thirty-two, and east of the fourth principal meridian~ in Wisconsin. This un-
surveyed region is very similar in all respects with the twenty-two townships 
now under survey. It comprises the exterior lines of thirty-five, and the sub-
dividing of ninety-one, full and fractional townships. If the leading object of the 
survey is to sell the lands, then (on account of their being valuable alone for 
their timber, and which is being constantly trespassed upon) the argument t.hat . 
favors an immediate survey thereof is unanswerable. 
I have therefore estimateQ_ for closing the surveys in this district next season. 
Should this estimate, as I ft'ust it will, meet with your approval, it will become 
necessary that the appropriation be made at least early enough to enable the 
deputies to commence operations in ~he field by the middle of May next. This 
will give them but three and a half months available for field services in that 
latitude. 
Papers accompanying and forming a part if this report . 
.A.-Incidental expense account for the third and fourth quarters ~f 1862, 
and the first and second quarters of 1863, being the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1863. 
B.-Schedule showing the contracts and the condition of the surveys, out of 
the apportionment to this district, for the ~seal year ending June 30, 1863. 
C.-Schedule showing the contracts and the condition of the surveys, out of 
the apportionment to this district, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1864. 
D.-Schedule showing the areas of the several townships, with the sum total 
thereof, that have been surveyed during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863. 
E.-Esti:~nates for the surveying service in this district for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1865. 
F.-Map of the State of Wisconsin, showing the condition of both the field 
and office work, affecting the public surveys therein . 
.All which is respectfully submitted. 
Ron. J. M. EDMUNDS, 
HENRY .A. WILTSE, 
Surveyor General. 
Commissioner if the General Land Office. 
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A.-Incidental expense account for the third and fourth qum·ters if 1862, and 
th,e first and second quarters if 1863, being the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1863. 
For the quarter ending September 30, 1862., .....•............ 
For the quarter ending December 31, 1862 .................... . 
For the quarter ending March 31, 1863 ....................... . 





Total. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 037 53 
----
HBNRY A. WILTSE, 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, October 1, 1862. 
s.~trveyor General. 
B.-Schedule showing the contracts and the condition qf the surveys, out of the apportionment to tl-tis district for the 'fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1863. 
Name of deputy. Date of contract. Character of the work. Amount and locality. "' Present condition. 
Elisha S. Norris ..... June 26, 1862 .... Subdivisions .....•... Township 44 north, range 4; townships Surveys completed, notes returned and ap-
42, 43, and 44, range 5; townships proved, and plats and transq·ipts trans-
42, 43, and 44, range 6; and townships mitted. 
43 and 44, range 7 east, of the 4th 
meridian, Wisconsin. 
Joseph H. Jenkins ... September 4, 1862. Subdivisions .••••••.. Townships 35, 36, and 37 north, range 5; Survey completed of 35 north, range 5; 36 
and townships 36 and 37, ranges 6 and north, range 6; and 36 and 37 north, 
• 7 east, 4th meridian, Wisconsin . range 7 east, of 4th meridian; notes ap-
proved, and plats and transcripts trans-
mit ted. 
Hiram C. Fellows .••. April27, 1863 •••. Subdivisions .••..•.•. Township 33 north, ranges 9, 10, and 11 Survey made in 1860 confirmed by contract 
east, 4th meridian Wisconsin. April27, 1863, notes approved, and plats 
and transcripts transmitted. 
----------- -- - ---- - - ---~-
C.-Schedule showing the contracts and the condition qf tl~e SU'rveys out qf the appm·tionment to tl~is district for the .fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1864. 
Name of deputy. Date of contract. Character of the work. Amount and locality. Present condition. 
Wm. E. Daugherty .. June 31, 1863 •... Subdivisions ..••.••.. Townships 36 and 37 north, range 8; Parties in the field. 
townships 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40 north, 
range 9; townships 36, 37, 38, 39, and 
40, range ] 0 east, of the 4th meridian 
Wisconsin. ' 
Alexander Anderson .. June 13, 1863 •••. Subdivisions .••••••.. Townshi~s 38 and 39 north, range 5 ; Parties in the field. 
townsh~ps 38 and 39 north, range 6 ; 
townships 38, 39, and 40, ranges 7 and 
8 east, of 4th meridian, Wisconsin. 
-
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D. 
L1'st of lands surveyed in Wisconsin from July 1, 1862, to June 30, 1863. 
Description. Acres of pub- Acres of pri-',Total number Remarks. 
lie lands. vate claims. of acres. 
1 T.32N., R.1E.,4th ..... 26,406.18 ------------
2 T.33N., R.1E.,4th ..... 26,599.62 ------·---·-
3 T.47N.,R.1E.,4th ..... 10,858.40 --··--------
4 T.32N., R.2E.,4th ..... 23,272.53 --------·---
5 T. 33 N., R. 2 E., 4th.---- 22,069.28 ---- --·- ----
6 T. 44 N., R. 2 E., 4th.---- 22,582.96 ------------
7 T.45N., R.2E.,4th _____ 23,087.49 ------------
8 T.46N., R.2E.,4th ..... 20,048.03 -------····-
9 T.47N., R.2E.,4th..... 1,529.70 ---·------·-
10 T.33N., R.3E.,4th ..... 22,734.39 -----------· 
11 T.44N., R.3E.,4th _____ 22,123.72 --·--------· 
12 T.45N., R.3E.,4th..... 8,413.15 --·-------·· 
13 T.46N., R.3E.,4th..... 822.70 ----------·· 
14 T.33N., R.4E.,4th ..... 23,217.19 ------------
15 T.44N., R.4E.,4th ..... 16,839.23 ---------·--
16 T.35N., R.5E.,4th ..... 22,707.14 ------···---
17 T.42N., R.5E.,4th ..... 18,402.71 ----------·-
18 T.43N., R.5E.,4th _____ 20,086.67 ----------·-
19 T.44N.,R.5E.,4th _____ 10,402.71 --·---------
20 T.36N., R.6E.,4th ..... 22,505.13 ------·---·· 
21 T.42N., R.6E.,4th ..... 20,461.36 ---·---·-·--
22 T.43N., R.6E.,4th ..... 16,570.57 ----------·-
23 T.44N., R.6E.,4th..... 5,143.46 -------·----
24 T.36N.,R.7E.,4th ..... 22,233.95 ------------
25 T.37N., R.7E.,4th ..... 22,228.31 ------------
26 T.43 N., R.7E.,4th _____ 18,333.69 ------------
27 T.44N., R.7E.,4th..... 359.94 ------------
28 T.33N., R.9E.,4th ..... 23,155.27 ------·-----
29 T.33N., R.10E.,4th .... 19,850.77 -------·----
30 T_33N., R.ll E.,4th .... 22,416.72 ------------
31 T.42N., R.11 E.,4th ____ 16,004.67 ----------·-
32 T 45N., R.2W.,4th .... 23,057.02 ----·---·---
33 T.45N., R.5"\V.,4th .... 23,226.63 ---·--·---·-
34 T.42N., R.9"\V.,4th .... 23,163.13 ------------
Omitted in last year's list. 
35 T. 34 N., R. 7 E., 4th.---- 22,774.29 ------------
36 T.30N,R.10W.,4th ... 23,781.20------------





































640. 00 Laventure cl'm 
at Green Bay. 
TotaL------------- 667,469.911 640. 00 1 668. 109. 91 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
HENRY A. vVILTSE, Surveyor General. 
Dubuque, October 1, 1863. 
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E.-Estimates qf appropriation requi1·ed for completing tlw public surveys 'ln 
the State qf fVisconsin during tl~e year ending June 30, 1865. 
For survey of township lines .............................. . 
For subdivision of ninety-one townships .................... . 




':rotal ......... : . .... -............................ 46, ooo oo 
'· 
Estimates for 3alary qf surveyor general qf W1:sconsin and Imoa, and the clerks 
in his office, (as per act qf August 8, 1846,) for the year ending June 30, 
1865. 
For salary of Henry A. Wiltse, surveyor general ............. . 
For safttry of chief clerk ................................. . 
For salary of principal draughtsman .........•.............. 
For salary of assistant draughtsman. . . . . .................. . 
For salary of assistant draughtsman ....................... . 





1, 100 00 
1,100 00 
8,300 00 
'Estimate of appropriation required for salary of clerks to com-
plete the transcribing of field-notes for preservation at the seat 
of government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 000 -00 
Total ........... : . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13, 300 00 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Dubuque, October 1, 1863. 
B. 
HENRY A. WILTSE, 
Surveyor General. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
St. Paul, September 25, 1863. 
SIR: I beg to submit the following report of the progress· of the public sur-
veys in this surveying district, and the general amount of office business per-
formed, since the date of my last annual report, and transmit herewith in tripli-
cate the usual statements, maps and estimates, required by your instructions to 
accompany the same. 
Ivly last report gave the causes that prevented the prosecution of the field 
work contracted for under the very limited appropriation made for carrying for-
ward the public surveys for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, during the . 
season of 1862, and the only progress made therein since that date to the 1st of 
September has been the subdivision of two fractional townships on the 1\Hssis-
sippi river, by Messrs. Wright and Banker, which have been approved, and the 
plats transmitted. Mr. Wright returned to the field several weeks since, and is 
prosecuting his work with vigor, the notes of one township having been re-
ceived, which are now being examined and platted. I have no doubt the whole 
contract will be completed before the close of the season. 
The condition of that part of the State, containing the townships contracted 
for subdivision by Messrs. Brockmann & Meyers, has not been sufficiently free 
I 
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from danger from the Indians, as to render it safe to prosecute the surveys the 
present season. I have therefore cancelled the contract, and inclu~ed the esti-
mated amount of same, with the sanction of the department, with the appropria-
tion to be expended in the field during the present fiscal year. 
In accordance with the recommendat~on in my last report, and under your in-
structions of .M:ay 8, 1863, I have contracted for the survey of such townships 
only (under the appropriation for the present fiscal year) as are valuable, and 
sought after for their pine timber; but as those lands are of the most difficult 
character to survey, as well as difficult of access, and distant from any point 
where supplies can be procured, and also required to a great extent to be town-
shipped, it was only by including in the same contract a sufficient amount of 
subdivisional surveys, in connexion with the township and other principal lines, 
that I could secure competent and reliable deputies to urtdertake the work. I 
have therefore embraced in two contracts the whole appropriation, and the con-
tractors with large parties are now in the field, with every expectation Gf com-
pleting the surveys before the close of the .present surveying season. 
The views expressed in my last annual report, and again referred to in the 
communication accompanying my advance estimates of appropriations required 
for the next fiscal year, respecting the necessity of continuing to carry forward 
the surveys in that section of the State containing valuable pineries, remain un-
changed; and I have therefore recommended a very moderate sum for such 
surveys, without specifying the precise localities, awaiting the receipt of the 
notes of the present season's operations, in order to select the townships offering 
the greatest inducements to lumbermen. 
I have also advised the subdivision, to a small extent, of townships bordering 
on the Minnesota river, being assured that immediately all feeling of appre-
hension from further Indian troubles is removed, there will be a great demand 
for those valuable farming lands, and that they should be brought into market 
at as early a day as practicable. 
With the reduction of the office f.orce since the 1st of July, rendered necessary 
from the small appropriation made by the last Congress for salaries for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1864, I find it difficult to carry forward the public busi· 
ness with the promptness that is desirable, and it will be hardly possible to keep 
up the office with the field work that will be executed the present season, without 
having other business partially neglected. I deem it therefore most essential 
that the clerical force of the office should at least be restored to the number em-
ployed during the last fiscal year, and have in my estimate for salaries placed 
the amount at the sum heretofore granted for regular clerks. " 
The duties connected with depredations on the public lands have occupied a 
large portion of my attention. Extensive examinations show that trespasses 
have been committecl, not only on the pine lands, but also in other localities, 
for railroad ties and for cord wood. As, however, parties now find that all SJich 
depredations will be closely watched, and the penalty imposed being sufficiently 
heavy to make them unprofitable, I have no doubt they will in a great measure 
be discontinued, and the land required for such purposes honestly bought from 
the government. 
The office work has been confined mainly to the preparation of the swamp 
land lists, the whole work on which would have been completed before this, but 
from a misapprehension of the instructions of the department, respecting the ob-
taining from the local land offices the data of lands sold or disposed of, and also 
from the want of sufficient instructions to this office and such local offices, as to 
certain lands falling within the limits of the railroad land grants, and which, in 
the opinion of the department, should be excluded from the lists, as not coming 
within the grant to the State. From these causes, a very much greater amount 
of time has been consumed in the preparation' of these lists than would have 
been required, had this office and the local land offices been more fully and de-
5 I 
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finitely instructed. A portion of the lists have, however, been fully completed, 
and the remainder are being finished as rapidly as my present clerical force will 
admit. 
The following summary exhibits the general amount of office business per-
formed since the last annual report, to wit: 
The original notes of seventy-seven miles of subdivisional surveys, including 
twenty-three miles of meanders, have been examined and platted, the contents 
of the fractional lots calculated and placed on the original maps and copies. 
Two township plats (being all the field work completed, and returns made of 
the contracts entered into in 1862 up to 1st of September) have been constructed 
from the original notes, and copies of same transmitted to the Geneml Land Office 
and district land office. 
"J.1here have been transcribed from the original field-notes, for preservation at 
the seat of government and for records for this office, 2, 7 46 pages, the same com-
pared, paged and indexed, with diagram and title page to each township. 
There have been prepared from the original field-notes, and carefully com-
pared with same, forty-two townships' descriptive notes, showing the establish-
ment of the exterior and interior corner boundaries, and description of the soil, 
timber, &c., on the section Hnes. 
There have been carefully selected and listed the remaining swamp and over-
flowed lands, (not embraced in the last report,) as shown by the plats and field-
notes, comprising 1,053,825.24 acres; final lists made of the same after revi-
sion at the local land offices, and a portion of the copies made for transmission 
to the General Land Office and the registers of the district land offices, being in all 
2,445 sheets, averaging 32 deseTiptions to the sheet. 
A considerable amount of time has been necessarily occupied in the business 
connected with the care and preservation of the timber on the public lands, 
which, together with the usual miscellaneous office business, such as instruc-
tions to deputies, making out their contracts and bonds in quadruplicate, copies 
of field-notes, and diagrams of the exterior boundaries of their surveys, informa-
tion and instructions to county surveyors, making out accounts, and the general 
correspondence and 1·ecording of same, makes up a large amount of office work, 
although not admitting of any detailed statement. 
The following comprise the several statements, estimates, and maps, accom-
panying this report : 
A.-The amount, character, locality, and present condition of the surveys in 
the field. 
B.-Original, Commissioner's and register's plats made and copied, with date 
of tr·ansmission. . 
C.-Estimate of appropriation for surveys for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1865. 
D.~Estimate of appropriation for salaries of surveyor general and clerks for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
E.-Abstract account of the incidental expenses of the office for the year 
ending September 30, 1863. 
F.-Sketch of the public surveys in Minnesota. 
G . ...,...,.,.Statement showing number of townships surveyed and areas of land 
therein. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. D. WASHBURN, 
Surveyor General. 
J. l\f. EDMUNDS, Esq., 
Commis.sioner if the General Land Office, Wasl~ington, D. C. 
A.-Statement showing the amount, character, locality, and present condition qf the field work qf the surveys in Minnesota uncompleted 
at and undertaken since tlte date qf tlle last annual report. 
Name of deputy and date of contract. I Character of work. 
Brockman & Meyers, July 3, 1862 .••..•.. 1 Subdivisions. 
Wright & Banker, July 23, 1862 ..•....•. 
Rufus Cook, August 18, 1863 ............. 1 Subdivisions and township lines. 
Johnson & Thornton, August 19, 1863 .... 1 Guide meridian No.3, lOth stan· 
dard parallel, township lines, 
and subdivisions. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, St. Paul, Septernber 25, 1863. 
Amount and locality. 
Townships 116 north, ranges 38, 39, and 40; 
114 north, ranges 37 and 38; and 115north, 
ranges 38 and 39 west. 
Townships 133 north, ranges 31, 32, 33, 34, 
and 35; 134 north, ranges 33 and 34; 135 
north, range 34; and fractional townships 
135 north, range 27, and 136 north, ranges 
25, 26, and .27 w est. 
Township lines between 43 and 44, 44 and 
45 north, in ranges 20, 21, 22, nnd 23 w est, 
and lines between ranges 20 and 21 , 21 and 
22, 22 and 23 west, in townships 43 and 44 
north; townships 43 and 44 north, ranges 
19, 20, 21, 22, and 23 west. 
The 3d guide meridian from 9th to lOth stan-
dard parallel, the lOth standard parallel 
from 3d to 4th guide, township lines be· 
tween 137 and 138, 138 and 139, 139 and 
140 north, in ranges 25, 26, 27, and 28 west, 
and lines between ranges 25 and 26, 26 and 
27, 27 and 28, 28 and 29 west, in townships 
l37, 138, 139, and 140north; townshipsl37, 
138, and 139 north, ranges 25, 26, 27, and 28 
west. 
Present condition. 
This contract was extended last season in consequence of Indian 
disturbances, and it not being deemed safe to prosecute the 
work the present season, the contract has been cancelled. 
This contract was also extended in consequence of Indian dis· 
turbances. Fractional townships 135 and 136 north, range 
26 west, have been completed, notes returned and approved, 
and plats and note!! transmitted. Deputy still in the field. 
Notes of township 133 north, range 31 west, returned. 
D eputy in the field; no returns received. 
Deputies in the field; no returns received. 
W. D. WASHBURN, Surveyor General. 
B.-Statement qf original, Commissioner's, and register's plats made and copied, with date if transmission to the General Land Office 
· and district land offices, since the date qfthe last annual report. 
Township. Land district. 
swner's. 
Range. When transmitted. · IOrigin'l.IC?mmis· 
------1---------
26 west .................. , St. Cloud ..............• ·I 1 J 1 Fractional 135 north 
Fractionall36 north .. .... do ..............•. _ .....•. do ....•........... ,. .. 1· 1 
SURVEYOR GENERAT}S OFFIC.E, St. raid, September 25, 1863, 
June 9, 1863 .........•..... 
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c. 
Estimate of appropriation required for continuing the public surveys in Min-
nesota, for tl~e fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
For surveys in the northern portion of the State of lands reported 
as valuable for their pine timber. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15, 000 00 
'l'he foregoing sum is estimated to embrace both subdivisional 
and township line surveys, but the precise localities cannot 
be designated until further examinations are had. 
For subdivisional surveys on the Minnesota river, estimated at 12 
· full townships, at $250. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 000 00 
For incidental expenses of the surveyor general's office, embrac-
ing rent, stationery, messenger, fuel, &c.................... 2, 000 0.0 
20,000 00 
W. D. WASHBURN, 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Surv~or General. 
St. Paul, September 25, 1863. 
D. 
Estimate of appropriation required for the salaries of tl~e surveyor gene·ral 
qf Minnesota, and the regular clerks in !~is office, fm· the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1865. 
William D. Washburn, surveyor general. ...........•......... 
.J obn D. Brown, chief clerk ....•............................ 
William R. Wood, chief draughtsman ........................ . 
Rufus Cook, assistant draughtsman .......................... . 
George Watson, transcribing clerk ....•...................... 
.George 0. Mott, compiling clerk ............................ . 






1, 100 00 
tl,300 00 
Surveyor General. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
St. Paul, September 25, 1863. 
E. 
Abstract statement of tlte incidental expenses of the surveyor general's o.ffice, 
· from October 1, 1862, to September 30, 1863. 
For quarter ending December 31, 1862 ....................... . 
" " " March 31, 1863 .......................... . 
" " June30,1863 ........................... . 
" " " September 30, 1863, estimated .............. . 






Surveyor General . 
.SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
St. Paul, September 25, 1863. 
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G. 
L1'st qf townsltips surveyed in Minnesota from tlte 1st qf July, 1862, to the 
30th qf June, 1863. 
No. Township. Range. 
1 Fractional135 N. • . . . . . . . . • . . . . 26 W ..................... _' .. 






1,036 Townships previously reported ...••... _ .•••. _ .... _ .......... _ _ 20, 384, 162. 54 
1, 038 Total acres surveyed in townships_..... . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 20, 404, 087. 40 
SuRvEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
W. D. WASHBURN, Surveyor General. 
St. Paul, September 25, 1863. 
14 c. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Yankton, D. T., September 1, 1863. 
SIR: I respectfully submit my annual report of the progress of the public 
surveys in this surveying district, accompanied with tabular lists, statements, 
and a territorial map exhibiting and explaining the same. 
The appropriations by Congress f.or the continuance of the surveys in this 
Territory, for and during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, were as follows: 
For surveys.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5, 000 00 
Unexpended previous appropriation, as per my last annual report. 403 48 
Total amount for surveys ................................. . 
For salary of surveyor general ............................. . 
Unexpended previous appropriation ........................ . 
Total for salary of surveyor general ...... · .................. . 
For salaries of clerks .................................... . 
Unexpended previous appropriation ........................ . 
Total for salaries of clerks ................................ . 
For incidental expenses of office ................• , ......... . 
Unexpended previous appropriation ........................ . 
Total for incidental expenses .........•..................... 
Of these several amounts there have been expended during the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, the items of which have been 
reported in my quarterly and surveying accounts-
For surveys the sum of .................................. . 
For salary of surveyor general ............................• 
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Incidental expenses of this office, including rent, salary of messen-
ger, fuel, stationery, &c....... . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • $932 18 
Leaving unexpended upon the commencement of the present fiscal 
year the following balances, viz : 
For salary of surveyor general. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 93 41 
For salaries of clerks. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 067 18 
For incidental expenses......... . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 732 36 
You will please observe that the amount expended for surveys exceeds the 
appropriation by the sum of $21 51, the survey of Bon Homme island and 
several fractional townships rendering it impossible to estimate the amount with 
absolute certainty. 
I have followed your instruction "to award no contract upon the•public sur-
veys to any but men of high professional qualifications and unquestionable 
fidelity." This course has not pleased many who desired contracts for pur-
poses of speculation, but I am satisfied it is the only true policy to insure the 
faithful performance of the work. 
Contracts have been made under . the appropriation for the pl·esent fiscal year 
for surveying the exterior and subdivisional lines of townships lying between 
the parallels 43° and 43° 30' north, and the Big Bioux and Dakota rivers; 
also for the extension of the parallel ·line 43° 30' north to the Dakota river; 
the surveys south of the parallel 43° north, and east of the· military and Indian 
reservations, having been completed and reported to your office. 
This section of couritry, watered · by the Big Sioux, Vermillion, and Dakota 
rivers, will be likely to be . next required for settlement. The contractors are 
now in the field, engaged in the execution of their contracts. They are com-
pelled, however, to employ an unusual number of assistants, well-armed, to 
guard against attacks from the Indians. . Much apprehension exists among the 
people, which is kept alive by frequent depredations committed by small bands 
of Indians. Two men were shot by them a short time since within four miles 
of this office, and quite recently five children in one family were most brutally 
outraged and murdered in this vicinity. 
:My opinion· is that this section of country can' be protected by a system of 
military posts established at different points, more perfectly than by large and 
immensely expensive· military expeditions; and as a means of protecting those 
engaged in the prosecution of the public surveys, and incidentally the settlers, 
I recommend an application from · your office to the proper military authorities 
for the immediate establishment of such posts, to be occupied by fifty mounted 
men each, on the Big Sioux river near its intersection with the 43d parallel 
north, at Sioux Falls; and upon the Vermillion and Dakota rivers, on a line from 
Sioux Falls to Fort Randall. 
This beautiful and· fertile country, easy of access from the eastern States, 
penetrated by navigable i'ivers, is the next in order to be taken up by actua;l set-
tlers for agricultural purposes. The general government has seen fit to organize 
a Territorial government, emigration has commenced under the most favorable 
auspices, a market for all kinds of farm produce is opened for supplying the 
mining regions of Idaho and western Dakota, and now the only remaining step 
to be taken, in order to secure the· rapid settlement of this Territory, is by a 
proper application of military protection, to guard the country from Indian raids, 
until the settlers get strong enough to protect themselves. It is impossible to 
prosecute the surveys to advantage while the present danger exists, and I trust 
your influence may be used to accomplish a result so desirable in every point of 
view. 
My estinate of the amount required for the prosecution of the surveys in this 
Territory for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, has been transmitted to you 
as per your instructions of May 8, 1863. I notice steps have been taken to 
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complete tbQ treaty with the Indians of the Red 1·iver country, where the flour-
ishing settlement of Pembina bas long existed, and surveys are imperatively 
demanded by the settlers there, and I am satisfied my estimate is as low as cor-
rect economy can dictate, if the condition of the country will warrant the outlay. 
By directing the extension of the 7th and 8th standard parallels, and the 
closing of the 2d guide meridian upon the Niobrara river in Nebraska, you will 
enable me to continue the surveys next season west of the Missouri river, and 
above the military reservation of Fort Randall, which are much desired by those 
. who have settled in that locality. 
The small appropriation made for salaries of clerks in this office the present 
:fiscal year, will make it necessary to absorb the amount unexpended from pre-
vious appropriations at the commencement of the present :fiscal year, and the 
full amount of my estimate will be required for the next fiscal year. 
I received from Surveyor General Delahay, of Kansas, during the last fiscal 
year, a blank deputy surveyor's commission, with the request to select a suitable 
• deputy to survey Rush island, situated in the Missouri river, a short distance 
bolow this place, and within the '1-,erritory of Nebraska; cause the island to be 
surveyed as per instructions enclosed, and a report made to his office thereof. 
This has been done, and the island of Bon.Homme, ~lso ascertained to belong to 
this Territory, has 1een surveyed and placed upon the plats of this office, thus 
settling the question of jurisdiction in regard to these islands. 
'rhe office work of the surveys made previous to the present fiscal year is all 
comJ?l~ted, and the clerks of the office are now employed upon the field-notes 
of the surveys now in progress. 
Agreeably to your instructions ·of May 8, 1863, I append a list of the lands 
surveyed in this 'l'erritory from the commencement to June 30, 1863, inclusive, 
:in .tabnlar form; also a map .of the Territory, showing the progress and present 
condition of the surveys, together .with a tabular statement, showing the num-
ber of original plats made, and of copies and transcripts of field-notes made 
and transmitted to the General Land Office, and copies of plats and descriptive 
lists transmitted to the local land office, from the opening of this office to the 
close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863. 
Your instructions having been explicit to employ no assistants in this office 
more than the number actually requisite to conduct its current business, without 
reference to amount of appropriation for that purpose, at times the duties of my 
clerks have been quite laborious. I am happy, however, to be able to report 
no uncompleted work on hancl previous to the commencement of the present 
fiscal year, and remain, very respectfully, your obedie_nt servant, 
·Hon. JAMES M. EDMUNDS, 
GEORGE D. HILL, 
Surveyor General 
Commissioner General Land Office, Waslt~·ngton, D. C. 
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Statement showing the number of townships surveyed, tlw descTiption if each, 
the kind if work, the distance Tun, the number qf acres in each townslu"p, and 
the year in wlticl~ the work was done, from the opening qf tl~is ojfice to tlw 
close if the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863. 
Description of each to~nship. Township lines. Section lines. 
In 1861. 
Mls. Chs. Lks. 
1 T. 88 N., R. 48 W., 5th prin. meridian .. _. _ .. _ ...... . 
2 89 . _. __ . 49 ... __ . ____ .do ___ ......... ___ ... __ .. 
3 90 . ____ . 48 _ . _ ... ____ . do ______ . . . ________ .. __ . 
4 90 . _ . _ .. 49. __ ... ____ . do .... _. . . __ . ___ .. ___ . _ . 
5 90 . _ .... 50 .. ___ .. _ .. _ do_ . . . . . . . _ ......... __ .. 
6 91 .. __ .. 48 .. ____ . _ . _ . do __ .. _ . _ . . ____ . __ . _ .... 
7 91 ...... 49. ____ .. __ .. do._ .. _. _ .... _ .. __ . ___ . _ 
8 91 ...... 50 ........... do ..................... . 
9 91 ...... 5L .......... do........ 3 55 66 
10 91 ...... 52 ........... do........ . 2 . H) 20 
11 92 ...... 49 ........... do ........ -----· ....... . 
12 92 ...... 50. __ . _ .. _ ... do_ ... _ . . . . .... ___ ..... . 
13 92 ...... 51 ........... do .................... .. 
14 92. _._ .. 53._ ..... ___ . do .... _ ....... _ .... __ .. . 
15 92 ...... 54 ...... __ ... do .... __ ..... __ ........ . 
16 93 ...... 48 .........•. do ..................... . 
17 93 ...... 49 ...... __ ... do ..... _ . . . .. _ ...... _ .. . 
18 93 .. __ .. 50. __ ... __ ... do._ .. _ .... _ ........ _ .. . 
19 93 ...... 51. _ .... ____ .do_ ... _ ..... ___ . __ ..... . 
20 93 ...... 52 ........... do ........ -----· ....... . . 
21 93 ------53 ........... do ........ ·----· ....... . 
22 93 ...... 54. _____ . _ ... do ___ .•. _ . . ... _ .... ____ . 
23 93 ... _ .. 57 ...... ____ . do. _ .. _ . . . . ____ .. _ ..... . 
24 93 ...... 58_ . ___ .. ___ . do .... __ . . . ___ .. _ ... __ .. 
25 94 ...... 48 .. _ .... __ .. do .... _ .... ____ .. _ ... _ .. 
26 94 ...... 49 .. __ ... _ ... do .... _ . . . . ____ ..... .... . 
27 94 ...... 50 _____ ... _ .. do. . . . . . . . . ____ ..... _ .. . 
28 94 . __ ... 51 ... ___ . __ .. do._. ___ ... _ .· __ . _ ...... . 
29 94 ...... 52 .. _ ........ do. . . . . . . . . ____ ..... __ .. 
30 94 .. __ .. 53 .. ___ .. __ .. do_ ... _ . . . . .... ___ ... _ .. 
31 94 ...... 54 .. ____ . ___ . do. __ . __ . . . _ . _ ... ____ .. . 
32 94 ...... 55 ....... ___ . do . . . . . . . . . ...• ___ .. _ .. . 
33 94 ...... 56 .. ____ ..... do ___ . __ . . . .......• ____ . 
In 1862. 
34 T. 95 N., R. 48 vV., 5th prin. meridian. 11 62 00 
35 95 . __ . _. 49. __ . __ . _ ... do ..... _ .. 11 79 40 
36 96 . ____ . 47 _ ..... ____ .do ... ___ .. 2 44 81 
37 96 ...... 48 .. ____ . __ .. do ___ . __ .. 11 07 64 
38 96 . ___ .. 49 _ .. __ ...... do. _ .. __ .. 11 77 40 
39 92 ...... 60 ...... __ ... do .... _ ... - ..... -- ... - ... -- .. -- ... 
40 92 ...... 61 ........... do ........ ................................... 
41 92 ... __ . 62 ...... ____ .do .... __ .. .. --- ... ----- ....... -
42 93 ...... 60 .. _ . _ .. _ ... do_ ... _ ... ...................................... 
43 93 . ____ . 61 .. __ . _. _._.do. __ . _ ... ..... -..... - ---- ----
44 93 ...... 62 ........... do ........ .................................... 
45 94 ...... 57 .......... do ........ .................................... 
46 94 ...... 58 ........... do .... ____ .......................................... 
47 94 ...... 59_ ..... _ . __ . do .... __ .. -....... -.. -- ......... --
48 94 ...... 60 ....... __ .. do._ .. __ .. .. - .. -... -- .... -- .... 
/ 
Mls. Chs. Lks. 
8 68 80 
24 ·19 13 
41 22 37 
61 23 45 
9 46 28 
4 31 47 
55 51 10 
48 44 22 
20 47 78 
1 2 12 
55 73 82 
62 4 11 
59 59 95 
39 6~ 53 
8 71 87 
19 31 46 
62 21 5 
60 10 46 
59 42 75 
59 38 47 
59 45 23 
65 0 45 
44 55 51 
45 77 73 
33 16 52 
60 39 51 
59 74 26 
59 68 97 
59 64 11 
59 69 75 
59 74 18 
82 5 39 
60 26 56 
48 43 10 
59 75 92 
4 12 52 
63 52 6 
59 70 36 
27 78 36 
34 0 99 
0 44 0 
58 25 2G 
59 72 79 
17 77 65 
60 10 85 
60 10 14 
GO 16 24 
61 11 34 
Number of 
acr' sin each 
township. 
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Statement showing the numhe'r qf townslzJps, ~c.-Continued. 
Description of each township. 
In 1862. 
Township lines. Section lines. 




49 T. 94 N., R. 61 W., 5th prin. meridian. _ ......... __ .. 65 8 46 21, 952. 82 
50 94 ...... 62 .. ____ ._ ... do .......... _. _ ..... _... 2 57 52 139. 32 
97 ...... 49 ........... do ..... _ . . . ...... _ .. __ . . . .. _.. . . . . . . . . . . - ........ - . 
98 . _ .... 48 ... _ .. ____ . do_ .. ___ . . . . _ ........ __ . . ..... _ - . . . . . . . - - - .....•.. 
98 . _ .... 49 .. _ ........ do. __ . . . . . _ . _ .. - .... _ . _ . . . - ...... - . - - . . .. - - - . - ... . 
99 . _ .. _. 48 .. __ ....... do _____ . _ .. __ •... __ .. _ ... _. _ .. __ ... __ . __ . ___ . __ .. . 
99 . _ .... 49 .. - ...... _ . do ... __ . . . . . __ ...... _ . _ . . . - . - ..... - - . . . - - . - .. - ... . 
100 .. __ .. 49 ... _ ... _ ... do. _ . _ . _ . _ ... _ . _ . . . . . . . . . __ . ~ . _ ..... _ . . _ ... _ .. __ .. 
101 . ___ .. 48 .. ___ ... _ .. do_ ...... _ .. _. _. ____ ••................. ____ ... _ .. . 
*51 :n ...... 6 .. _.6th prin. meridian. 0 45 90 0 40 56 22. 07 
*52 31 ...... 7 ........... do........ 2 75 68 9 60 80 1,100.16 
*53 32 ...... 6 ........... do........ 5 6 89 12 7 69 1,675.11 
*54 32 .. __ .. 7 .. __ .. __ ... do ... _ .. _. 4 4 84 64 24 89 20, 421. 22 
*55· 32 ...... s ........... do ........ ·------------- 42 37 93 10,076.87 
*56 93 ...... 58 .... 5th prin. meridian ....... _... . . . . 12 78 38 1, 575. 94 
Total in 56 townsships __ .. __ . _ 137 03 56 2, 441 7 66 822, 260. 5:1 
* "\Vork now awaiting the approval of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
Statement qf original plats made, and copies and t'ranscripts qf notes trans-
mitted to the General Land Office, and copies qf maps and desc1·iptive lists 
tr?lnsmitted to tl~e local land qffice since the opening qf this qffice to the close 
qf tl~e. fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, eacl~ fiscal yea'r by itself. 
Number of copies. 




No. 88 N., range 48 W., 5th prin. meridian .. 1 1 1 1 1 5 
89 ...•.. do .. .49 ...... _ •.. do_ ...••. _ . _ . 1 1 1 1 1 5 
90. __ ._.do .. .48 .. _ ... _ ... do_. ____ . ___ . 1 1 1 1 1 5 
90 .. _._.do ... 49 ..... ____ .do. ____ .. ___ . 1 1 1 1 1 5 
90 ... _ .. do ... 50 ....... _ .. do .... _ .. ___ . 1 1 1 1 1 5 
91 ...... do ... 48 .. ___ . __ .. do .. __ ._. ___ . 1 1 1 1 1 5 
91. ____ .do ... 49 ..... ____ .do .... _ .• ___ . 1 1 1 1 1 5 
91 .... _.do ... 50. __ ._ .. _ .. do .•• __ . __ . _. ] 1 1 1 1 5 
91 ...... do ... 51 ..... ____ . do_ .. __ ... _ •. 1 1 1 1 1 5 
91. .. --.do ... 52 ..... ___ .. do ...... _ .... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
92 ...... do ... 49 .......... do ......•• _ .. 1 1 1 1 1 5 
92 ...... do ... 50. __ .. _ .... do. __ .... ___ . i 1 1 1 1 5 
92 ... --.do ... 51 ..... ____ .do ........ _ .. 1 1 1 1 1 5 
92- . - - - . d 0 ••• 53 - - . - - . - ••. d 0 - - ••• 1 1 1 1 1 5 
92 .. - ... do ... 54 ....... _ .. do .. _ ........ 1 1 1 1 1 5 
93.- .... uo. _ .48. _. __ . __ .. do._. __ ._. ___ 1 1 1 1 1 5 
93.-- •.. do ... 49 ...•.••••. do ......•••.. 1 1 1 1 1 5 
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Statement if original plats made, cy.c.-Oontinucd. 
Number of copies. 
Description of plats. 
---------:-----~------j---j---1------------
Townships- 1 1 1 
No. 93 N., range 50 \V., 5th prin. meridian.. 1 1 1 
93 ...... do ... 5L~---- .... do........... 1 1 1 
93 ...... do ... 52 .. -........ do ........... 1 1 1 
93 ...•.. do ... 53 .... -...... do ........... 1 1 1 
93 ...... do ... 54 .......... do. . . . ... . . . . . 1 1 1 
9:3 ...... do .... 57 .......... do ..... ·. . . . . . 1 1 1 
93 ...... do ... 58 .......... do .. -......... 1 1 1 
94 ...... do .. .48 .......... do ........... 1 1 1 
94 ...... do .. .49 .......... do........... 1 1 1 
94 ...... do ... 50 .......... do. . . . . . . . . . . - 1 1 1 
94 ...... do ... 5L ......... do ........... 1 1 1-
94 ...... do ... 52 .......... do ........... 1 .1 1 
94 ...... do ... 53 .......... do........... 1 1 1 
94 ...... do ... 54 ........ ... do .. . . ........ 1 1 . 1 
94 ...... do ... 55 .......... do. . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 1 
94 ...... do ... 56 .......... do........... . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
~3 ...... do. , .. 7 .... 6th prin. meridian. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
33 ...... do .... 8 .......... do........... .... .. ... . .. 1 
34 ...... do .... 8 .......... do .......... . 























































No. 95 N., range 48 -w., 5th ·prin. meridian.. 1 1 1 1 1 5 
95 ...... do .. .49 .......... do... . . . . . . . . 1 1 1 1 1 5 
96 ...... do .. .47 .......... do ........... 1 1 1 1 1 • 5 
96 ...... do .. .48 .......... do ........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
96 ...... do .. .49 .......... do........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
97 ...... do .. .48 .......... do........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*92 ... . .. do ... 60 .......... do........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*92 ...... do ... 6L ......... do ............ 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*92 ...... do ... 62 .......... do........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*93 ...... do ... 60 .......... do. . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 1 1 1 fi 
""9:L ..... do ... 6L ......... do ........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*93 ...... do ... 62 .......... do........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*94 ...... do ... 57 .......... do ........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*94 ...... do ... 58 .......... do ........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*94 ...... do ... 59 .......... do........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*94 ...... do ... 60 .......... do........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
... 94 ...... do ... 6J. ......... do ........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*94 ...... do ... 62 .......... do........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*31. ..... do .... 6 .... 6th prin. meridian.. 1 1 1 1 
1
• 1 5 
*3L ..... do .... 7 .......... do ........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*32 ...... do .... 6 .......... do........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*32 ...... do .... 7 .......... do ........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
*32 ...... do .... 8 .......... do ........... 1 1 1 1 1 5 
t93 ...... do ... 58 .... 5th prin. mmidian.. 1 1 1 1 4 
Total. ......................... :57J57J6057J59 200 
GEO. D. HILL, Surveyor General. 
* Townships marked with a star, the plats and descriptive lists have not yet been returned 
to the local land office, but are all ready to be returned. 
t Survey of Bon Homme island only, which has not yet been returned to local land office, 
but is now all ready to be returned. 
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Sclwdule if townships su1·veyed, lying witl~in the present limits if Dakota Ter-
ritory, previous to its organization, under tlte direction if tlw surveyor general 
if Wisconsin and Iowa, witk a description if each, and slwwing the number 
if acres ~·n cacl~. 
Township. Range. Principal meridian. 
89 north .. __ ... . . . . . . 48 west _ ..•... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Fifth ____ ....... - --- -- -
9l .. do ______________ 52 ... dO---------------- ... do------------------
. 92 __ do_ . _ ... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 52 ___ do ____ ...•....... - ___ do -... - - . . . . - - - - - - - -
93 __ do ____ ..• --- . _. _ 55 ___ do_ ..... _. __ ------ __ -do ------ ------ ------
93 __ do ____ -- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 56 __ . do ____ ........... - ___ do - .. --- .. ---- ------
· 93 __ do_ ... -- ______ . _ 59 ___ do_ .. _ ...... ------ _ _.do ------ --- --- --- -- -










Schedule if townslups surveyed, lying within the present limits if Dakota Ter-
ritory, previous to its organization, unde'r tlze direction qftlte surveyor general 
of Kansas and Nebraska, wit!~ a description of cacl~, and slwwing tlw number 
qf acres in each. 
Township. Range. Principal meridian. 
33 north - . -.. . _.- ... _ 7 west . _____ .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Sixth __________ . __ ·- __ . _ 
33 .. dO--------------- 8 ... dO------·---------- ... do------------------






Total number. __ - 10 Total acres ______ ._____ 114, 189. 46 
GEORGE D. HILL, Surveyor General . 
• 
14 D. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE OF CoLORADO AND UTAH, 
Derbver, Colorado Territory, October 1, 1863. 
SIR : I have the honor to submit below a report of the official transactions in 
the surveying district of Colorado and Utah for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1863, and from that date to the present. · 
The appropriation for the year ending June 30, 1863, for this district, was 
_five thousand dollars, ($5,000,) and with this was procured the survey of fifty-
four (54) miles of standard lines, one hundred and fourteen (114) miles of ~xter 
Tior township lines, and four hundred and twenty ( 420) miles of subdivisional 
lines, at an actual cost of four thousand nine hundred and eighteeJ.l dollars and 
eighty-two cents, ($4,918 82,) leaving eighty-one dollars and eighteen cents 
($81 18) of the appropriation unexpended. 
This work is set forth in the statement marked A, hereto appended. 
The incidental expenses of the office, including furniture, rent, fuel, stationery, 
&c., for the year ending June 30, 1863, were $649 27. 
The amount of saJ.aries paid survey~ general and clerks for the same period 
is $4,800. 
This is set forth in the statement marked B. 
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In the statement marked C you will find a statement of the surveys now in pro-
gress under the appropriation of $10,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1864. 
The statement marked D shows the townships surveyed previous to June 30, 
1863, and the .number of acres contained in those townships. 
I submit also a map of the Territory of Colorado, compiled from the latest 
explorations, and on which is shown the proposed surveys, on which are based 
the following estimates for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865: 
For standard lines, 280 miles, at $10 per mile ......... _ ........ . 
For tow1iship lines, 1,000 miles, at $8 per mile ................. . 
For subdivisionallines, 4,800 miles, at $7 per mile .............. . 






My estimates of the amount necessary for salaries of surveyor general, chief 
clerk, and draughtsman, is $6,500. 
:E'or incidental expenses of office, $2,000. · 
I see no reason for submitting any estimates for that portion of the surveying 
district included in the Territory of Utah. 
In accordance with the provisions of the act establishing a land office in the 
district of Colorado, approved June 2, 1862, and the instructions of the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office, filings of " notices of intention to pre-empt" 
have been received in this office from the 22d of September, 1862, until the 
present time; 333 such filings have been received, covering about 50,000 acres 
of land. 
r.rhe emigration to this Territory during the present summer has been un-
usually large, and consists mostly of persons intending to enter into agricultural 
pursuits. All lands that can be easily irrigated are already under improvement, 
and long lines of ditches have been dug and are projected to bring portions of 
the uplands under cultivation. One ditch alone, now completed, reclaims over 
10,000 acres of land. 
The past year has demonstrated that the dry uplands are more valuable as 
grain-growing lands than the valleys wherever water ean be had for irrigation, 
and the rapid fall of the mountain streams renders the task of taking water to 
the uplands comparatively easy. 1\pother year will see a great portion of the 
belt of land lying between the Platte river and the mountains under cultivation. 
Enormous herds of cattle and sheep have been brought to this Territo~-y during 
the past year, and the transportation of goods to this Territory from the States 
employs about 15,000 head of cattle a year, a great portion of which remain 
here. rrhe amount of land capable of cultivation in the Territory, on which the 
Indian title has been extinguished, exceeds ~omewhat 1,000,000. 
To meet the wants of the fast increasing population, and to give security and 
title to property, already counted by millions of dollars, it seems absolutely 
necessary that a liberal appropriation should be made for survey during the 
coming year. This cannot be 1oo strongly urged. 
. During the past month I have visited the Middle park, lying to the west of 
the mountains. As a grazing country it cannot be excelled, and the lower por-
tions of it are capable of cultivation. That part of the country will be thickly 
settled as soon as the road, now being built over the range, is completed, and 
surveys will be needed there whenever the Indian title is extinguished. The 
surveys of this summer have developed the existence of a continuous belt of 
coal e.-x.tending along the base of the mountains from the canon of the Platte on 
the south, to the Cache-la-Poudre on the north, and probably still further north. 
It occurs in veins of from three to tent feet in thickness, and extends over a 
great extent of country. I have succeeded in finding at least five distinct vei~s, 
all belonging to the same series of the tertiary period. During the survey of 
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the Arapahoe and Cheyenne reservation a bed of coal was found near the north-
west corner of the reserve about six feet in thickness, and outcropping for several 
miles along the bluff.;;; of the Big Sandy. This bed overlies a bed of cretaceous 
limestone of great thickness dipping slightly to the east, and identical in its fos-
sils with the cretaceous limestone of Iowa. · 
Near the eastern corner of the same reservation I found a bed of chalk similar 
in all respects to the chalk of commerce, and, I think, similar in its overlying 
fossils to the chalk beds of Europe. I have found no fossils in this Territory 
which belong to a period older than the tertiary, and in many places have 
found rocks which were undoubtedly tertiary lying immediately on the igneous 
rocks. 
The geology of the parks is the same as that of the plains, although at an 
elevation of about 2,000 feet more. 
The production of gold is steadily on the increase, and needs no further com-
ment than the reports of the mints and assay offices. 
The progress of gold mining has developed the existence of other minerals 
that will some day add much to the wealth of the country. Silver is found in 
~ombination with gold, and lead in many lodes. Copper ore is found in vast 
quantities in all the best gold lodes, and is the best form of gold ore. Zinc, 
lead, plumbago, and antimony, have been discovered in considerable quantities. 
Salt occurs in several places, and a salt spring in the South park is being worked· 
with success. Beds of gypsum abound in all parts of the r.I.'erritory outside of 
the mountains. Iron is abundant everywhere. 
I have in process of collection a set of specimens of the various ores and 
minerals of the Territory which I will forward to you as soon as completed. 
Your humble servant, • 
JOHN PIERCE, 
Sur·veyor Gene'l'al if Colo'l'ado and Uta!~. 
Hon. J. l\1. EDMUNDS, 
. Commissionc~ if the General Land 0/Jice. 
A. 











6 Johns.ndWilliamH. Pierce. 54 . .. ... - .. - .. - .. -- .. ........................... Standard. 
6 ___ . do __ - - -- ___ • _ - do_ • _ . __ 114 2 69 $2,340 40 Exterior township. 
7 Fisher & Ebert-------·---- 239 64 52 1,678 64 Subdivisional. 
8 John Pierce_ - __ . - . _ • ______ 179 76 54 899 78 Subdivisional. 
TotaL -.-.- .. ___ • __ . ___ 587 631 75 4,918 82 
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B. 
Statement if amount if salaries paid surveyor general and clerks for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1863. 




F. M. Case..... Surveyor generaL. Ohio .... __ . Ohio..... 9 mos. 8 days... $2, 315 92 
John Pierce... . Surveyor general.. Connecticut. Colorado. 2 mos. 22 days. ·. 684 08 
Eli M. Ashley.. Chief clerk. __ .-_. Ohio. _____ . Ohio.____ Entire year_ __ .. 1, 800 00 
TotaL .. . _ ..... ___ . _ .......... . 4,800 00 
c. 
Statement slwwing the surveys -::ontracted to be made under the appropriation 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1864. 
Name of deputy. Style of work. Estimated num- Estimated Remarks. 
ber of miles. cost. 
9 A. Z. Sheldon ..... Standard ....•...... 24 $240 00 In progress. 
9 ...... do-----·---· SubdivisionaL . _ .. _ . 280 1,680 00 In progress. 
10 George E. Pierce ... Exterior township ... 366 2,928 00 Returned. 
11 William Ashley __ .. SubdivisionaL .. _. _. 360 2,520 00 In progress. 
TotaL __ . _ .•... ------ ·----- .................... 1,030 7,368 00 
D. 
Statement showing the number if townships surveyed prior to June 30, 1863, 
wit!~ the area if public lands contained in tlte same. 
Description. 
--------;----------1 Area in acres. Remarks. 
Township. Range. 
----------1------1-----------------
4 south ..... _ .. 69 west ...... . 
3 ... do ........ 69 .. do ..... . 
5 ... do ... _ . __ . 68 .. do .•• __ . 
4 ... do . . . . . . . . 68 .. do ... __ . 
4 ... do . . . . . .. . 67 .. do ..... . 
3 ... do ....... ·. 68 .. do ..... . 
2 ... do . . . . . .. . 68 .. do .. ___ . 









Surveyed by Fisher & Ebert, contract No. 7. 
Surveyed by Fisher & Ebert, contract No.7. 
Surveyed by Fisher & Ebert, contract No.7. 
Surveyed by Fisher & Ebert, contract No. 7. 
Surveyed by John Pierce, contract No. 8. 
Surveyed by John Pierce, contract No. 8. 
Surveyed by John Pierce, contract No. 8. 
\ 
\ 
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14 E. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Leavenwortl~, Kansas, September 21, 1863. 
SIR: In pursuance of your instructions of l\'lay 4 last, I herewith submit 
my annual report, showing the condition of the surveys in this district for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1863 : 
1st. 'l'he diagram of the district exhibits the surveys completed and the 
work proposed. 
2d. 'l'he extent and cost of the field operations for the year ending June 30, 
1863, in Kansas. 
3d. The same in Nebraska. 
4th, 5th, and 6th. Sums expended for salaries of surveyor general and clerks, 
and incidental expenses of the office for the year ending· June 30, 1863. 
7th. Names, duties, and salaries of persons employed in the surveyor general's 
office during the year ending September 3_0, 1863. 
8th. Condition of the field operations now in progress, partially completed, in 
Kansas. 
9th. The same in Nebraska. 
lOth. Numbers and area of townships, plats of which have been transmitted 
to the department and local land offices during the year ending September 30, 
1863, in Kansas. 
11th, 12th, and 13th. 'l'he same in Nebraska. 
14th. Estimate of extent and cost of proposed surveys, exhibited on diagram, 
to be executed during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, in Kansas. 
15th. The same in Nebraska. 
16th. Estimates for salaries of surveyor general and clerks, and contingent 
expenses of the office for the year ending June 30, 1865. 
17th. Amount of internal revenue tax paid by surveyor general and clerks 
from September 1, 1862, to September 30, 1863. 
FIELD-WORK. 
A small portion of the surveys, now under contract in Kansas only, have 
been reported to this office, the work of which has already been transmitted to 
the department. 
Owing to the lateness of the season to which the commencement of the sur-
veys were restricted by the d~partment, (July 1,) the reports of the deputies 
are not expected before the month of October . 
.M:uch solicitude was felt on the part.of the deputies, when going into the field, 
on learning that large bodies of wild Indians were assembled near the locality 
of the work contemplated, but, as yet, I have heard of no interference by them 
with the work in progress, although the hostile attitude of the Indians has 
caused serious delay to the deputies, several of whom were delayed over a month 
before they could safely proceed. 
CONDITION OF THE OFFICE-WORK. 
The unbound field-notes have all been bound in a neat and substantial manner, 
to correspond with the volumes previously bound. 
Transcript field-notes, descriptive lists, and township plats (in triplicate) of 
fourteen townships have been completed and forwarded to the department and 
local land offices in Kansas. 
The same work, of fifteen whole and two fractional townships, has also been 
accomplished for Nebraska. 
About the usual number of letters have been received, registered, filed, and 
answered during the past year. 
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The work of separating the Nebraska. records and papers from those of Kansas 
has been a laborious one, but which, I am happy to state, is completed, with the 
exception of indexing the letters, &c., so separated. 
I have also caused an entire registry of the township plats in the district to 
be made by ranges, so far as the surveys have progressed. 
EXTE~SION 0 F SURVEYS. 
I again invite your attention to that portion of the State of Kansas lying 
south of the present surveys and north of the Cherokee neutral and Osage In-
dian lands, which is a narrow strip, about two miles wide, and extending from 
the Missouri State boundary west about one hundred and fifty miles, on which 
there are numerous settlements and many valuable improvements. 'rhis tract 
should be immediately surveyed. The inhabitants occupying it located there 
in good faith, believing it to be a part of the N ~w York reserve at the time. 
They have rights which deserve respect, and which can be secured by pre-
emption when the lands are surveyed. 
I also submit to the department the propriety of making a treaty, at an early 
date, with the Cherokee and Osage tribes of Indians, for the purchase of the . 
lands occupied by them, so that they may be surveyed and brought into market. 
The valleys of the Arkansas, Verdigris, and N eos!10 rivers, extending through 
those lands, give to them much importance, and ·are considered of a superior 
quality for cotton lands, and would at once be taken up and occupied by per-
sons engaged in the production of this much-desired staple. 
In anticipation of the construction of the Pacific railroad, the surveys should 
be extended west as far as the western boundary of Kansas, embracing the 
headwaters of the Republican and Smoky Hill rivers, and in Nebraska all the 
country lying between the base line and the Platte river should be put under 
contract, and surveyed at as early a period as practicable, giYing the incorpo-
rators of the road an opportunity to select their portion of the lands, and the 
balance should at once be opened to settlers. 
The emigration west, this season, far surpasses that of any former year, and 
were the lands in the western part of this district surveyed, they would soon be 
filled up by an enterprising population of adventurers, who would add very greatly 
to the facilities for the construction of that great thoroughfare, the Pacific rail-
road, raising all the products required by men and animals in the construction 
of the road, thus securing a line of settlement from the Missouri river to the 
Pacific ocean. With the survey of the lands and their immediate settlement, 
protection to the work, 'V:hen completed, will be secured against mischievous 
Indians and other evil-disposed persons roaming over the plains. By such set· 
tlements along the line of the great road, a local trade will spring up and be 
fully developed when its completion shall have been accomplished, and the run-
ning of transportation trains shall have commenced. 
In the absence of a vault or fire-proof depository in which to keep the records 
of this office, I have to exercise every precaution for their preservation against 
fire. One of the means of precaution used is the watchfulness of the messenger, 
who remains all night in the office. 
The duties of the messenger are such as to require a man of character, and 
upon whom reliance can be placed. 
'l,here being no coal vaults in which to deposit fuel, the messenger is obliged 
to bring the coal, in winter, from the back part of the lot up into the office, 
making it very hard work for him. In consideration of these facts, I do most 
earnestly urge that his salary be raised to $600. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Hon. J. M. EDMUNDS, 
MARK W. DELAHAY, 
Surveyor General. 
Commissioner qf the General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 
No.2. 
Statement exhibiting tlw extent and cost qf surveys executed in Kansas du1·ing the year ending June 30, 1863. 
~ . 
I 






. Rate. Amount of ,Per diem 
lines. lines. lines. orinstruct'ns. milraO'C. acc't. 
--1----- ~ ----1------ · · . ' I __ o 1 ___ 1 ___ _ 
No. I Deputy. Style. Total. 
2G51 Hanks & Angell. .... 
~~! . ~~-- ~-d~~ -~~c-1~~~~~~ ~ 
l lU. c. L. JJ[. c. L. I JJJ. c. L. I ,' Section ............ _ ............... j 841 77 C1 Mar. 1, JA62 Aug. 23, 186Z $5 $1, ~09 80 .... . . . . 
Princ~pall_ines 78 47 OU .. ·.;:. .. _ .... ........ . . . ... , Mar. l, 1832 1 July 22, 1862 1~ 78~ 87 ....... . 








I 78 47 GO j 65 73 48 I 841 77 01 I . I 5, 391 18 1 ,-5-, 3_9_1_1_8 
No.3. 
. . 
Statement exhibitiug tlle extent and cost qf surveys executed 1·n Nebraslca during the year ending June 30, 1863. 
~ ~~~:-pr-ia-t-io_n_. ~:~~~-contract1 Rate. Amountof iPer diem j Total. · 
I orinstruct'ns. ' mileage. acc't. j 
:------1------
1 • I .• : I I 
. ' . i . ; llf. c. L. llf. c. L. . .. I - I . . . Q• McCaity&McCJ~ckenl Secbo_n --,-· .. ...... .... ...... ...... 9v6 33 01 . Mar. ], 1862 June 26,1862 $~ $4,782 06 , ........ • $-l,7o2. 06 
...... do ............. Extenorhnes ........... 1363732 ............ I Mar. 1,1862 June26,1862 6 81880 ........ 81880 
CarlP.Meyer. ....... Section ............................ j ............ ) Feb. 20, 18Gl Ju1y 28,1862 ......... . ...... 1 $5 00 76 25 
Style. -~ Stan~l~1~d I Tow:hi;~- Section 
lines. lines. lines. 
Deputy. 
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No.4. 
EXPENDITURES. 
The sums expended for salary of surveyor general and clerk-hire during the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, were as follows: 
Quarter ending September 30, 1862 ......................... . 
Quarter ending December 31, 1862 ......................... . 
Quarter ending March 31, 1863 .... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Quarter ending June 30, 1863..... . . . . . . . . . .............. . 








The expenditures of the office during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, 
have been as follows : 
Quarter ending September 35, 1862 ................... . . . ... . 
Quarter ending December 31, 1862 . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . .. . ... . 
Quarter ending March 31, 1863 ...... . .................... . 
Quarter ending June 30, 1863. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . .. . . 







Statement exhibiting total e:rpenses qf surveyor general's office during tke fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1863. · 
Salary of surveyor general and compensation for clerks, quarter 
ending September 30, 1862 .................. . ........ · .... $2, 075 00 
Same for quarter ending December 31, 1862. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 075 00 
Same for quarter ending March 31, 1863. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 075 00 
Same for quarter ending June 30, 1863............ . . . . . . . . . . 2, 075 00 
Rent of office and incidental expenses, as per account rendered.... 1, 473 67 
Total .... 9,773 67 
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No.7. 
' Statement showing tlte names and duties <if persons employed in the office <if 
surveyor general <if Kansas and Nebraska dun'ng tlze year ending September 
30, 1863. 
--------------~------------~------~---------------------~------
Names. Duty. Whence appointed. Term of service. 
Mark W. Delahay . Surveyor general Kansas . . Entire year ............... . 
Robt. S. Ream . . . . Chief clerk ......... do .......... do .................. . 
H. C. F. Hackbusch Prin'l draughts'n Nebraska. Oct. 1, 1862, to June 12, 186:L 
LaMarK.Hayhurst ...... do ........ Ohio ..... June 12, '63, to Sept. 30, 1863. 
C. Colden Whitman Ass't draughts'n. Nebraska. Oct. 1, 1862, to April30, 1863. 
Wm. B. Corel ........... do .....•.. Iowa ..... May1,1863,toSept.30,1863. 
John E. Blaine .... Accountant . . . . . Kansas . . Oct. 1, 1862, to Dec. 30, 1862. 
Clark J. Hanks .......... do ........ Illinois ... Jan.l, 1863, to Sept. 30, 1863. 
Wm. E. Delahay .. Copyist . . . . . . . . Kansas .. Oct. 1, 1862, to Dec. 31, 1862. 
A. J. Angell.. ......... do .............. do .... Jan.1, 1863, toJuno30, 1863. 
John E. Blaine .. : ..... do .............. do .... July1, 1863, to Sept. 30,1863. 















Statement showing the expenses, (partially estimated,) number <if miles, and 
character <if work, for wltich co_ntracts have been entered into for surveys in 
Kansas, and chargeable to appropriations for suclt surveys <if JJ!farclt 3, 1863. 
Deputies. Township 
lines. 
Section Rate. Estimated 
lines. cost. 
I M. c. L. JJ.[. c. L. 
296 Invin & McKee, estimated ............ _ 353 00 00 .......... $6 00 $2, 118 00 
Do ...... do ...... do ................ ·----------- 796 00 00 500 3,980 00 
'rotal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 
297 
1 
Hackbusch & McCracken, executed. 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 00 
Do .......... do ........ do ........ 162 09 62 ---------- 600 
Do .......... do ........ do ........ ------------ 239 60 70 500 
Do .......... do ..... estimated ................ . 780 00 00 500 
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No.9. 
Statement slwwing the expense, (estimated,) numbe1· qf miles, and character qj 
'Workfor 'lcllicl~ contTac!s lwvc been entered 1'nto in Nebraska, and clta'rgeable 
to appropriationsfm· such surveys, cif Marcl~ 3, 1863. 
Deputies. Estimated 
6,097 00 
299 Blaek and Black, (estimated) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 220 5 6, 100 00 
6,100 00 
No. 10. 
Statement .~h,owing desc1·iption if lands and area if same for whick townsMp 
plats !~ave been sent to tl~e Junction City l(md qffice, Kansas, during the year 
end£ng June 30, 1863. 
Township. Range. 
11 south ..................... _ .. _ . 6 west ....... _ ........... _ ...... . 
12 south ................. _____ . _. . 6 west .................. _ ... _ ... . 
13 south ................... ____ .. _ 6 west ...... _ ................... . 
14 south ...... _ .............. ___ . . 6 west .......................... . 
11 south . _ . _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 west .......................... . 
12 south . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 west ..... - ................. __ .. 
13 south . _ . _ .................... _ . 7 west . . .......... ___ ........... . 
14 south ............ -----· ........ 7 west ............. , ............ . 
15 south ........... - ......... - . - - - 7 west .. - ...... - -- ... - - - ........ . 
11 south . _ . __ . ____ ........ _ .. _ . _ . . 8 west .... -.... . - ....... - ....... . 
] 2 south ... _ ..... ___ ........... _ _ _ 8 west ................. __ ....... . 
13 south .... _ .. __ ........ - . . . . . . . . 8 ·west ... - ..... -.- ............. _. 
14 south .......... -. -- ..... - .·. -... 8 west ....... - .... - ... - .......•.. 
15 south ........... - ... --. . . . . . . . . 8 ·west . --.--.----.-.-- .......•... 
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No. H.-Statement showing description qf lands and areas if same for u;l~icl-t 
townsllip plats have been sent to the JVcbraska City land office, Ncbraslca, 
dw·ing tltc yea·r ending .June 30, 1863. 
Township. Range. Acres. Remarks. 
- --- ----1---------- - ----- ---
13 north . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 west ................. . 
14 north . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 west .. . ............... · 
13 north................. 3 west ................. . 
14 north • ..... . . . . . . . . . . . 3 west. ................ . 
13 north............. . . . . 4 west ................. . 
14 north . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 west ................. . 
15 north............. . . . . 4 west.. ........... . .... . 
13 north . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 west. ............. . .. . 
14 north . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 west ................. . 











Total.. .................................... 16~,207.04 
South of Platte river. 
Do .. . ..... do. 
Do ........ do. 
Do ........ do. 
Do ..•... . do. 
- -----------
No. 12.-Statement showing description qf land and area if same for wliicl~, 
towns/tip plats lwve been sent to the Omaha City land qffice, Nebraska, 
du1·ing tlw year ending June 30, 1863. 
Township. 
14 north ............. _ .. . 
15 north ................ . 
16 north ................ . 
13 north ................ . 
14 north .......... . ... _ .. 
15 north ... _ ............ _ 
16 north ....... _ ...... _ .. 
13 north ................ . 
14 north ................ . 
15 north ................ . 
13 north ................ . 
14 north ................ . 
Range. Acres. I 
I 
Remarks. 
4 wesL ... . .......... -~ ~99. 82 /"No,th side of Platte. 
4west .................. 17,473.15 , Do ....... . do. 
4west.................. 171.42 ! 
5 west . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 982. 82 f North side of Platte. 
5west. ............. . ... 19,497.70 1 Do . . . . .. . . do. 
5 west.................. 21,553.35 1 
5 west ...... ------...... 100.00 
6 west. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 3, o84. 89 I North side of Platte. 
6 west.................. 22,993.49 
6 west.................. 19,092. 01 
7 west.................. 23,045.29 1 
7 west.................. 23,018.26 1 
Total. ..................................... 165,612.20 I 
No. 13.-Statemcnt slwu·ing description qf lands and area qf same for which 
townsh.ip plats ha·ve been sent to tlw Dakota land qffice, NebTaska, during tlze 
year ending June 30, 1863. 
Township. Range. Remarks. Acres. J 
---1--
33 north . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 east . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147.60 J Rush island. 
RECAPITULATION. 
Total area of lands in Kansas.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 322, 134. 00 acres. 
Total area of lands in Nebraska. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 327, 966. 84 " 
Total acres.................................. 650,100.84 
• 
I 
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No .. 14. 
Estimate if sums required for the extension of s~trveys in tlte State of K.ansaa 
du'ling thefiscal year ending June ao, 1865. 
State of Kansas. Miles. Rate. Estimated 
cost. 
----
For running the eecond guide meridian west from the 1st to 5th 
standard parallel south, the 3d and 4th guide meriuians west 
from the base line to 3d standa··d parallel south, and the 5th 
guide meridian west from the base line to ] st standard parallel 
330 $10 $3,300 00 south ___ . ____ . ___________ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____________________ 
For running the 1st standard parallel south from range 19 west to 
5th guide meridian west, the 2d and 3d standard parallels from 
the 1st to 4th guide meridian west, and the 4th and 5th stand-
5l0 10 5,100 00 ard parallel from the 1st to 2d guide meridian west ___ . _. __ .. _ 
For exterior lines as exhibited on accompanying diagram_. _______ 3,860 6 23,160 ()0 
Subdivisional lines as shown on accompanying diagram __ . _ . ____ . 8,820 5 44, 100 00 
--
TotaL ..... _________________________ . ______ . ___ ------ ------ 75,660 00 
No. 15. 
Estimated sums requiredfor tlte extension if surveys in tlte Territory if },Te-
braska during thefiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
Territory of Nebraska. Miles. Rate. Estimated 
cost. 
--------·---- ------
For running the 2d guide meridian west from the 2d standard par-
allel north to the Niobrara river, and the 3d, 4th, and 5th guide 
meridians west from the base line to the 3d standard parallel 
north_ . ______________________ . __ . _ . __ ... _______ . _________ _ 
For running the 1st and 2d standard parallels north from the 2d to 
5th guide meridians west, the :~d standard parallel north from 
the 1st to 5th guide meridians west, and the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 
and 8th standard parallels north from the 1st to 2d guide meri-
dians west _ . _ .... _____ .... - ____ .......... - - _______________ . 
Exterior lines as exhibited on accompanying diagram. ___ . ______ _ 















--~----------- -- -- -
RECAPITULATION. 
Estimate for Kansas __ .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __________ .. _ ......... . 
Estimate for Nebrasl;:a _. _ .. _ ................. _ ..... _ ........ . 
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No.16. 
Est~mate qf sums required for office expenses fm· the fiscal yew ending June 
30, 1865. 
Salary of surveyor general . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 
Salary of chief clerk ............ ·.......... . . . . . ............ . 
Salary of one examiner ................ -: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
Salary of one principal draughtsman ............................ . 
Salary of one assistant draughtsman ............................ . 
Salary of two draughtsmen, at $1,100 each ...................... . 
Salary of one bookkeeper or accountant. . . . . . . ............... . 
Salary of five transcribing and copying clerks, at $1,100 each ....... . 
Salary of one me~scnger ....................... . .. . ........... . 











Office rent, stationery, and incidental expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 500 
'l1otal ........................ . 19, 900 
No. 17. 
Statement showing amount qf revenue tax paiil hy tlte surveyor general and 
clerks on their salaries from Septemhe1· 1, 1862, up to Septemher 30, 1863. 
Surveyor general ....................... . 
Chief clerk ............................. . 
Principal draughtsman .................. . 
Assistant draughtsman ................. .. 
.Accountant ............................. . 
































TotaL.. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. 11 49 35 25 35 25 
RECAPITULATION. 
Total for September, 1862 ...................................... . 
Total for first quarter ........................................... . 
Total for second quarter ........................................ . 
Total for- third quarter. ........................................ .. 
Total for fourth quarter ......................................... . 
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14 F. 
ANNUAL I·mPORT. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Santa Fe, }lew lHexico, September 30, 1863. 
Sm: In accord tllC(' with usnge and the requirements of your letter of ins~ruc 
tions of June 3, 1863, I herewith transmit, in triplicate, my annual report, with 
accompanying documents, marked A to E, inclusive. 
SUSPENDED SURVEYS. 
The survey by Mr. r:I'homas Means, deputy surveyor, under his contract with 
my predecessor, of July 4, 1861 , of the town of Mora grant, has not yet been 
approved, Mr. Means having failed to reconcile or satisfactorily explain the dis- . 
crcpancics between his work and the survey of the Las Vegas grant, noticed in 
my letter to you of November 8, 1862. · 
'The field-notes of the four townships surveyed by him without authority, and 
rejected by this office on grounds a~proved by you, as advised by your letter of 
March 27, 1862, but which, upon reconsideration, I was dtrccted by your letter 
of l!.,ebruary 25, 1863, to examine and approve upon conditions therein stated, 
have been examined. I found numerous apparent errors in the work requiring 
explanation and correction, and advised Mr. Means that if all the other require-
ments of your letter were met, he must make the explanations and corrections 
before his work could be approved. He has failed to do so up tu thiR thne, and 
his work still remains suspended. 
PRIVATE CLAIMS . 
• Little progress has been made quring the past year in the exa.mination of 
claims to land in this district, "under the laws, usages, and customs of Spain 
and Mexico," partly, perhaps, because of the disturbed state of the country, but 
principally, I think, because of the expense attending the production of wit-
nesses, employment of attorneys, and, finally, after confi.rmation, the survey and 
other expenses, up to the issuing of the patent. I beg to refer to my remarks 
under this head in my last annual report, and again urge the adoption of some 
measure which shall be effectual, to ascertain and separate from the public do-
main all private land grants in this Territt)ry. 
In this connexion I wish to C<tll your attention to the condition of the titles 
to land in what is called the :Mesilla Valley, or that portion of the valley of the 
Rio Grande, in this district, south of the fourth correction line south. As I ad-
vised you in my letter of May 25, 1863, the greater part of these lands is 
.claimed under grants made by the .lHexican authorities qflcr the conclusion of 
the treaty with Mexico of February 2, 1848, and before the treaty of December 
30, 1853. The commissioners appointed by the United States and 1\fexico un-
der the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo to run and establish the boundary between 
the two republics fixed the initial point on the Rio Grande over forty miles above 
the town of El Paso. Immediately thereafter the State of Chihuahua claimed 
and exercised jurisdiction over the district between the old boundary of Ne'\'Y. 
Mexico-which was claimed to be within five or six miles of El Paso-and that 
established as above, and, as an act of sovereignty, assumed to dispose of the 
soil, and did in fact, I am informed, within a short time after the corner upon 
the Rio Grande had been established by the commissioners, make grants, to 
colonies and individuals, of the greater part of the arable lands between the old 
and new boundary. It was claimed by the authorities of Nc\\' Mexico that the 
di8trict in question belonged to and was included within the boundary of this 
Territory, and that the St.u.tc of Chihuahua bad never before claimed or exercised 
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any jurisdiction over it. The treaty with 1\iexico of December 30, 1853, settled 
the question of boundary, but did not settle the correctness of the line run by 
the commissioners under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and I am not aware 
that the government of the United States has, by any public act, recognized its 
correctness; nor l1ave the grants of land made by the State of Chihuahua since 
the conclusion of that treaty been in any manner acknowledged as valid. l\Iore 
than ten years have elapsed .,_ce these grants were made. Valuable buildings 
have been erected, farms improved, canals for irrigation opened by the grantees 
ana those claiming under them; but as yet no steps have been taken by them 
· to have their claims confirmed or formally 1·ecognized by Congress. 'l'he occu-
pants, undoubtedly, have a strong equitable claim to these lands, a.nd shouli:l be 
protected by the government. 
I deem it of great importance, as well to the government as to the people of 
this fertile valley, that the questions relating to the title to these lands should be 
settled at the earliest day poss~le; and to this end I suggest the passage by 
Congress of a law providing for the appointment of commissioners to take 
proofs in relation to the concessions, improvements, and occupation of the lands, 
and for confirmation to the present holders, upon proof bc"ing made that the 
party in possession, or his grantor, or person nuder ·whom he claims, received, 
in good faith, a grant of the land claimed, from the state of Chihuahua or re-
public of Mexico, prior to the conclusion of the treaty with Mexico of December 
30, 1853, and has in all respects complied with the terms of the grant. Provis-
ion should also be made for the survey of these lands in accordance with the 
proof of limits, to be certifie-d by the proper officer to the surveyor g;eneral. 
PUBLIC SURVEYS. 
Because of the continued hostility of the Navajo and Apache Indians, ren-
dering it unsafe for surveying parties to take the field without military protec-
tion, I have entered into no contract for surveying the public lands in this dis-
trict since the date of my last annual report. A vigorous war is now being 
waged against these Indians by all the military force iu this department, and it 
is hoped that they will be subjugated in the course of a few months. When-
ever the condibion of the country will permit it I shall resume operations in the 
field, and have such portions of the public lands surveyed as are required for 
settlement. 
TERRITORIAL SURVEYS. 
I have again to urge that provision be made by law for the survey ~f the 
boundary line between the 'l'crritory of Colorado and this Territory. '!'here is 
no natural boundary or landmark defining the limits of this r.rerritory on the 
north, and confusion in the public surveys must arise whenever extended to the 
boundary on either side. 'l'he above is also true of the boundary between this 
Territory and Arizona. In view of the probable settlement of the country•north 
of the Gila by a mining pt>pulation at an early day, the boundary line separating 
the two jurisdictions should, if possible, be ascertained and marked upon the 
face of the earth during the next season. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 
A military post has been established on the Canadian river, ne~r the mon h 
of Utah creek. I am informed that settlements have been made during the 
year on the Canadian river, in the neighborhood of this post, and that the 
settlers are anxious the surveyed lands in that region should be brought into 
market. I am not aware that there is any private claim, umler the laws of 
Spain or :M:exico, tp any of the surveyed lands on this stream, except the one 
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located by the heirs of Baca; and there would seem to be no good reason why 
the lands in question should not be brought into market at once. 
I am also informed that several new settlements have been made within the 
year on the public lands near Fort Stanton, and also on the Canadian near its 
source at the base of the Raton mountains. 
I shall extend the public surveys over these new settlements during the next 
season, if practicable. 
EXPLORATIONS. 
Since the 18th of :March last I have made three extensive reconnaissances 
over the middle and southern portions of this district-the last one continued 
nearly across the new Territory of Arizona. In these reconnaissances I have 
travelled over twenty-five hundred miles, nearly two-thirds of the distance on 
muleback. In my letters of April 3, :May 25, and September 24, ourrent 
year, I have given you the general results of the~e explorations. :Much informa-
tion was obtained by me during my travels, whiCh will be valuable in conduct-
ing future operations in the field in this district, and will, I trust, be of service 
to the government in other respects . 
. The several statements and maps accompanying this report are as follows: 
A. Sketch of the public surveys of New Mexico. 
B. Incidental expense account current for the year ending June 30, 1863. 
C. Salary account current for the year ending June 30, 1863. 
D.- Estimates of appropriations for salaries of the surveyor g·eneral and clerks, 
and for the incidental expenses of this office, and also for the public surveys in 
this district, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
E. Names, nativities, &c., of each person employed in this office during the 
year ending this day. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Hon. J. :M. EDMUNDS, 
JOHN A . ·cLARK, 
Surveyor General, New Mexico. 
Commissiont;r qf tlle General Land Office, Washington City, D. C. 
' 
Tke United States in account with the office qf tlle sur·veyor general qf New Mexico for the fiscal year ending Jun~ 30, 1863. 
D:a. INCIDENTAL EXPENSE ACCOUNT. CR. 
~-.I I \I 1862. Aug. 19 For rent of office ............. _______ ._._._.. $163 04 Mar. 14 
For removal of office .. __ .. _____ .. ____ .. _ _ _ _ _ 12 50 
31 For protractor and rulers ... __ .... ___ .. _. _ . . . . 4 00 
For fi·eight' ............. _ . __ . __ . _ . ____ . _ . _ . . 10 50 
For services of messenger . _ ... _ .. _ . ____ ..... : 28 26 
Sept. 10 For drawing-board and rulers .. ___ ... _... . . . . 6 50 
27 For firewood ............... __ .. ____ . _ ... ___ . 11 25 












For post office box and stamps ...... ------.... 8 98 
For rent of office ........... __ .. ______ ....... 47 93 
For services of messenger ... __ .. ________ .. _ . . 32 61 
For water buckets ......... __ ... __ .......... . 
For freight on stationery .. __ .. ____ ... _ ..... _. 
For lamp and lamp oiL ...... ___ .•. __ . _ ..... . 
For firewood .............. _ .... _ . _ .. ___ ... __ 
For postage stamps, &c ...... __ . _ ......... _ . 
For broom and candles. _ .... _ ... _ ..... _ ..... . 
For rent of office .......... ·_ ... __ . ·_ .. __ ..... . 
For services of messenger .. _ . _ . ; . __ ... _ ..... . 
For firewood . _ ............. __ ... __ .. _ ..... . 
For candle;j ............... ________ ........ . 
For postage, &c ........................... . 
For rent of office ........... : ............. . . . 
For services of messenger ......... _______ ._ .. 
For expenses of reconnoissance down the Pecos 
river. 
For postage, &c ............. __ ... __ ..... __ . 
For rent of office ........................ __ .. 






















Balance unexpended ... - . . ........ - . - -I- ......... 1 2, 339 00 
2,914 36 
SURVEYOR GENERAL's OFFJCE, Santa Fe, New Mexico, Sept. 30, H363. 
By appropriation __ ................ _ ........ -I $2,914 36 
I 2, 914 36 
I 














































To John A. Clark, surveyor general, first fiscal 
quarter. 
To David J. Miller, translator, first fiscal quarter ... 
To John W. Clark, draughtsman, first fiscal quarter. 
'To D. J. Miller, translator, second fiscal quarter .... 
To J. M. Clark, draughtsman, second fiscal quarter 
To John A. Clark, surveyor general, second fiscal 
quarter. 
To John A. Clark, surveyer general, third fiscal 
quarter. 
To D. J. Miller, clerk, third fiscal quarter ......... . 
To D. J. Miller, clerk, fourth fiscal quarter ....... . 
To John A. Clark, surveyor general, fourth fiscal 
quarter. 
To D. J. Miller, clerk .......................... . 
Balance unexpended .................. _ .. .. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Santa F€, New Mexico, September 30, 1863. 
SALARY ACCOUNT. CR. 
li 1862. 
$750 00 II March 14 
1 
By appropriation for surveyor general ............ . $3,000 00 
4,000 00 





I By appropriation for clerks ................... ---. 
By appropriation for translator ........ .. . . . . ... . . 
8,826 09 
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Estimate if appropriations required for tlte C!lfice qf tlte surz;eyor general of 
, New l'Jexico for tlw fiscal year ending tlw 30tl~ of June, 186.5. 
ON SALARY ACCOUNT. 
----------:---------c------------------ ·----
Compensation of- Amount. Hemarks. 
Surveyor generaL . . . . $3, 000 00 Compensation fixed by the organic act of July 22, 1854. 
Translator . . . . . . . . . . 2, 000 00 To perform also the duties of chief clerk. 
Draughtsman . . . . . . . 1, 750 00 To be also computer of surveys . 
.____T~taL_ -_- _ ...... -1 ;--6-, 7_5_0_0_0-~~ 
ON SURVEYING AND INCIDENTAL EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 
- ·--- ---- ----
Object of the appropriation. Amount. 
For. p_u?lic ~urveys-continuing survey of base, meridian, township, and sub-
diVIsion hnes ....... _ ...... _ .. _ ............ ___ . _ . _ .. _ . _ . __ . _____ . ____ _ $5,000 00 
400 00 
1,000 00 
For messenger and -watchman ..... _ .... ___ .. _ ..... ___ .... __ ..... ___ ..... . 
For fuel, office rent, stationery, and contingent expenses _. _ ..... __ ... _ ..... . 
TotaL .. _ . _____ . __ . ____ . _ . ___ . _____ . ___________________________ _ 6,400 00 
JOHN A. CLARK, Surveyor General. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, September 30, 1863. 
Statement exhibiting tlw name, grade in the r!ffice, nativity, State or Territory 
wlU'nce appointed, and rate if compensation per annum, of each person em-
plo:lJed in the office if tl~e surveyor general if New JJiexico during tlte year 
end£ng September 30, 1863. 
-------
Name. Grade. Nativity. 'Vhence Com pen- Remarks. 
appointed. sation. 
. ----
John A. Clark ..... Sur. gen.-- N. York. Illinois .. $3,000 Entered on diseharge of 
duties Oct. 9, 1861. 
David J. Miller.._. Translator . Alabama. NewMex. 2,000 Discharged Oct. 4; re-
appointed Sept. 22. * 
John M. Clark ... _ Draughts'n. Michigan Colorado. 1,500 Discharged Oct. 31; re-
appointed Sept. 14. 
Quirino Chavez ... _ Messenger . NewMex. NewMex. 96 N otconstantly employ' d. 
Imbert Antonio .... Messenger . France __ .... do .... 96 Do. 
Desgeorges Etienne Messenger . .... do .... .... do .... 96 Do . 
*During the authorized absence of the surveyor general, Mr. Miller had charge of the 
office, and was paid $1 per day therefor. 
JOHN A. CLARK, Sur11eyor General. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, September 30, 1863. 
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SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Olympia, W. T., August 14, 1863. 
SIR: In accordance with usage and instructions from your office, I have the 
honor to' submit my annual report upon the condition and wants of my survey-
ing district. 
Document A, shows the condition of contracts that were not closed at the 
date of my last annual report. 
Document B, shows the amount, character and condition of the public sur-
veys contracted for since the date of last annual report. 
Document 0, statement of original pla4;s made, and copies transmitted to the 
General Land Office and the dis1f:ict offices, since the last annual report. 
Document D, a list of lands surveyed in Washington Territory up to June 
30, 1863. 
Document E, estimate of expenses incidental to the survey of the public 
lands in the r.rerritory of W ashingtou, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
Document F, shows the number of original claim maps made, and copies. 
transmitted to the General Land Office and district land offices, during the year 
ending June 30, 1863. 
I would again most earnestly press upon your consideration the necessity 
for restoring the price of surveys we~t of the mountains to· $12 and $20 per 
mile, for tho reasons set forth in my report of last year. I think we can secure 
the survey of the country east of the mountains for the reduced price of $8 per 
mile for exterior and subdivisions, but nothing less than $12 per mile will secure 
the proper survey of base, meridian and standard lines. 
For the last five or six years very small annuaL appropriations have been 
made for extending the public surveys in this land district; consequently they 
are now very far behind the want of the settlement. Besides, it is now antici-
pated that the emigration of this year will double the population. 1 t will, 
therefore, operate very hard upon the settlers, should my estimate for the ex-
tension of surveys be reduced. 
It will be seen that I have made a further reduction in my estimate for inci-
dental expenses. I have reduced my estimate for clerk-hire as low as the wants 
and interests of the service will permit. · 
The map accompanying the report will be found more accurate and complete 
than any one that has preceded it from this office. Experience has proven that 
the making of careful examination of the country over which it is proposed to 
extend the surveys, by a competent person connected with the office, before 
entering into contract with deputies, protects the office against the error of sur-
veying sections of country not occupied by settlers. It is not possible to secure 
a reliable topog\·aphy of unsurveyed portious of the country in any other way. 
The advantages 5ecured to the service by the examination of surveys by special 
deputies, at a cost of two or three thousand dollars a year, as practiced by my 
predecessor, are now secured at the trifling cost of two or three hundred. I 
hope, therefore, the practice I have adopted will continue to meet the approval 
of the department. 
I have not yet heard. of the arrival on the ground of the astronomical party 
you sent out from Washington to establish the boundary line between Oregon 
and Washington Territory. I would, in this connexion, call your attention to 
the law of Congress of March 3, 1863, organizing the Territory of Idaho. Be-
ing in Washington at the time the law came from the House to the Senate, I 
suggested to honorable Senators a change in the phraseology of the part that 
fixed the IJoundary between Washington and Idaho, with a view of making a 
guide meridian line, that would be required in that vicinity, the boundary, and 
thus save to the treasury many thousand dollars. 
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I would respectfully suggest that this office be authorized to run a guide 
meridiaR from the point indica ted in the law, viz: "from a point opposite the 
mouth of Clear Water river, thence due north to the forty-ninth parallel of lati-
tude;" and that Congress be asked to adopt such legislation as may be deemed 
necessary to make the said meridian the legal boundary ; also that the old 
price of $20 per mile be allowed for this meridian, for the purpose of securing 
boundary monuments at the prominent points along the line, of greater promi-
nence and durability than are required upon ordinary meridians. 
In accordance with your instructions, I have employed a competent surveyor 
to lay off the town site of Por1; Angelos, and the progress already made in the 
work justifies the belief that it will be finished by the end of this month. I 
have adopted the per diem system for the survey, and. find that "tis costing less 
than any bid that was made per mile. 
I would call your attention to tho pressing necessity that exists for the sur-
vey of the Colville valley, and other sections of the '.rerritory that include some 
of our oldest and most populous settlements. I am expending the small appro-
priation of $10,000, made by the last Congress, to the best possible advantage, 
but it accommodates but a small portion of those who have a strong claim upon .. 
the government for the survey of their sections. 
I cannot, in justice to a numerous class of our citizens, refrain from calling 
your attention to the necessity that exists for a survey of that portion of the 
Territory claimed by the Puget Sound Agricultural Society, now occupied by 
more than a thousand population, many of whom have large and valuable im-
provements. The conflicts that are continually occurring between the citizens 
and company are a source of great annoyance to the people of the countios 
where the claims arc located, as well as the whole Territory, and calls loudly 
upon the government for their prompt and decisive interference. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ANSON G. HENRY, 
SU7·veyor General, W T. 
CoMMISSIONER oF GENERAL LA~D OFFICE, 





Statement slwwing tlw condition if cont1·acts wlu"ch we1·e not dosed at tl~e date C!f the la.st annual report. 
Contract. 
Name of deputy. Work embraced in contract. Remarks. 
Date. 
May 25, 1861. E. Rkha>·dson ......... ·I Extedor townah;ps 21, 22, 23, and 24, mnge 5 '"''; Exterior and subdivit<ion township 24, range 4 east, 
1 townships 23 and 24, ranges 3 and 4 east, and exterior townships 21, 2'?, 2i5, and 24, range 5 east, 
1 subdivision townships 22 and 2~~. range 5 east; and township ~;3, range 4 cast, were reported as . I 1 townships 22, 23, and 24, range 4 east, and to~ n- clo<:cd in our last year's report; since .... bich the 
. ships 23 and 24, range 3 east. · subdivisions, Hnes, and meanders of to\\ m;bip 2:3 
north, range 4 cast, have been surveyed, approved 
and plats, &c., transmitted to the General Land 
Office. Balance abandoned. 
May 20, 1862. House & Johnson. _____ 
1 
Exterior subdivisions and mean dens of townships 17 Closed. Plats, &c., tJ ansmitted to General Land 
I and18 north, range 6 west. I Office. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Olympia, Washington Te1·rito1·y, Augu.st 14, 1863. 
ANSON G. HENRY, 
















































B.-Statement showing the amount, character, and conditwn of the public surveys contracted for since the date of the last annual report. 
--




Name of deputy. Surveys embraced in contract. ]~ ;... 
Ot) Remarks. 
ceo Q) ~~ Po. s;... 
cD 
p~ 
...... cD 0 
Date. 
~,..Q ~ ~ ~ ~ 
-
Aug. 15, 1862. Ge'orge W. Sloan. __ South, east, and west boundaries of town-
~ 
. 
ship 20 north, rang-e 4 east. 18 $8 00 $144 Closed. Plats, &c., transmitted to 
_ .... _.do ...... _ South boundary township 20, range 3 east. the General Land Office. ----··--··--·--·-- ... 
_ ...... do ...... _ E. Richardson ...•.. South boundary of township 22 north, 6 8 00 48 Contract abandoned by mutual con-
range 4 east. sent. 
Sept. 4, 1863. L. T. B. Andrews._ Subdivisional lines of fractional town- 36 8 00 388 Closed. Plats, &c., transmitted to 
ships 23 and 24 north, range 3 east, and the General Land Office. 
Sept. 8, 1862. Francis Henry .... _ 
northern boundary township 23, 3 east. 
8 00 Closed. Plats, &c., transmitted to South and west boundaries oftownship 30, 25 200 
range 5 west,· and the north, south, and the General Land Office. 
west boundaries of township 30, range 
6 ·west, and west boundary of to·wn-
. . . • . . . do. _ .••.. A. J. Tread·way .... 
ship 31, range 6 west. 
60 8 00 Closed. Plats, &c., transmitted to Subdivision of township 29, range 1 480 
·west. the General Land Office. 
Sept. l 5, 1862. J. P. Stewart. ..... _ Subdivisions of township 20, range 4 72 8 00 576 Time extended to July, 1863, on ac-
east. count of high water. 
Oct. 12, 1862. George House, jr ... _ Subdivisions of township 30, ranges 5 125 8 00 1,000 Subdivisions of township 30, range 5 
and 6 west, and township 31, range 6 west, closed. Plats, &c., trans-
west. mitted to the General Land Office. 
Balance abandoned. 
Feb. 26, 1863. E. Richardson ..••.. Subdivision of township 22, 4 east ..... - 61 8 00 488 Work now being examined in office. 
------.do ....... _____ --_.do. ____ .... South boundary township 22, 4 east ... - _ 4 8 00 32 
l\fay 5, 1863. D. G. Majors ..•••.. Subdivisions of fractional township 6, 180 7 25 1,305 Deputy supposed to be now in the 
ranges 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, and 37 field. The meadow and timber 
east; and the establishing of the tract was surveyed under instruc-
boundary lines of two reservations near 
. tions from this office. (See belo·w.) 
\Valla-\Valla, one for meadow and the 
other for timber, for military purposes 






































B.-Statement showing tl~e amount, character, and condition qf tlw public ·surveys, ~c.-Continued. 
Contract. 
Name of deputy. 
Date. 
June 20, 1863. I E. Richardson ..... . 
June 27, 1863. I George House, jr .... 
June 25, 1863. I Francis Henry ..•... 
*April 4, 1863. T. F. Berry .•...... 
*May 4, 1863. George W. Sloan ... 
*June 20, 1863. . ........ do ..... ___ . 
Surveys embraced in contract. 
Exterior township 9, ranges 26, 27, 28, 
29, and 30east, and township 10, ranges 
27, 28, 29, and 30 east, and subdivisions 
of townships !) and 10, range 27 east, 
and township 9, range 26 east. 
Subdivision of township 11, ranges 40, 41, 
and 42 east, and township 12, r;wges 
39, 40, 41, 42, and 43 east. 
Offset 2d standard parallel through ranges 
39, 40, 41, and 42 east; and 3d standard 
parallel through ranges 41, 42, and 43 
east; and exterior boundaries of town-
ship 10, ranges 39, 40, 41, and 42 east; 
and township 12, ranges 39, 40, 41, 42, 
and 43 east; and subdivision of town-
ships 9 and 10, range 28 east. 
Two reservations for military purposes 
near Walla-Walia. 
Port Townsend and Penu's Cove military 
reservation. 































$8 oo 1 $2, 304 
8 00 I 3, 840 





Deputy now in the field. 
Deputy now in the field. • 
Deputy now in the field. 
Surveyed and the field-notes, &c., 
now undergoing examination. 
Surveyed and the field-notes, &c., 
now undergoing examination. 
Deputy now in the field. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, Olympia, W. T., August 14, 1863. 
ANSON G. HENRY, Surveyor GeneTal of Washington TeJTitory. 
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c. 
Statement if original plats made and copies transmitted to the General Land 
Office and the district offices since the date of last annual 'report. 




Descr}ption of plats. 0 When transmit-"d a) 









A 0 0 C!:l E-1 
----
Township-
No. 17 north, range 6 west .••••..•............. 1 1 1 3 Sept. 15, 1862. 
No. 18 north, range 6 west .••... -----·---- •••.. 1 1 1 3 Sept. 15, 1862. 
Exterior township-
Sept. 15) No. 20 north, mnge 4 east-----·-----· ....••... 1 1 ... - - ~ 2 1862. 
No. 20 north, range 3 east-----·---------· ..... 1 1 ---· 2 Sept. 15, 1862. No. 30 north, range 5 west. .•... _. _. ___ .. _. ___ . 1 1 ---- 2 Nov. 3, 1862. 
No. 30 north, range 6 west. ... ---··----------·. 1 1 .......... 2 Nov. 3, 1862. 
No. 31 north, range 6 west ...••. ---------· .... _ 1 1 .. --- 2 Nov. 3, 1862. 
Township-
No. 23 north, range 4 east ...•... _ ••• __ . __ . _ .. . 1 1 1 3 Nov. 10, 1862. 
- No. 23 north, range 3 east .•.....•••..•. _ ..... _ 1 1 1 3 Nov. 24, 1862. 
No. 24 north, range 3 east ............. __ .• _ .. _ 1 1 1 3 Nov. 24, 1862. 
No. 29 north, range 1 west ..••.. ------ .•....... 1 1 1 3 Jan. 5, 1863. 
No. 30 north, mnge 5 west ...•.. -----· .... --·-_ 1 1 1 3 Jan. 8, 1863~ 
ANSON G. HENRY, 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Surveyor General, Washington Territ01·y~ 
Olympia, TV. T., August 14, 1863. 
D. 
List qf lands surveyed 'tn Wasl~ington Territory since June 30, 1862, and up· 
to June 30, 1863. 
Description. 
--1- ---------1-----1--- - ----
1 T. 30 north, range 5 west. 
2 T. 23 north, range 3 east. 
3 '1'. 24 north, range 3 east . 
4 T. 23 north, range 4 east. 
5 T. 17 north, range 6 west. 
6 T. 18 north, range 6 west. 
7 T. 29 north, range 1 west 
. 
Acres. Acres. Ac1·cs. Ae1·es. Acres. 
19,173.73 ---------· ···--- ----·- --------
2, 906. 02 -- - ... - - . . - - - - - - . - - - - . - - - - - - - -
6, 333. 35 .. --- .. -. - . ----- ------ - ... -.- . 
19, 836. 98 2, 290. 85 . ----- ----.. 28. 18 
7' 967. 98 - - . - . - - - - - .. - - - - . - - - - - - . - - - - - -
11, ~41. 87 159.50 ----- .. ----- 2 .. 50 
19,178.86 440.23 1-----· 3.28 
87' 338. 79 , 2, 890. 58 1----- -I·----. 33. 96 










SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Surveyor General T:Yasltington Territory. 
Olympia, TV. T., August 14, 1863. 
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E. 
Estimate of expenses incidental to tl~e survey of th.e public lands in the Territory 
of Washington, for tl~e fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
},or salary of surveyor generaL ............................. $2, 500 00 
},or salary of chief clerk................................... 1, 800 00 
},or salary of draughtsman............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 500 00 
For salary of assistant draughtsman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 500 00 
For salary of one clerk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 300 00 
For compensation of clerks, to be employed according to the ex-
igencies of the public service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 000 00 
For rent of office, wages of messenger, purchase and repairs of in-
struments, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental expenses. 1, 600 00 
For five hundred miles of base, meridian, and parallel lines, one-
half at $12 per mile, and one-half at $20 per mile, making an 
average of $16 per mile. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 000 00 
For three thousand miles township and subdivisionallines, one-half 
at $8 per mile, and one-half at $12 per mile, making an average 
of $10 per mile ......................................... 30, 000 00 
Total ...........•................................. 49, 200 00 
ANSON G. HENRY, 
Surt·eyor General, Wasl~ington Territory. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Olympia, Wash.ington Territory, Aug'ltst 14, 1863. 
F.-A list of original townsk1p claim maps made and copies transmitted to tke 
General Land Office and district land ojfices during t!~e fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1863. 




Description of plats. 0 When transmit-
"'C) <J5 
·J:1 0 ted. ce !E 
~ 
H 0 
~ -~ J:1 ;... ] 'So Q} b J:1 rll -~ Q} 
A 0 0 (;!) E-1 
Township-
June 1, 1863. No. 4 north, range 1 east .••••...........••.. 1 1 1 3 
No. 16 north, range 1 east ................•... 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 17 north, range 1 east .........•.......... 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 18 north, range 1 east .................... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 28 north, range 1 east ................•... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 31 north, range 1 east .................... 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 33 north, range 1 east .................... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 1 north, range 2 east .................... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 2 north, range 2 east .................... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 3 north, range 2 Past .................... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 17 north, range 2 east ........ __ .......... 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 30 north, ra.nge 2 east .................... 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 31 north, range 2 east ..•................. 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 32 north, range 2 east .................... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 33 north, range 2 east .................... 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 37 north, range 2 east .•.•..•..•......•... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
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F.-A list if original townsMps, o/c.-Continued. 




Description of plats. 0 ·when transmit-
'0 o5 









~ '2 'b'D <l) ~ 
6 <l) Q 0 C!:5 H 
Township-
3 east .......••......... : - !I June 1, 1863. No. 1 north, range 1 1 1 No. 2 north, range 3 east _ ... ___ .... _ ....... _ 1 1 1 JUliO 1, 1863. No. 25 north, range 3 east ______________ -- __ . _ 1 1 1 June 1, 1863. 
No. 38 north, range 3 east ..... - ..... - ....... - 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 1 north, range 4 eae;t _ ........ __ . ___ .... _ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 23 north, range 4 east ................... _ 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 24 north, range 4 east ................... - 1 1 1 'l June 1, 1863. o.) 
No. 25 north, range 4 east ..... - ..... - ....... - 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 2 north, range 6 east------------ .... ____ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 4 north, range 1 west.-- . -- ------ ---- --. - 1 1 1 3 April15, 1863. 
No. 6 north, range 1 west ..... _ .. _ .... _ ...... 1 1 1 2 June 1, 1863. 
No. 7 north, range 1 west. ................... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 11 north, range 1 west.----.- .... -.-- .. --- 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 12 north, range I·west ...... ------ .... ---- 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 13 north, range 1 west. .... _ . _ ........... - 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 17 north, rang·e 1 west.-- .. - -- ... - ---- --. - 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 29 north, range 1 west ................... _ 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1853. 
No. 30 north, range 1 \YOSt ......... --- ... -.--- 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 31 north, range 1 ·west. .......... - .. -- - .. - 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 6 north, range 2 west ... __ . __ .. __ .. ____ ._ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 186:t 
No. 7 north, range 2 \ve::;t. .............. _ .... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 8 north, range 2 west.--.-- ...•.. ____ ... _ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 13 north, range 2 west ..... _ ........ _ .... . 1 1 1 3 J\lne 30, 186~t 
No. 16 north, range 2 \Yest ................... _ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 17 north, range 2 west ...... ---------- ____ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 20 north, range 2 \YOSt- ..... -.- -- ..... --- - 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 8 north, range 3 'vest. ................. - - 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 13 north, range 3 \Yost- .................. _ 1 1 1 3 June 30, 186:3. 
No. 15 north, range 3 west ...... ------ ________ 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863 
No. 16 north, range 3 ·west ............ -------- 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 17 nortl1, range 3 west ...... ---------- ____ 1 1 1 3 June :30, 1863. 
No. 19 north, range 3 \YeS t- ............. - - .... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 20 north, range 3 \vest. .................. _ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 21 north, range 3 west _ ................. __ 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863. 
No. 31 north, range 3 \vest- ........•.......... 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863 
No. 8 north, range 4 "\\'CSt. ............... ---- 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863 
No. 13 north, range 4 ·west. ..... -------------- 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863 
No. 16 north, range 4 west ................... _ 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863 
No. 20 north, range 4 \vest_ ..... _ ............ _ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863 
No. 30 north, range 4 ·west. .................. - 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863 
No. 31 north, range 4 \vest ..... _ ............. - 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863 
No. 16 north, range 5 west ...... __ ..... __ . __ ._ 1 1 1 3 June 30, 1863 
No. 8 north, range 6 'vest. ..... ------ ____ ---- 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863 
No. 9 north, range 10 west ...... __ . __ ... __ . ___ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863 
No. 10 north, range 10 west. __ .---- .... ______ ._ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 13 north, range 10 west ...... ____ . ________ . 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 14 north, range 10 west. __ ..... __ .. ___ . ____ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863 
No. 15 north, range 10 west. __ ... __ . __ . ______ ._ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 11 north, range 11 west ..... - .... __________ 1 1 1 3 June 1, 1863. 
No. 12 north, range 11 west ...... __ .• __ . __ . __ . _ 1 1 1 3 June I, 1863. 
-ANSON G. HENRY, 
SURVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, Surveyor General Washington Territory. 
Olympia, W. T., August 14, 1863. 
/ 
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14 H. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Eugene City, Oregon, August 24, 1863. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith the usual annual report and ac-
companying statements, to wit: 
.A.-Statement showing the condition of surveying contracts not closed 
.August 31, 1862. 
B.-Statement of contracts entered into since .. AHgnst 31, 1862. 
C.-Statement of original plats of exterior and l ubdivisional lines of town-
ships, copies transmitted from this office to the g ,1eral and local land offices 
since .August 31, 1862. 
D.-Statement showing the number of township ~1ps of claim surveys made 
and transmitted to the general and local land office::; since August 31, 1862. 
E.-Statement of the number of diagrams in correction of fractional num-
bering of maps previously approved, sent to the general and local land offices 
since date of laet annual report. 
F.-Statement of the expenditure of appropriation for the extension of the 
public surveys, during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863. 
G.-Statement of the expenditure of appropriation for salary of surveyor 
general and clerks in his office, and under sums apportioned, etc., for the year 
ending June 30, 1863. 
H.-Statement of the expenditure of appropriation for rent, fuel, books, sta-
tionery, messenger, etc., for fiscal year ending J nne 30, 18G3. 
I.-Estimate of surveying and office expenses for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1S65. 
J.-List of townships surveyed prior to June 30, 1862, and not embraced in 
last annual report. 
K.-Statement showing the field-notes of" contracts and special instructions" 
of claim surveys copied since last annual report, and transmitted and ready for 
transmission to the Commissioner of General Land Office. 
L.-A diagram of Oregon, showing the townships in which claim surveys 
have been adjusted and approved since August 31, 1862, the townships now 
under contract, and the lines proposed to be surveyed during the fiscal year 
ending J nne 30, 1865. 
The operations of the office for the past year have been mainly confined to 
the completion of transcript records of donation, claim surveys, and maps, 
which have been accumulating in this office since August 21, 1852. The force 
now allowed the office, under your annual instructions of May 6, 1863, will 
suffice to keep up the current business of the office, and nearly, if not quite, 
complete the donation claim, survey maps, transcripts of :field-notes, etc., by the 
30th of June, 1864. 
Since the date of the last annual report, twenty-three township maps (2 copies 
·each) of claim surveys have been made and sent to the general and local land 
offices, beRide twenty-one special plats (2 copies each) of claims in correction 
and addition to such maps previously transmitted; in addition to which, have 
been m~tde and sent to the general and local land offices, one hundred and sixty-
four diagrams of township claim maps (2 copies each) in correction of num-
bering of fractional lots. '.rhere have also been transcribed and transmitted and 
ready for transmission to the General Land Office, the field-notes of thirty-seven 
"contracts and special instructions" of claim surveys, embracing about sixteen 
hundred claims. 
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CONFLICTS OF DONATION CLAIM BOUNDARIES. 
In compliance with your instructions of September 26, 1862, many trouble-
some cases of conflict of boundary of donation claims have been adjusted and 
the surveys completed; so that, of the" 1st class," but two cases known to this 
office remain unadjusted, except some of long standing, which have been referred 
or appealed to the Commissioner of the General Land Office for final adjustment. 
'rhe causes of delay in the adjustment and final survey of this class of claims, 
as you were informed in my letter of November 17, 1862, were not owing to 
the negligence of settlers in not applying for or paying the expense of survey, 
as supposed in your instructions of September 26, 1862, but were owing to the 
numerous conflicts of boundary which the local land offices had allowed to ac-
cumulate on their hands. On the receipt of your instructions of September 26, 
1862, I immediately proceeded to obtain the additional information needed from 
the register's offices not contained in this, and to notify parties claiming lands 
in conflict to present to this office, within four months from date of notice, cer-
tified copies of their notification papers, etc., from the registers' offices, and such 
other evidence as would enable me to decide the rights of the parties and ad-
just the boundaries of their claims. The extensive correspondence, tog·ether 
with the records of testimony and decisions in these cases, have necessarily 
taken up much of the time of this office during a portion of the past year, but 
has had the effect, in other respects, to very materially advance the work of the 
office, and at the same time relieve the local land offices. 
The "2d class" of cases referred to in your instructions, embracing "dona-
tions situated in townships where the subdivisional surveys have not yet been 
made," has not been reached, for the following reasons: 'I'here are but few 
such cases, not to exceed twenty in all. They are located either between the 
spurs of the mountains bordering the main valleys of the State, or on small 
streams along the coast emptying into the ocean, where the surrounding country 
is not generally desirable for settlement; and the expense of reaching them 
with the surveys is so great, that I am unable to find a deputy who is willing 
to undertake such work at the price now allowed, especially as our standard of 
currency is gold and silver, and the currency in which such service is expected 
to be paid is at present t,wenty-five per cent. discount, and for months prior to 
the recent success of our arms, was ranging at a discount of hom thirty to forty 
per cent. 
PRICE OF SURVEYS. 
No contracts for public surveys were made during the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1863, owing to the unwillingness of deputy surveyors to contract at so low 
a price as $8 per mile for the extension of base line, guide meridian, and standard 
parallels, which must necessarily be run before any more exterior or subdivis-
ionallines, necessary to meet the wants of the settlement of the country, could 
be made. I have barely succeeded after repeated failures, at too late a date for 
a successful prosecution of the surveys for the year, in inducing a competent 
surveyor to undertake this work. For this success I am greatly indebted to 
the governor o£ the State, who kindly furnished additional inducements to the 
deputy. On account of the additional expense of running these lines made 
necessary by the employment of two sets of chainmen, the daily removal of 
. camp, careful daily observations, and the necessity of clear weather for this 
purpose, the price heretofore allowed for such work has been nearly double that 
of exteriors and subdivisions, ranging f]:orn sixteen to twenty-five dollars per 
mile. In some cases contracts have been given up and the work abandoned by 
the deputy on account of the inadequacy of these prices. 'l'hese facts should 
be well known to your office. In my estimate of surveying expenses for the 
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fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, I have asked that the rates for surveying 
these lines be fixed at thirteen dollars per mile. It is impossible fqr me not to 
know, with the evidence I have before mr, that deputies, working under the 
most favorable circumstances, can barely subsist at this price. In all govern-
ment contracts made on this coast, so far as they have come under my notice, 
a proviso has been im;erted, stipulating payment in coin or treasury notes at 
current rates. If, in your jullgment, this stipulation, which is much needed, 
may be added to the contracts of this office, it will assist me very much in en-
gaging deputies of "high professional ability and integrity," the employment 
of whom is the only security for good field work. 
EXTENSION OF PUBLIC SURYEYS. 
The estimates for the surveying service of the year ending June 30, 1865, 
amounting to $26,600, will not be adequate to the actual demands, nor could it 
reasonably be expected they should be large at a time like the present. During 
the past year the increase of population east of the Cascade mountains has been 
unprecedented in the history of the settlement of the State, and it continues this 
season in an increased ratio. 'l'his is occasioned by the continued discoveries 
of extensive gold fields ranging east from the Cascade mountains. Judging 
from present indications, the population of miners and settlers in that part of 
the State will not be less, at the close of this year, than fifty thousand. At 
present it contains from forty to forty-five thousand inhabitants, distributed 
among the mining districts of the Columbia, Umatilla, John Day, Grand Ronde, 
Powder, Burnt, and 1\Ialhcur rivers, and the valleys which border those streams. 
Heretofore the country south of the main body of the Blue mountains has re-
mained unexplored, owing mainly to the presence of large bands of hostile In-
dians, and the distance from supplies. These difficulties are being obviated. 
A military post has been established in the vicinity of Klamath lake, and three per-
manent roads are being constructed by chartered companies, through the passes 
of the Cascade range, to facilitate trade by way of furnishing supplies to the 
mines. One of these roads, which is nearly finished for wagons, is from Jack-
son county east, by way of Hogue river, across to the head waters of the Des-
chutes river; one m·a Middle fork of Willamette river, enst from the valley of 
that stream, to the waters of the Deschutes river, thence by the most feasible 
route to the southeast corner of the State, to be used as a stage road, connecting 
the centre of the State with the Pacific railroad east of the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains; and one ·via :McKinzie fork of the. Willamette 1 iver. '.rhe latter is so far 
advanced as to permit of travel, and an extensive trade is already established, 
as the consequence. . 
These advantages will create a necessity for the extension of the guide meri-
dian up the valley of the Deschutes river next year, as a basis for surveying 
operations in that region. A recent exploration of the country along Crooked 
river east of the Blue mountains, has ileveloped the existence of gol(l in paying 
quantities, and it is but reasonable to expect that this whole country, when ex-
plored, will be found rich in minerals. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. J. PENGRA, 
Surveyor Ueneral qf Oregon. 
Hon. J. M. l~DMUNDS, 
Commissioner qf tlte General Land Office. 
.... 
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Contractor's name. Description of lines. Q) "§ ::3 Remarks. '"0 
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~ P-1 C!:5 
Miles. I Mls. clts. lks. 
Andrew W. Patterson Exterior and subdivisional lines of township 324 430 34 07 $12 $5, 165 11 . In two vouchers; con-
No. 1 north, ranges Nos. 15, 16, and 17 tract closed; ac-
east, and the exterior and subdivisionallines count transmitt0d 
of fractional township No. 2 north, ranges and reported for 
Nos. 15, 16, and 17 cast of the \Villamette payment. Date of 
mtridian; and remeasurcmoot of base line vouchers November 
through ranges 15, 16, and 17 east of 1, 1862. 
\Villamette meridian. I 
-------
B.-Statement of contracts entered into since August 31, 1862. 
T. W. Davenport. ... Base line east from the northeast corner of 
township No. 1 south, mnge 32 east, to the 
eastern side of Grand H.onde vallev; a 
guide meridian line north and south from 
the base line to extend from first standard 
parallel north to third standard parallel 
south of base line; and such standard par-
allel as may be required to base all the ex-
terior township lines and subdivisions in 
the vallleys of the Grand Ronde, Powder 
and Burnt rivers; together with exterior 
township lines as will not exceed 600 miles. 
Miles. ! I 
600 , . ___ •• ___ ... __ .. , $8 1-- ..••.. --1 Deputy surveyor now 





































C.-Statement of anginal plats if exterior and subdi·visional lines if townships, copies transmitted from tlds ofjice to the General 
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~ :a ,.q 
-~ :a .t: ~ ~ 1-< Contractor's name. ~ p Lines. Range. District. Remarks. ~ 0 0 .e. '§ .2 0 ~ p. 
~ 'So ~ <+-< <+-< ,.q s <+-< 0 0 en ~ 0 ~ ] 0 <D <D l=l ·s.o ~ 1-< 
0 ~ ~ ~ 0 ·o 0 0 0 z A A ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ 
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97 Andrew W. Patterson .... July 2,1861 Nov.1,1861 Exterior .... 1 and2N. 15, 16, and 17E. Willamette. 1 1 ........ 2 Commissioner's copy 
Subdivisions 1 and2 N. 15, 16, and 17 E. .... do.---- 6 6 6 18 of each map, ac-
companied by tran-





















D.~Statement slwwing tlw number of townsl~ip maps if claim surveys made and t'ransmitted to tlw Commissioner of tl~e General Land ~ 
Office and registers since August 31, 1862. ~ 
Description. I Number of Number scntiNumber sent Total. 
surveyed to Commis- to register. 
claims. sioner. I 
Willamette district. 
Township 1 north, range 1 WI.' st ........ 26 1 1 2 
Township 1 north, range 10 west ....... 2 1 1 2 
Township 1 north, range 4 east ........ 1 1 1 2 
Township 1 north, range 4 west. ....... 23 1 1 2 
'l'ownship 2 north, range 1 west ........ 22 1 1 2 
Township 3 north, range 1 wcHt. ....... 11 1 1 2 
•rownship 5 north, range 1 west ........ 12 1 1 2 
'.rownship 8 north, range 7 we8t. ....... 7 1 1 2 
Township 1 south, range 2 east ........ 26 1 c: 1 2 
Township 1 south, range 9 west ........ 8 1 1 2 
Township 2 south, range 9 we~t ........ 2 1 1 2 
Township 5 south, range 2 west. ....... 60 1 1 2 
II 
I Numb" of NnmbmontiNumbmMtl 
Description. survf.'yed 
1 
to Commis to register. 
claims. sioner. 





I I ownsh1p 8 south, range 6 wf.'st . ...... 21 1 1 Township 12 south, range west ...... 47 1 1 
U11~pqua district. 
TownRhip 22 south, range 9 west ...... 9 1 1 
Township 23 south, range 7 west .. .... 15 1 1 
Townohip 28 l:iouth, range 7 west ...... 24 1 1 
TownHhip 28 south, range 13 west ... .. 2 1 1 
Town~ hip 29 south, range 4 west. ..... 6 1 1 
TownRhifl 29 south, range 6 west ...... 11 1 1 I Township 29 south, range 7 west ... _ .. 9 1 1 
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E.-Statement of the number qf diagrams in correction qf fractional numbe1·ing 
• qf maps previousl_y approved, sent to tl~e general and local land offices since 
date qf last annual report. 
Willamette district. 
Township 1 north, range 1 east. 
Township 1 north, range 2 cast. 
To"'-nship 2 north, range 4 east. 
'l'ownship 1 south, range 1 east. 
Township 3 south, range 1 east. 
Township 4 south, range 1 east. 
Township 5 Honth, range 1 east. 
Town~hip 8 south, range 1 east. 
'l'ownKhip 10 south, range 1 east. 
Town~hip 11 south, range 1 east. 
Township 13 south, range 1 east. 
Township 3 south, range 2 cast. 
Township 4 south, range 2 east. 
Township 1 south, range 3 east. 
TownKhip 2 south, range 3 east. 
Township 3 south, range 3 east. 
Township 4 south, range 3 east. 
Township 5 south, range 3 cast. 
'l'own~hip 2 south, range 4 east. 
TownBhip 4 south, range 4 east. 
Township 7 south, range 1 west. 
Township 8 south, range 1 west. 
Township 9 south, range 1 west. 
Township 10 south, rm1 ge 1 west. 
Township 11 south, range 1 west. 
Township 18,south, range 1 west. 
Township 3 south, range 2 west. 
Township 8 south, range 2 west. 
Township 9 south, range 2 west. 
Township 14 south, range 2 west. 
Township 16 south, range 2 west. 
Township 1 Houth, range 3 west. 
Township 5 south, range 3 west. 
Towmhip 7 south, range 3 west. 
Township 8 south, range 3 west. 
Township 9 sout!J, range 3 west. 
Townghip 10 south, range 3 west. 
Township 11 south, range 3 west. 
TownHhip 12 south, range 3 west. 
Towmhip 13 south, range 3 west. 
Township 14 south, range 3 west. 
TownKhip 15 south, range 3 west. 
Township Hi south, range 3 west. 
Township 17 south, range 3 west. 
Township 3 south, range 4 Wl•st. 
Township 4 south, range 4 west. 
'l'own~llip 9 south, range 4 we~t. 
Township 10 south, range 4 we~t. 
Township 12 south, range 4 west. 
Town~bip J3 south, range 4 west. 
Township 15 south, range 4 west. 
Township 16 south, mnge 4 west. 
Township 17 south, range 4 west. 
Township 18 south, range 4 west. 
Township 1 south, range 5 west. 
Township 2 south, range 5 west. 
Township 3 south, range 5 west. 
Township 8 south, range 5 west. 
TownHhip 9 south, range 5 w est. 
'l'ownship 10 south, range 5 west. 
Township 11 south, range 5 west. 
Township 12 south, range 5 west. 
'l'ownship 15 south, range 5 west. 
'l'ownship 16 south, range 5 Wl•st. 
Township 17 south, range 5 west. 
Township 18 south, range 5 west. 
Township 4 south, range 6 west. 
Towmhip 5 south, range 6 west. 
Townsltip 9 south, range 6 'YCHt. 
Township 10 south, range 6 west. 
Township 11 south, rangP 6 west. 
Towmhip 12 south, range 6 west. 
Township 13 south, range 6 west. 
'l'owmhip 14 south, range 6 we,;t. 
Towmhip 15 south, range 6 wC>st. 
'l'ownship 16 sout!J, range 6 west. 
Town>hip 17 south, range 6 west. 
Township 18 south, range 6 west. 
Towmhip 5 south, range 7 west. 
'l'ownHWp 10 south, range 7 WPSt. 
TownHhip 11 south, runge 7 ·west. 
Township 13 south, range 7 west. 
Township 14 south, range 7 >vest. 
Township 14 south, range 8 west. 
Umpqua district. 
,- Township 19 south, range 1 cast. 
Towmhip 36 south, range 1 cast. 
'l'owuship 38 south, range 1 east. 
TownHhip 39 south, range 1 east. 
TownHhip 39 south, range 2 cast. 
'l'ownship 40 south, range 2 east. 
Township 19 south, runge 1 west. 
Township 21 south, range 1 west. 
Township 35 oouth, range 1 w est. 
Township 36 south, range 1 west. 
'l'ownship 37 south, range 1 west. 
Towmhip 38 south, range 1 west. 
Township 19 south, range 2 weHt. 
Township 35 south, range 2 west. 
Towu~hip 36 south, range 2 weHt. 
Township 37 south, range 2 wc~t. 
Town~hip 38 south, range 2 west. 
Township 39 south, range 2 we,t. 
Townsb,ip 20 south, range 3 west. 
Township 21 south, range 3 west. 
Township 22 south, range 3 we~t. 
Township 26 south, range 3 west. 
'l'owuship 29 south, range 3 wetit. 
Township 30 south, range 3 west. 
Township 36 south, range 3 west. 
•rown~hip 38 south, range 3 west. 
Town~hip 39 south, range 3 ·west. 
Towm;Jtip 19 south, range 4 w<·st. 
'l'ownship 20 south, range 4 west. 
Town~hip 21 Houth, range 4 W<'St. 
'l'own~hip 2-2 ~onth, range 4 we.,t. 
Township 24 south, range 4 west. 
Township 27 south, range 4 wc~t. 
Town~hip 36 south, range 4 we~t. 
Township 37 south, range 4 we,t. 
Town~hip 38 sonth, range 4 west. 
Township 19 south, range 5 west. 
'l'ownship 20 south, range 5 we~t. 
Township 21 south, range 5 west. 
'l'ownship 22 wuth, range 5 west. 
'l'ownship 23 Routh, range 5 west. 
Township 24 south, range 5 west. 
Township 25 south, range 5 WPHt. 
Township 26 south, range 5 weRt. 
'l'ownKhip 27 south, range 5 we>~t. 
-Town~ltip 28 south, range 5 west. 
"'l'ownHhip 32 south, range 5 west. 
'l'ownship 36 south, runge 5 west. 
To nship 37 south, range 5 west. 
To •nHhip 38 ~outh, range 5 wtHt. 
'l'ownship 22 south, range 6 west. 
Township 24 south, range G weHt. 
Township 25 south, range 6west. 
Township 26 south, range 6 WPKt. 
Township 27 south, ran~e 6 WPKt. 
Township 28 south, range 6 west. 
Township 30 south, mugc G we~;t. 
Township 32 south, range 6 west. 
Towmhip 34 south, range 6 west. 
Townohip 36 south, range 6 we~t. 
TownBhip 22 south, rangl' 7 west. 
T ownship 24 south, range 7 west. 
Township 25 south, range 7 we>'t. 
Township 26 south, range 7 weKt. 
'l'ownship 35 south, range 7 w<·~t. 
Town~hip 36 south, rauge 7 west. 
'l'ownship 38 south, range 7 west. 
Township 39 south, range 7 west. 
Town~hip 40 south, range 7 weKt. 
Township 22 south, range 8 webt. 
'Township 23 sonth, range 8 west. 
Township 38 south, range 8 west. 
Township 39 south, rauge 8 west. 
'l'ownhhip 40 .;outh, range 8 we~t. 
'l'ownship 29 south, range 9 west. 
'l'ownship 40 south, range 9 west. 
Township 30 south, range12west. 
'l'ownship 31 south, range 12webt. 
Towmbip 32 south, rauge15weht. 
Town~hip 33 south, raugc15west. 
Total number of diagrams sent to Commissioner of General Land Office and registerB, 328. 
F.-Statement qf the expendit~tre qf approyriation for tlw extension qf tlte public 
surveys du,ring tlwfiscal year ending June 30, 1863. 
APPROPRIATION. 
Appropriation of March 1, 1862 ..................•....... 
Amount unexpended of last year's appropriation ............. . 
William :M:. Taylor's inspection account, still suspended ..... . 
LIABILITIES INCURRED. 
To Andrew W. Patterson, under contract No. 97 .......•••... 
Balance of the appropriation unexpended ......• , .....• 




5, 165 11 
3,997 19 
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G.-Liabilities incurred u.nder the appropriation for tl~e salary qf the .«urveyor 
general and clerks in his office, and under sums apportioned, o/c., for tl~e 
year ending June 30, 1863. 
Third quarter in revenue year ending August 31, 1862 ........ . 
Third quarter " " September 30, 1862 .....• 
Fourth quarter " " December 31, 1862 ..... . 
First quarter " " March 31, 1863 .....•.... 
Second quarter " " June 30, 18G3 .......... . 
Unexpended appropriation .......... ·: ... _ .. _ ...•...••••••. 
Total appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........•...... 






1, 150 74 
7,712 28 
H.-Statement of the expend1'ture if the appropriation for rent, fuel, books, sta· 
tionery, messenger, o/c.,for tlwfiscal year ending June 30, 1863. 
Third quarter of 1862.................................... $247 12 
Fourth quarter of 1862...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 304 53 
}-,irst quarter of 1863. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 00 
Second quarter of 1863.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259 29 
Unexpended appropriation ....•... : . ...................... . 




I -Estimate if surveying and qfjice expensesfo7· the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1865. 
For compensation of surveyor general and regular clerks in this 
office ...... , • . ...•••• , .......................... . 
For transcribing field-notes to be sent to General Land Office .... . 
For office rent, incidentals, and messenger ................. . 
For surveying 100 miles guide meridian, at $13 per mile ...... . 
For surveying 100 miles standard paralle1s, at $13 per mile .... . 
For surveying 3,000 exterior township and subdivisional lines, 
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J. 
List if townskips surveyed prior to June 30, 1862, not embraced in last annual 
rcp01·t. 
Township 
Description. No. of Date of con-
claim. tract. 
1 north, range 1 east .... 
2 ..•••...•••. 1 ••...... 
1 -.- .. - .. - ... 2 .. -- ... -
1 .••••..•••.. 3 .••• ----
1 ------ ...... 4 ---- ---· 
1 --- ......... 5 .... ----
1 ···- ........ 6 --------
2 ............ 6 ....... . 
2------ .••••. 7 ---- ··-· 
2------ .••••. 8 --------
3 ............ 8 --------
2------ ______ g --------
3 --.--- --.---9---- ----
2 -- ... - . --- .10 ---- . --. 
3----------.10--------
2----------.11 --------
3 --.-------.11 ---- ---. 
1 - - - - - - ... - .12 - - - - . - - -
2------- •••. 12--------
3 ------ ----.12 ---- ----
1 --.--- ----.13 ---- ---. 
2--.--- ----.13.--- ---. 
1 .. --------.14--------
2 --.--- ----.14 --------
1---- .. - ---.27 ----.---
2 ......•.... 27 --------
3----------.27--------
1 ... --- .. -- .28 .. -- .. --
2---- -~---- .28--------






2 - - - - - • - - • - -30 - - - - - - - . 
3----------.30--------
t ------ ..• - .31 ----.--. 
2------ ••• - .31 ---- ---. 
1 ............ 1 west. .. . 
2------ ______ } ____ ----
3------ ..•••. 1 .... ----
4-------- .... 1 -------. 
5 -------.---.1 -------. 
6---.-- -- •••. 1-------. 






7 --------.--.2 ---- ---- • 
1 ---.----- ... 3- -------
2-- .•• ------.3---- ----
5--.--------.3--------
6------------3 .. -- ---. 
7------------3--------
8------ •••••• 3 --------
8 Oct. 25. 1851 
32 April 9, 1853 
17 May 1:3, 1852 
42 1\Iar. 28, 1854 
59 May 1, 1855 
85 Nov. 8, 1859 
85 ...... do ..... . 
85 ...... do ..... . 
85 ...... do ..... . 
85 ...... do ..... . 
85 ...... do ..... . 
86 Nov. 16, 1859 
86 .•.... do ...•.. 
86 ...... dg _____ _ 
86 ...... do ..... . 
86 ...... do ..... . 
86 ...... do ..... . 
82 July 22, 1859 
82 ...•.. do ..... 
86 Nov. 16, 1859 
82 July 22, 1859 
82 ...... do ..... . 
R2 ...... do ..... . 
82 ...... do ..... . 
93 Sept.11, 1860 
93 ...... do ..... . 
93 ...... do ..... . 
88 May 11, 1860 
83 July 22, 1859 
84 ...... do ..... . 
93 Sept. 11, 1860 
88 l\1ay 11, J 860 
83 July 22,1859 
84 ...... do ..... . 
95 Sept. 19, 1860 
83 July 22, 1859 
95 Sept. 19, 1860 
92 Sept. 12, 1860 
92 ...... do ..... . 
38 Sept. 28, 1 853 
32 April 9, 1853 
32 ...... do ..... . 
:32 ...... do ..... . 
32 ...... do ..... . 
50 Dec. 2-1, 1854 
JO Nov. 17,1851 
50 Dec. 24, 1854 
50 ...... do ..... . 
50 - - - . - . dl) .. - . --
50 ...... do ..... . 
50 ...... do ..... . 
50 ...... do ..... . 
10 Nov. 17, 1851 
50 Dec. 24, 1854 
50 ...... do ..... . 
50 ..•... do ..... . 
50 ...... do ..... . 
1)(1 ••••• do ..... . 
Contractor's name. 
Butler I ves. 
hes & Hunt. 
Joseph Hunt. 
L. 1<'. Cartee. 
Do. 



















E. E. Haft. 
Do. 
Do. 
L. F. Cartee. 
David P. Thompson. 
N.H. Gates. 
E. E. Haft. 
L. F. Cartee. 
David P . Thompson. 
N.H. Gates. 
William B. Campbell. 
David P. Thompson. 
William B. Campbell. 
Josiah A. Burnett. 
Do. 
Anson G. Henry. 




Joseph \V. & Joltn Trutch. 
Joseph Hunt. 
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Township 
J.-List of townships surveyed, ~c.-Continued. 
Description. No. of Date of con-
claim. tract. 
1 north, range 4 west.... 50 
2 - - - - - - - - - - - -4 - - - - - - - - 50 
7 ------------4 ·-------- 62 
8 - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 - - - - - - - - 62 
8 - - - - - - - - - - - -5 - - - - - - - - 6~ 
8 - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - 62 
9 - - - - - - -- - - - -6 - - - - - - - - 62 
8 - - - - - - - - - - - -7 - - - - - - - - 62 
9 - - - - - - - - - - - -7 - - - - - - - - 62 
8 - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 - - - - - - - - 62 
7 - - - - - - - - - - - - 9 - - - - - - - - 62 
8------ ..•••. 9 -------- 62 
1 ------ ---- .10 ---- ---- 67 
2 - - - - - - - - - - - ] 0 - - - - - - - - 67 
3 ---------- .10 -------- 67 
5 ____ ------ .JO -------- 62 
6 ------ ---- .10 -------- 62 
7 ---------- .10 -------- • 62 
8------ ---- .10 -------- 6~ 
5 ------ ---- .11 ---- ---- 62 
1 south, range 1 east . . . . 8 
2 - ----- ______ ] -------- 8 
3 ............ 1........ 8 
4-------- •... 1 -------- 8 
5-------- ____ ] ____ ---- 8 
6 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - - 40 
7 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - - 40 
8-------- ____ ] ____ ---- 40 
9-------- .... 1 -------- 40 
10 -- -- ---- --- .1 --- - ---- 40 
] 1 ------ ----- -1 ---- ---- 51 
12 -- ---- ----- -1 ---- ---- 51 
13 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - - 51 
14 --- --- ------ 1 ---- ---- 51 
14 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - - 90 
18 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - - 64 
] 9 ------ . - --- -1 ---- -·-- - . 64 
20 - - - - - - - - - - - . 1 - - - - - - - - 64 
33 - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 58 
34 ------------1 -------- 47 
35 ---- -- --- -- -1 ---- ---- 47 
36 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - - 39 
37 ------------1........ 39 
38 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - - 39 
39 _ ........... L . . . . . . . . 47 
39 - - - - - - - - - - - .1 - - - - - - - - 80 
1 -----------.2-------- 38 
2 _. _____ ------2-------- 17 
3 ............ 2........ 17 
4-------- .... 2 -------- 17 
5 ............ 2........ 17 
6 - - - - - - - - - - - -2 - - - - - - - - 40 
9 -- ---- -----. 2 ---- ---. 51 
20------ ...... 2 -------- 64 
21 . - ---- ------ 2 ---- --- - 64 
34------ ...... 2 -------- 58 
35 - - - . - - - - - - - . 2 - - - - - - - . 58 
36 . ---- .. ----.2 -------. 47 
38 . - - - - - . - - - - . 2 - - - - - - - . 78 
39 . ----.------2-------- 47 
39 ............ 2 ........ 77 
40 . - - - - . - - - - - . 2 - - - - • - - - 58 
Dec. 24, 1854 
...... do ..... . 
Jan. 19,1856 
...... do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
. . . . . . do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
. .. .. . do ..... . 
. . . .. . do ...•.. 
...... do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
July ~. 1t356 
...... do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
Jan. 19, 1856 
...... do ..... . 
. . . .. . do ..... . 
. . ... . do ..... . 
. . .. . . do ..... . 
Oct. 25, 1851 
. . . . . . do ..... . 
. . .•. . do ..... . 
.. . .. . do ..... . 
.. ---.do ..... . 
Feb. 22, 1854 
...... do ...•.. 
. . . ... do ..... . 
. . . ... do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
Jan. 31, 1tl55 
...... do ..... . 
. . . .. . do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
June 7,1860 
April22, 1856 
...... do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
April18, 1855 
Aug. 18, 1854 
. . . . . . do ..... . 
Jan. 4,1854 
.. .. . . do ..... . 
. . . .. . do ..... . 
Aug. 18, 1854 
July 8,1859 
Sept. 28, 1853 
May 13,1652 
...... do ..... . 
. . . . . . do ..•... 
...... do ..... . 
Feb. 22, 1854 
Jan. 31, 1855 
April2~, 1856 
...... do ..... . 
April18, 1855 
...... do ..... . 
Aug. 18,1854 
Feb. 1,1858 
















Samuel D. Snowden. 
Do . 
Do. 



















H. J. C. Averill. 
















Gordon & Preston. 
Zenas F. Moody. 
Andrew W. Patterson. 
Do. 
N atbaniel Ford. 
Do. 
Ives & Hyde. 
David P. Thompson. 
Ives & Hyde. 
E. T. T. Fisher. 
Nathaniel Ford. 
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J.-L£st qf townsltips surveyed, o/c.-Oontinued. 
Description. 




5 -----· ------3 ---· ----
20 ·----- ·-- ... 3 -·-- ----
21------.-----3 ---- ---. 
35------ ...... 3 --·· --·-
38 ------------3 ---· -·--
39 . - - - - - - - - - - -3 - - - - - - - -
40 - - - - - ... - - - -3 - - - •. - . -
1 ·- ---· .. - ... 4 --·.- -·. 
2 ··---- ...... 4 --------
3. ----·.-- --.4 -·-- -- .. 
4 ·----· ------4 ·--- ----
38 ·----· ·-----4 -··- ----
39 ·----· ...... 4 ---- --·-
2 ·----- ...... 5 ·-·- .. .. 
3 ·----· -·- ... 5 --------
39 . - - - - .. - - - - . 6 •... - ... 
36 ............ 7 ·--·-··· 
37 -----·------7 --------
38 .•.......•.. 7 --------
39 - - - - - - - - - - - -7 - - - - - - - -
40 - - - - - - - - - - - -7 - - - - - - - -
37 - - - - - - - - - - - -8 - - - - - - - -
38------------8--------
39 ------ --- --- 8 --- - ----
40 -- - - - - - - - - - -8 - - - - - - - -
38------------9--------
39------ ·-----9 --------
40 - - - - - - - - - - - -9 - - - - - - - . 
39 ------ -- ... 10 ---- ----
40----------.10--------
5 --- - - - - - - - .11 -- - - -- - -
4 - - - - - - - - - - .12 -- - - - - - -
5 ---- -----· .12--------
2 -- - - - - - - - - .13 - - - - - - - -
3 - - - - - - - - - - .13 - - - - - - - -
4 - - - - - - - - - - .13 - - - - -- - -
5----------.13--------
1 . ___ ... ____ . 1 west .... 
2------------1 ---· ·-·· 
3 ·----· ______ } ____ ---· 
4------ ...... 1 --·- ----
5 ------ --- -- .1 . -- . ---. 
6 -----· ------1--------7------ ______ } ____ ----
8 -----· ______ } ____ ----
9------ ______ } ____ ----
10 ------ ----- .1 ---- ----
11 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - -
12 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - -
13------------1---- ----
14 ------ ----- .1 ---- ----
15 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - -
16------ ______ ] ---- ---· 
17 ____________ } _______ _ 
18 -- - - - - - - - -- .1 - - - - - - - -
19------ ______ } ____ ----
20 - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - -
21 - - - - - - . - - - - .1 - -- . -- - -
No. of Date of con-
claim. tract. 
42 1\Iar. 28, 1854 
42 . _.- .. do. ____ . 
42 _ .. __ .do. ___ .. 
42 . _ . _ .. do. ____ . 
42 ... _ .. do. _ . __ . 
64 April 22, 1856 
64 ...... do._._ .. 
58 April18, 1855 
80 July 8, 1859 
80 ___ ... do ...... 
78 Feb. ·1, 1858 
59 May 1, 1859 
59 ____ .. do .... _. 
59 ...... do ..... . 
59 ...... do ..... . 
80 July 8, H:!59 
80 ...... do ...... 
89 1\Iay 12, 1860 
89 ...... do ...... 
77 Feb. 1, 1858 
78 . __ - .. do .. - _ .. 
78 ------d0------
78 ... - .. do .. __ .. 
78 .. - . - . do .. - - - . 
78 . ___ .. do. ___ .. 
77 . __ ... do ... - _ . 
77 .. ___ .do .. - __ . 
77 -.- __ .. do. ___ - . 
77 .. _._.do .. ___ . 
78 ... _ .. do. ____ . 
78 • ----.do .• -- •. 
78 . - • _ .. do .. - - .. 
77 . ____ .do._. __ . 
77 ...... do ...... 
96 Oct. 14, 1860 
96 .. ___ . do. ___ .. 
96 ... _ .. do .. ___ . 
96 . ____ .do. ____ . 
96 . _ . _ .. do. ___ .. 
96 ... _ .. do. ____ . 
96 .. _ ... do ... _ .. 
18 May 21,1852 
21 June 24, 1852 
18 May 21,1852 
18 ...... do ..... . 
18 ... _ .. do .... _ . 
6 Oct. 13, 1851 
6 ... --.do ..... . 
6 ...... do ... ! .• 
If Nov. 28, 1854 
11 ...... do ...... 
19 May 27, 1852 
29 Nov. 1, 1852 
25 Dec. J, 1852 
27 ...... do ...... 
43 April26, 1854 
43 ... - .. do. _ - - .. 
43 .. __ .. do. ____ . 
43 ...... do ...... 
40 Feb. 22, 1854 
48 Oct. 16, 1854 
48 .. _ - .. do .. - - - . 
Contractor's name. 










D. P. Thompson. 






J. A. Burnett. 
Do. 
E. '1'. T. Fisher. 












E . T. T. Fisher. 
Do. 







William I ves. 
Butler I ves. 
William I ves. 
Do. 
Do. 
George W. Hyde. 
Do. 
Do. 
James E. Freeman. 
Do. 
George \V. Hyde. 
Do. 
James E. Freeman. 
Kimball Webster. 




Gordon & Preston. 
Andrew W. Patterson. 
Do. 
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J.-List of townsl~1ps surveyed, o/c.-Continued. 1 
Description. 
I
N o: of Da.te of con-
claim. tract. 
-------------~------
Township 30 south, range 1 west .... 
31 .. --- .. ----. 1.--------
33 ...... ______ 1 _____ --·-
34.----- ----- .1. --- - ----
35.----- ·--- .. 1 .. ------. 
36 ............ 1. ·-·· ---· 
37.---- ... --- .1. -- .. -- .. 
38 ............ 1. ···- -··· 
39 ...... -----.1.-------. 
1.----- . ----.2.---- -- .. 
2 .. ---· ·- .... 2. ---.---. 
3.----------.2.-------. 
4 .• ----------2-------·· 
5 .••.•. ·-- •.. 2 .•.. - ----
6 ............ 2. ---- --·-
.7------ . ----.2. ---- ---. 
8 ..•••. ------2----- ---· 
9 ..•••. -----.2.---- ---· 
10 ...... ------2---------
11 ............ 2. --------
12.---- .. ----. 2. --- - ----
13 .. ---- .. --- .2.- -·- ----
14 .. ---· ------2--------. 
15 ...... ----- .2 .... - ----
16 ...... -----.2.---.----
17.-----.----.2 .. ----- .. 
18 ...... ·-----2- --·- ----
19 ______ ...... 2. --------
20.---- .. ----.2.-------. 
21.---- .. -- --.2. ---- --- . 
30 ...... ·-----2. ---· ----
31.----- ------2.---- ----
34.---- .. -- --. 2. ---- --- . 
35.----- -----. 2. ---- --- . 
36.-----.----.2.-------. 
37 . - - - - - - - - - - . 2. - - - - - - - . 
38 ...•.. ------2.---- --·· 
38.----.---- .. 2.------ .. 
39.---- .. ----.2- ---- ---. 
1.---- .. --- .. 3. ---. ---. 
2.-----.-.--. 3.---.-- .. 
3 ............ 3. --·· ----
4.-----.----.3 .. ------. 
5.---- .. ----. 3.-- .. ---. 
6 .••••. ------3---------
7.---- .. ---- . 3.---- -- .. s ______ ...... 3. _______ _ 
9 .••••. ------3. ---· ----
10.----.-----.3.--------
11 ...... ------3. ---· ----
12. - - - - . - - - - - . 3. - - - - - - . -
13.---- .. ----.3.---- . ---
14------ ..•... 3. --------
15.----- ------ 3- ---- ----
16 ........•••. 3 .•.•. ----
17.----. -----.3. ---. ----
18.----.------3.--------
19.----- . -- --- 3- ---. ---. 
20 . - - - - - - - - - - . 3 - - - - • - - - -
21 .... ---- .... 3 ..... ----
22 .... ---- ____ 3 _____ ----
23.---- .. -----3.--------
73 June 8, 1857 
73 ...... do ..... . 
58 April18, 1855 
47 Aug. 18, 1854 
39 Jau. 4, 1854 
39 . _ .. _.do ... --. 
39 ...... do ..... . 
39 ...... do ..... . 
80 July 8, 1859 
21 June 24, 1852 
38 8ept. 28, 1853 
20 June 8, 1852 
18 May 2, 1852 
20 J uue 8, 1852 
6 Oct. 13, 1851 
6 ...•.. do ..... . 
11 Nov. 28,1851 
11 ...... do ..... . 
16 April19, 1852 
19 May 27, 1852 
29 Nov. 1,1852 
25 Dec. 1, 1852 
27 . ____ . do ..... . 
43 April26, 1854 
43 ...... do ..... . 
43 ...... do ..... . 
43 ...... do ..... . 
40 F eb. 22, 1854 
48 Oct. 28, 1854 
48 ...... do ..... . 
73 June 8, 1857 
73 ...... do.----· 
70 Feb. 2, 1857 
47 Aug. 18, 11:l54 
39 Juue 4, 1854 
39 ...... do ..... . 
47 Aug. 18,1854 
74 June 14, U357 
74 ...... do ..... . 
20 June 8, 1852 
38 Sept. 28, 1853 
20 J nne 8, 1852 
20 ...... do ..... . 
20 . ____ .do .... -. 
9 Nov. 12, 1851 
9 .••••. do.-----
9 ...•.. do .. ---· 
11 Nov. 28,1851 
16 April19, 1852 
19 l\lay 27, 1852 
29 Nov. 1,1852 
25 D ec. 1, 1852 
27 ...... do .... ~ 
34 April 16, 1853 
34 ...... do ...• _. 
34 ...... do ..... . 
34 ...... do ..... . 
40 Feb. 22, 1854 
48 Oct. 18, 1854 
48 ...... do ..... . 
63 Mar. 22, 1856 











Butler I ves. 
Anson G. Henry. 
Elder & Webster. 
William Ives. 
Elder & Webster. 
George W. Hyde. 
Do. 
James E. Freeman. 
Do. 
Do. 
George vV. Hyde. 
Do. 
James E. Freeman. 
Kimball Webster. 




Gordon and Preston. 




David P. Thompson. 






Elder & Webster. 
Anson G. H enry. 
Elder & Webster. 
Do. 
Do. 
vVilliarn I ves. 
Do. 
Do. 
James E. Freeman. 
Do. 
George W. Hyde, 
Do. 






Gordon & Preston. 
A. vV, Patterson. 
Do. 
Deunis Hawthorn. 
Armstrong & Hutchinson. 
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J.-List if townsl~ips surveyed, ~.-Continued. 
Description. 
Township 26 south, range 3 west .... 
29------------3.---- . --. 
30.----. -----.3.---- ----
34.---.-------3.-----.--
35 ....•....... 3 ..... ···-
36 ..... - .. ---. 3.--------
37------ .. --.-3.--.----. 
38 .••••..••••. 3 .•••• ----
~------ ...... 3. --------
1 ............ 4 ........ . 
2 .• -----.--.- 4.- ••• - .. -
3 •• ----.-- ••• 4 .•••• ---. 
4 .......•.... 4 .•....... 
5 .. -------- .. 4. ··- . ---. 
6 .••••.•••••. 4 .•... ----
7 ·- ---------.4.--------
8 .•••.. ------4 .••• -----
9------------4.--------
10 ........•••. 4 ........ . 
11.----- ------ 4. ---- ----
12 ..••...•.•.. 4 .••.•••.. 
13------ ------ 4- ---- ----
14 ...... ------4 ..... ----
15- - - - - - -- - - - -4- - - - - - • - -
16 ...... ------4 --------
17 ..••.. ------4---------
18-.---- ------ 4- ---- ----
19 ...••. ------4 ..... "··· 
20.-----------4.------.-
21 ..••.• ------4.--------
22 .• - ••.•• ----4-- •..••. -
23. - - - - - - . - - - -4- - - - - •... 
24 .........••. 4 ••••..•.. 
25.----. ------4.---- ---. 
26 ...... ------4. ·--- ----
27 -- - - - - -• - - - -4- - - - - - - • -
29 ______ ...... 4. ---- ---· 
29 .....•...... 4 ..... ---· 
30 .. ---.-----. 4 .. --.-.--
34. - - - - .. - - - - . 4. - -.. - - - . 
35 ............ 4. --------
36 .. ---------.4.-.-.---. 
37.----- .. ----4.---- -.-. 
38.----.-----.4 .. ------. 
1 ............ 5. ---- ---· 
1 ...... ---- .. 5 ..... ---· 
2 ............ 5. ---- --·· 
2------ ....•. 5 ..... ---· 
3 ...... ---- .. 5 .... - ----
3.----- ---- .. 5. -------. 
4 .. ---- ...... 5. ---· ----
5 ............ 5. --------
6 ...•........ 5 ..... ---· 
7 ....•....... 5 ..... ----
8 ............ 5 ..... ---· 
9.----- ·-- ... 5 ---. ---· 
10 ..•......... 5. ---· .... 
11 ............ 5 -------· 
12 .. ---- -----. 5- ---- ---. 
13.----- -----. 5- ---- --- . 
14 ........•... 5 ...•. ----
15------ ..••.. 5 ..... ·---
8 I 
No.of Date of con-
claim. tract. 
56 Mar. 1,1855 
73 June 8, 1857 
73 ...... do ..... . 
70 Feb. 2,1857 
70 ...... do ..... . 
39 Jan. 4, 1854 
70 Feb. 2, 1857 
70 ...... do ...... 
74 June 11,1857 
30 Dec. 1, 1852 
20 June 8, 1852 
20 ...... do ...... 
20 ...... do .•••.. 
20 ...... do ..... . 
9 Nov. 12, 1851 
9 ...... do ..... . 
16 April19, 1852 
16 .•.•.. do ..... . 
16 ...... do .... .. 
19 May 27, 1852 
29 Nov. 1,1852 
25 Dec. 1,1852 
27 Dec. 7, 1852 
28 Dec. 1, 1852 
28 ..••.. do ...•.. 
28 ..••.. do ..... . 
28 ...... do .... .. 
4.0 Feb. 22, 1854 
49 Oct. 17, 1854 
52 Feb. 17, 1855 
52 ...•.. do ...•.. 
52 ...... do ..... . 
52 ...••. do ..... . 
52 ...... do ..... . 
56 Mar. 1, 1855 
56 ...... do ...... 
44 May 30, 1854 
73 June 8,1857 
44 May 30,1854 
74 June 11, 1857 
7 4 ...... do ...... 
47 Aug. 18,1854 
70 Feb. 2, 1857 
70 .•.•.. do ...... 
30 Dec. 1, 1852 
60 July 16,1856 
30 Dec. 1, 1852 
60 July 16, 1856 
30 Dec. 1, 1852 
60 July 16, 1856 
30 Dec. 1, 1852 
30 .••••. do ...... 
26 ...... do ...•.. 
26 ...... do ..... . 
26 ..•••. do .... .. 
26 ...... do .... .. 
26 ••.•.. do ..... . 
19 May 27, 1852 
29 Nov. 1, 1852 
25 Dec. 1, 1852 
27 ..•••. do ...•.. 
28 ...•.. do .••... 
Contractor's name. 
A. R. Flint. 
Dennis Hawthorn. 
Do. 
David P. Thompson. 
Do. 
Ives & Hyde. 








William I ves. 
Do. 
James E. Freeman. 
Do. 
Do. 
George W. Hyde. 
Do. 
James E. Freeman. 
Kimball Webster. 




Gordon & Preston. 
Harvey Gordon. 












Ives & Hyde. 
David P. Thompson. 
Do. 
Joseph Hunt. 
A. C. Smith. 
Joseph Hunt. 
A. C. Smith. 
Joseph Hunt. 








George W. Hyde. 
Do. 
James E. Freeman. 
Kimball Webster. 
Butler I ves. 
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J.-List of townships surveyed, ~c.-Continued. 
Description. 
.. 
Township 16 south, range 5 west ___ . 
17 -----· ...... 5. --------
18------ - - - -- -5- ---- ----




23- - - - - - -- - - - -5- - - - - - - - -
24 .. ---- ...... 5. --------
25 ______ ...... 5. --------
26.------- .... 5. --------
27------------5.--------
28-- ---- -- ---- 5- ---- --- -
29 ______ ...... 5. --------
30 ______ -- .... 5. --------
32.-------- ... 5.--------
:34-- - --- -- ---- 5- --- - ----
35-- ---- ------ 5- ---- --- -
35 .. ------- ... 5. --------
36 .. ------- ... 5. --------
37------- .•••. 5. --------
38 . . __ . __ ----- .5 ... ·.- ----
39------ ------ 5- ---- --- -
4 .. ----------6.--------
5.----------.6.---- ----




. 8.---------- .6_ ---- ----
9 ............ 6 ..... ---· 
9.----------.6.---- ---. 
10------ --- --- 6- ---- --- -
10 ............ 6. --------
11.- -'--------- 6.--------
12 ...... --- ... 6. --------
13 ...... --- ... 6. --------
14 ............ 6. --------
15 .. ---------.6.-------. 
16- - - - - - - - - - - -6- - - - - - - - -
17 ............ 6. --------
It! .. _ ..... _ ... 6. _ ... ---. 
22----- - -- - --- 6- ---- ----
24-- - -- .. -- -.- 6- . -. - ----
25 ............ 6 ..... ---· 
26 ............ 6 .•..•.... 
27 ............ 6. ---- --·-
28 ............ 6. ---· ----
29. - - - - . - - - - - . 6- - - . - - - . -
30.---- .. -- --- 6- --.- ----
32 .. ------- ... 6. ---.----
33.-----.-----6.--------
34.----------.6.---.----
35. ----- . -- --- 6- ---- ---. 
36.----.-----.6.--------
37 .. ---- ·-- ... 6. --·- ----




13.----- . ----.7----- ----
14.-- ••••• - ---7- ---- ----
No. of Date of con-
































































...... do ..... . 
...... do.----. 
Oct. 17,1854 
...... do ..... . 
Feb. 27, 1855 
. . _ ... do ..... . 
April 7, 1853 
...... do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
...... do ...•.. 
.. . --.do .. ----
... --.do ... --. 
May 30,1854 
.. __ .. do ... _ .. 
Feb. 19, 1851 
June 11, 1857 
Feb. 19, 1851 
June l1, 1857 
Aug. 18, 1854 
Feb. 2,1857 
...... do ..... . 
-----.do ..... . 
Aug. 18, 1854 
...... do ..... . 
Sept. 19, 1853 
...... do ..... . 
July 16, 1856 
Rept. 19,1853 
July 16, 1856 
Sept. 19, 1853 
July 16,1856 
Sept. 19, 1853 
.July 16, 1856 
Feb. 22, 1854 
... __ .do ... --. 
...... do ..... . 
Sept. 19,1853 
. ..... do ..... . 
.. _._.do ..... . 
...... do ..... ·. 
. ..... do ..... . 
Feb. 17, 1855 
April 7, 1853 
...... do ..... . 
. ..... do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
. . _ ... do ..... . 
May 30,1854 
Mar. 1,1855 
Feb. 19, 1855 
.. _--.do ..... . 
...... do ..... . 
...... do ... --. 
... --.do.-- ... 
Feb. 2,1857 
Aug. 18,1854 
Feb. 16, 1855 
Mar. 22, 1856 
April12, 1855 
Mar. 22,1856 







Gordon & Gardiner. 
Do . 






N atbaniel Ford. 
Do. 
Lake & Hyde . 
Sewall Truax. 
Lake & Hyde. 
Sewall Truax. 
Ives & Hyde. 
David P. Thompson. 
Do . 
Do. 
Ambrose N. Armstrong. 
Do. 
Daniel Murphy . . 
Do. 
A. C. Smith. 
Daniel Murphy. 
A. C. Smith. 
Daniel Murphy. 
A. C. Smith. 
Daniel Murphy. 
A. C. Smith. 








Gordon & Gardiner. 





N athanicl Ford. 
A. R. Flint. 





David P. Thompson. 
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J.-List of townships surveyed, ~c.-Continued. 
Description. 
claim. tract. 
No. of Date of con-I 
---------------------------1-----
Township 17 south, range 7 west .... 
22 ______ ...... 7 ..... ----
23- - - - - - - - - - - -7- - - - - - - - -
24 ______ ...... 7 .••.. ----
25.-----------7---------
25------ ------ 7- ---- --- -
26 ______ ...... 7. --------
27 ______ ...... 7. --------
28.-----------7---------
29 .. ---- ______ 7_ --------
35------ -- ----7- ---- ----
36 ______ ...... 7. --------
37 ____________ 7_ --------
:~8 .. - --------.7---------
39 ______ ...... 7. --------
40- - - - - - -- - - - -7- - - - - - - - -
5.----------.8.--------
6.----- ...... 8. --------
10.----- --- ... 8.---- ----
13.----- ______ 8_ --------
14 ............ 8. --------
22.-----------8.--------
23 .. ------ .... 8. --------
24 .. ---- ______ 8_ --------
25 ...... ______ 8_ --------
28 ...... -- .... 8. --------




40 . - - - - - - - - - - -8- - - - - - - - -
1.-----------9.--------
2 ... ---------9.--------
22 ............ 9 ..... ----
29 ...... ------9.--------
















23 ...... ---- .13 ..... ----




28 ........... 13 ..... ----
25 ...... ---- .14 .... - -·---
27. ·----- .... 14. --------
28.---------.14.--------
35 ........... 14. --------
36 •.......•.. 14. ---- -·--
87 Nov. 18, 1859 
52 Feb. 17, 1855 
60 July 19,1855 
73 June 18,1857 
63 Mar. 22, 1856 
73 June 18,1857 
57 .A.pril12, 1855 
57 ...... do ... __ _ 
44 May 30, 1854 
44 ...... do ..... . 
54 Feb. 19, 1855 
54 ...... do ..... . 
54 ...... do ..... . 
54 ...... do ..... . 
54 ...... do ..... . 
54 ...... do ..... . 
55 Feb. 16, 1855 
55 ...... do ..... . 
6:3 Mar. 22, 1856 
63 ...... do ..... . 
63 ...... do ..... . 
52 Feb. 17,1855 
73 June 8, 1857 
73 .••••. do ..... . 
73 ...... do ..... . 
51 .A.pril12, 1855 
57 ...... do ..... . 
54 Feb. 19, 1855 
54 ...... do ..... . 
54 ...... do ..... . 
54 ..•••• do ..... . 
67 July 2, 1856 
67 ...... do .. ----
52 Feb. 17, 1855 
57 .A.pril12, 1855 
57 ...... do ..... . 
54 Feb. 19, 1855 
67 July 2, 1856 
67 ...... do ..... . 
69 Feb. 2, 1857 
69 ...... do ..... . 
69 ...... do ..... . 
69 ...... do ..... . 
69 ...... do ..... . 
69 ...... do ..... . 
75 Dec. 21, 1857 
75 ...... do ..... . 
75 ...... do ..... . 
75 ...... do ..... . 
69 Feb. 1, 1857 
69 ...... do .... _ . 
69 ...... do ..... . 
69 ...... do ..... . 
69 ...... do ..... . 
72 Feb. 19, 1857 
72 ...... do ...•.. 
75 Dec. 21, 1857 
69 Feb. 2, 1857 
72 Feb. 19, 1857 
72 ...... do ..... . 
72 ..•... do ..... . 
72 ..•••. do .••••. 
Contractor's name. 
Daniel S. Herron. 
Gordon & Gardiner. 






N athnniel Ford. 
Do. 





















Samuel D. Snowden. 
Do. 
Gordon & Gardiner. 
Dennis Hawthorn. 
Do. 
Lake & Hyde. 
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J.-List qf townsl~ips surveyed, o/c.-Continued. 
Description. 
Township 28 south, range 1? west .•.. 
29 ..•.•...... 1o ......... . 
30.- ..• - .... -1.5 •••• - •••• 
31.--- •. - --- .15----- ----
32 ....•...... 15 .•... ----
33. - - - - -- . - - . 15- - . - ... - -
35 - . - - - - - - - • -15- - - - . - - - -
36 ... -- ... - .. 15 ... - .•... 
31 .. -- •.. --- .16- -- .. ----
32. ··---- •... 16. --------
No. of Date of con-
claim. tract. 
72 Feb. 19, 1857 
72 .•••.. do .•••.. 
72 .• _ ... do ..... . 
72 ...... do .... .. 
72 ...... do ..... . 
72 ...•.. do ..•••. 
72 ...... do ..... . 
72 ..••.. do ...•.. 
72 ...... do ..••.. 
72 ..•••. do ..•... 
Contractor's name. 










K.-Statement showing the field-notes qf "contracts and special inst1·uctions" 
ij claim surveys copied since last annual report, and transmitted and ready 
for transmission to Comm1:ssioner qf General Land Office. 
I 13 ..... u.i ~ u.i ~ ~ 
J-4 s J-4 ·~ "E ·~ "E 
Contractor's name. 0 C) Contractor's name. 0 C) ~ ~ 
....... ....... ....... ....... 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 z z z z 
---
A. C. Smith ..••• ~ •...... Special 9 H. J. C. Averill ..•.••.. 41 48 inst'ns. John Trutch ...•...•... 42 31 
John P. Welch .....•••.. 25 36 .A.. Sulger .••••.••.••... 46 38 
Luther White .......••.. 26 49 J. R. Harrison .•....••.. 47 11 
Logan & Moore ......... 27 88 E. E. Haft ..•••....••.. 50 23 
Dennis Hawthorn ........ 71 78 E. E. Haft ...•...••••.. 54 4 
E. E. Haft .•••.......... 69 25 E. E. Haft ...•....•.... 58 81 
.A.. R. Flint ........•••.. 28 147 P.W. Crawford ....••.. 51 13 
Walter Forward .....•... 29 41 'I'. H. Hutchinson ••.•.. 56 35 
Dennis Hawthorn ....... 30 74 J . .A.. Burnett ....••.... 80 27 
L. Kennedy ...•.•..••... 31 10 E.T. T. Fisher ........ 70 75 
.A.hio S. Watt ..•.•....•. 32 11 E.T. T. Fisher ........ 60 39 
E. E. Haft .............. 34 37 Samuel D. Snowden ••.. 65 28 
Arthur J. Nickler ........ 99 1 John P. Welch ....••... 57 80 
A. W. Patterson ......... 36 48 E.T. T. Fisher ......... 79 46 
Dennis Hawthorn ........ 48 116 E. T. T. Fisher ...•..... Special 1 J. A. PownalL .......... 35 60 
r E. T. T. Fisher ....••... 
inst'ns. 
R. W. Ford ............. 38 17 101 17 
Zenas F. Moody ......... 39 68 I E.N. Bowman .•...•... 53 55 
David Stump ..•.•...•... 40 38 
-
Total claims, 1, 605; contracts, 37. 
,. 
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14 I. 
UNITED S·rATEs SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
San Francisco, California, September 1, 1863. 
SIR : In accordance with instructions I herewith submit my annual report, 
together with one copy of map of surveys executed in California and Nevada 
to June 30, 1863. I also forward in triplicate, statements of business apper-
taining to this surveying department, to accompany said report, as follows: 
.A.-Statement of contracts for public surveys entered into during the fiscal 
year 1862-'63. 
B.-Statement of the number of miles surveyed in the State of California, 
and the number of acres in subdivided townships, to June 30, 1863. 
C.-Statement of account of appropriations for surveying public lands and 
private land claims in California, for the fiscal year 1862-'63. 
D.-Statement of account of appropriation for compensation of surveyor 
general for California and clerks in his office, for 1862-'63. 
E.-Statement of appropriation for rent of office, fuel, books, stationery, and 
other incidental expenses, including pay of messenger, for 1862-'63. 
1!.,.-Stat~ment of field-notes, public surveys, sent to Washington from the 
surveyor general's office, California, during the year ending June 30, 1863. 
G.-Statement of descriptive notes, decrees of court, &c., private land claims, 
to accompany plats for patent, compiled for transmission to the department at 
Washington, during the year ending June 30, 1863. 
H.-Statement of plats made in the office of the United States surveyor gen-
eral during the year 1862-'63. 
I.-Statement of examinations and reports made to the department for patent 
of all subdivisional surveys heretofore pre-empted or selected under the acts of 
Congress in relation thereto. 
K.-List of lands surveyed during the year 1862-'63. 
L.-Estimates for 1864-'65. 
In addition to the office work, as set forth in these statements, the employes 
have been engaged in the following duties: 
1. Copying the correspondence of this office. 
2. Making out contracts for public surveys in quadruplicate. 
3. Making out instructions for surveys of private land claims in duplicate. 
4. Examination of field-notes of public surveys returned by deputies. 
5. Examination of field-notes and tabling of surveys of private land claims 
returned by deputies. 
6. Examination of location of surveys of private land claims. 
7. Making sketches to accompany contracts of pttblic surveys and private 
land claims. . 
8. Keeping in order the records of plats and field-notes of public and 
private surveys. 
9. Keeping in order the Spanish and Mexican archives, and records of the 
late board of land commissioners. 
10. Making out accounts and bonds of deputy surveyors for surveys executed. 
11. Making out quarterly accounts and certificate to vouchers. • 
12. Posting the books of accounts and records pertaining to the business of 
the office. 
13. Exhibiting the archives, land commission papers, records and plats to 
parties interested, and making the necessary explanations. 
14. Making out in quadruplicate the annual synopsis and report, with ac·-
companying map and statements. 
So far as future surveys of public lands are concerned, I do not see that I can 
add to my suggestions of past years. 
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The meagre appropriations of the past three years have much reduced the 
work in the field. The surveys are progressing, as suggested by the depart-
ment, in the agricultural valleys bordering on the great lines of travel eastward 
toN evada and the Atlantic States. The surveys in California are in the neigh-
borhood of the Henness pass route. 
The appropriation of 1861-'62 for Nevada, of $5,000, has been"expended in 
the subdivision of the Truckee river valley and vicinity. 
This work is completed in the field, and the plats and field-notes will be 
promptly despatched to the department. It is proposed to expend the appro-
priation of the present year in the subdivision of agricultural lands near the 
large mining settlements and roads of travel. 
'rhe surveys of private land claims have been principally those lines required 
by the decrees of the United States courts, amending former surveys. I shall 
prepare, in accordance with your instructions, a report on these claims. The in-
sufficient force of the office to meet all the requirements made upon it will pre-
vent the preparation of this statement in time to accompany this report, which I 
am anxious should reach you within the time preP~ribed. 
I am informed by Deputy Surveyor E. H. Dyer, now inN evada, that the sec-
tion of country near the Indian reservations at Walker river and Pyramid lake 
comprise most of the valuable agricultural land in that Territory. It would 
appear that their areas should be definitely fixed, so that the remainder could be 
subdivided to meet the requirements of the agricultural population. Should 
that 'Territory continue to fill up with a mining popul~tion, I fear that agricultu-
ral land will not be found adequate to their support, unless some action of this 
kind is taken. 
MINERAL LANDS. 
One theme of absorbing interest and portentous aspect at present greatly 
exercises the minds of the people of this State. I beg to call the calmest 
deliberation of the government, and of all those in authority in Washington, to 
the consideration of the subject so fraught with vital importance to California, 
to the States and Territories bordering thereon, and possiblyto the whole civil-
ized world. I refer to the disposition of the mineral lands by the federal 
government. Late events, painfully interesting to patriots of every class on the 
Pacific coast, which have been taken as a foreshadowing of the policy of the 
administration on this subject, have caused a universal feeling of uneasiness, and, 
I trust, a most unjust suspicion of the intentions of the government towards the 
mining interests. The enemies of the administration and of the country are 
making vigorous use of this most ill-advised movement, which may be seriously 
felt for the next few months, and not even the prompt action of the President 
in revoking the "surreptitious order"* has been sufficient to allay the excite-
ment and feverish spirit which it has aroused. 
The contemplation of the embarrassments and dangers that may arise from 
indiscreet or ignorant interference and meddling with this most important and 
absorbing interest to all the people of this coast, a point upon which they are as 
sensitive as people always are of that which is their greatest staple and source 
of commercial wealth, carries me beyond the phlegmatic language of official cor-
• respondence, and induces me to ask that you pause and ponder well before 
Inaugurating any system referring to this most delicate matter. 'rhe hands to 
whose care this subject should be intrusted must be guided by the wisest brain, 
~NoTE BY THE GENERAL LAND 0FFICE.-This is a gross error. The order iHsued in relation 
to the mineral lands referred to was not surreptitious, and this fact should have been 
known to the surveyor general when hi~ report was prepared; ;~ud if such intimation had 
reached him, he could and would have been a.J vised to the foregoing eff~ct, had he made 
timely inquiry in the proper quarter. 
J. M. EDMUNDS, Gommi8sioner. 
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the calmest disposition, and the most deliberate judgment, or the future of this 
country may be utterly destroyed, and the most lamentable results be the con-
sequence. 
It is useless to speak of dangers without advising some means to escape from 
them, and although my opinion has not been asked, I volunteer it because I 
believe I know this people as well as another, and because I know I do not over-
estimate the dangers which threaten us by an imprudent management of this 
affair; and even if my opinion is of no value, I give it because I love my 
country, and am not obliged to ask permission or apologize for that. 
I suggest, therefore-
First. The consideration of the Spanish mining laws in general as the wisest 
and most liberal and just I know of, to be examined with a view to see if they 
may not be fitted for the mining region of the Pacific. 
I foresee some objections to it. Prominent among these is the fact that we 
are cut up into a thousaml mining districts, each having its own laws, which 
are and have been respected by the courts, and which any new code would 
upset and throw into irremediable confusion. Still the Spanish law is the best 
mining code extant, and if it had been adopted by the United States twelve 
years ago, would have been unexceptionable, and it may not be too late yet. 
Suggestion second. I would propose that under the patronage of the govern-
ment a congress be convoked, to meet at San Francisco, of the mining. States, to 
advise and authorize a general mining code, which should be adopted by the 
general Congress, for what is wanted is some settled, known, permanent, and 
1·ecognized law upon which the people can rely, and under which they may 
work in earnest, to develop the vast mineral treasures now hidden in. the 
earth. 
I suggest that the governors of the States and 'l'erritories select deputies to 
this mining congress, under the direction of the government, irrespective of 
party politics; but that men be taken from the wisest and the best the 
country affords, since to them will be submitted a question of the greatest 
moment, which should be considered as a sacred trust on which is to depend the 
future of their children and of their country. A wholesome code, digested by 
the intellect of such a congress, would satisfy the requirements of the people, 
and weld forever the patriotism of the Pacific to the federal government. 
Suggestion tMrd, and, in my opinion, the best. Let the government deed to 
the States and Territories, for charitable institutions, school purposes, and forti-
fications, guarded by certain just, generous and equitable conditions, all the 
mineral lands. Under this system the government would be greatly benefited 
in revenue, and be relieved from deeisions upon a subject which has not been 
equalled in salient points of embarrassment since the discussions on slavery, 
which years ago preluded the present rebellion. I would therefore call your 
attention and beg your interposition with the authorities at Washington on 
this v.tal question. 
Many, I know, will advise that it is an affair of slight importance, but I tell 
yon it is a work worthy of the best intellects of the nation. 
In conclusion, I would assure you that you have not before your office any 
question half so worthy of your attention, nor one the proper settlement of 
which, under your advice, will reflect more credit on your administration of the 
General Land Office. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. F. BEALE, 
U. S. Surveyor General, California. 
Hon. J. M. EDMUNDS, 
Commissioner General Land Office, WasMngton, D. C. 
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A.-Statement if contracts for public surveys entered into during fiscal year ~· 
Deputy. Date of con-
tract. 
11:562-63. 
Location of work. Amount re- Remarks. 
turned. 
Geo. H. Thompson. Aug. 2, 1862. Mount Diablo, Mex., S & E- l $3 944 47 San Bernardino, do. N & W. f ' 
Ephraim Dyer ..... Aug.15,1862. MountDiablo, .. do.N&W. 5,479 50 
Eben H. Dyer ..... Oct. 6,1862 ......... do ....•... N&E .. -···-··----Nevada Terri-
Nelson Wescoatt ... Dec. 16,1862 ......... do ........ N. & W. 
Eben H. Dyer. .... Oct.1 &7, '62. --·- .•.. do ...•.... N. & W. 





2, 155 10 Special in-
structions. 
719 03 Special in-
structions. 
TOWNSHIPS OMITTED IN REPORT OF NOVEMBER, 1862. 




Mount Diablo me1·idian. 
T. No. 26 N., R. No. 5 W .. 













40,047.69 ··--1-·-- -·-- 6, 110.28 ---- 1 46,157.97 
B.-Statement qf tke number qf miles surveyed in tlte State qf California and tke number of acres in subdivided townships to June 
30, 1863. 
MILES. 
BASE. 1\IERIDIAN. STANDARD. TRAVERSE. TOWNSHIP. SECTION. 
----------I M. I Chs.~~~~~ Chs. , Lks.~~~ Chs. , Lks.~~~ Chs. l Lks.~~~ Chs. , Lks.~~~ Chs., Lks. 
Per last report ..................................... 1 329 60 57 I 694 39 49 I 3, 920 
Returned this year ................................ . 1 1 .......... r .......... .. 2 , ...... , ...... 10 
7 
41 














TotaL .•.....••. -:-1-:1-:-1--:-1-:-i-:-1~1-:-1~1 2, 550 1--:-1~119, 937 l--:-l-:-173, 817 1--:-1~ 
ACRES. 
Surveyed to date of last report ..........•... 
Surveyed iu 1862-'63 ........... --- ·- • · · · ·-- · · · .... · · · .. · · · 
. .. .. .. 18,702,531 80 
575,469 10 


























































Nature of work. 
Conway & Waite, advertising ...... : ........................ . 
G. H. 'l'hompson, survey, ''LaLiebre". 
E. Dyer, survey, "Valle San Jose" ......................... . 
E. Dyer, survey, ''Santa Rita" .... __ ....................... . 
H. B. Edwards, survey, ''island Santa Rosa" ................ . 
H. B. Edwarrls, survey, "island Santa Cruz" ................ . 
E. Nidever, survey, ''mission Santa Barbara" ............... . 
T. J. Dewoody, survey, "Entre Napa" ...... . 
T. J .. Dewoody, sm·':~y,." ~apa" .... :: ... ;; ................ .. 
E. N1dever, survey, nusswn La PuriSlma ........ - ...... - .. 
William Kohl, buggy hire to examine surveys ................ . 
F. McCrellish, advertising ................................... . 
E. H. Dyer, survey account, contract October 3, 1861. .. ~ ..... . 
F. J\fcCrelli~h, advertising .............. . 
A.M. Swaney, advertising ... .......... . 
Conway & 'Yaite, advertising .......... .. 
G. H. Thompson, survey, "El Tejon"_ ... . 
G. H. 'l'hompson, survey, ''San Miguel" 
Conway & 'Vaite, advertising_ ... __ .... . 
G. H. 'l'hompsou, survey, "Castac" ......................... . 
E. H. Dyer, survey account, contract October 1, 1861. ... - .... . 
E. Dyer, survey account, contract August 15, 1862 ....... -----. 
E. H. Dyer, survey account, "Panoche Grande" .......... -.-. 
G. II. Thompson, survey account, contract August 2, 1862 .... . 
Southern News, advertising ...... _ ........... __ ............. -
E. Dyer, survey account, contract August 15, 1862 
E. H. Dyer, survey account, "New Helvetia" ......... -- .. ·- · 
E. H. Dyer, survey account, special instructions Oct. 1 and 7 .. 
E. Dyer, survey account, special instructions January 15 ..... --
N. Westcoatt, survey account, contract December 16 ........ .. 
Alameda County Gazette, advertising ........................ . 
F. L. Thompson, advertising ................................ . 
John Reed, survey, ''Rincon de los Esteros " ........... ...... . 
G. H. Thompson, survey, "San jon de los Moquelumnes " ..... . 




















1, 279 27 
307 28 
18 00 
2, ~~~ ~~ ' 
4, 006 52 
545 50 
3, 944 47 
36 00 
1, 472 98 













Nature of receipts. 
By balance from last year .................................... . 
Amount of appropriations 1862-'63, (see letter from depart· 
ment May 20, 1862) .............. .. 
Certificates of deposit 
Balance 
Amount. 
$15, 37~ 26 
10,000 00 
4, 749 00 
30,121 26 
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D. 
Statement if account if appropriation for compensation if surveyor general 
for California, and clerks in his r!flice, 1862-'63. 
DR. CR. 
To amount paid surveyor gen- By amount appropriation as 
eral and clerks, first quarter .. $4,022 28 advised in letter of May 20, '62. $15,~00 00 
Second quarter. .............. 4,275 00 By certificates of deposit.._ .. 1,216 00 
Third quarter .. - . . . . ......... 4,275 00 
Fourth quarter .... _ .......... 4,048 35 
To balance ......... -----· 95 37 
16,716 00 16,716 00 
By balance ...••.......•.. 95 37 
E. 
Account if appropriation for rent if qffice, fuel, books, stationery, and otl~er 
incidental expenses, including pay if messenge'r, 1862-'63. 
DR. CR. 
To amount paid July, August, By amount appropriation as 
September, 1862 .. ___ .... __ . $1,079 03 per letter from department 
$4,000 00 To amount paid October, No- dated May 20, 1863 ..... _ .. 
vember, December, 1862 ..... 885 75 
To amount paid January, Feb-
ruary, March, 1863 .......... 714 02 
To amount paid April, May, 
June, 1863 ................ _ 1,320 10 
Balance ..••.......... _ .. 1 10 
----
4,000 00 4,000 00 
Balance ...••. . ---. -- .. - 1 10 
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F. 
Statement if field-notes and public surveys sent to Washington from the sur-
veyor general's office, California, during the year ending June 30, 1863. 
MOUNT DIABLO MERIDIAN. 
J)eputy. When sent. Character of work. 
Eben H. Dyer .•••. Sept. 15, 1862 Township 2 north, range 3 east ... 
Township 1 north, range 3 east ... 
Township 1 south, range 3 east ... 
Township 2 south, range 5 east ... 
Township 3 south, range 4 east. .. 
Township 4 south, range 4 east ... 
Township 1 north, range 3 east ... 
Township 1 south, range 3 east. .. 
Township 2 south, range 5 east .•. 
Township 3 south, range 4 east ... 
Township 4 south, range 4 east. - · 
Eben H. Dyer .••.• Dec. 24, 1862 Township 3 south, ral}ge 3 east ... 
Township 1 porth, range 2 east ... 
Township 2 north, range 2 east._. 
Township 3 north, range 2 east ... 
Township 4 north, range 2 east.._ 
Township 3 south, range 3 east ... 
Township 1 north, range 2 east ... 
Township 2 north, range 2 east ... 
Township 2 north, range 3 east ... 
Township 3 north, range 2 east ... 
Township 4 north, range 2 east ... 
Ephraim Dyer .•••. Dec. 24, 1862 Township 5 north, range 2 east ... 
Township 6 north, range 2 east ... 
Township 7 north, range 2 east ... 
Township 7 north, range 1 east. . _ 
Township 5 north, range 2 east ... 
Township 6 north, range 1 east ... 
Township 6 north, range 2 east ... 
Township 7 north, range 1 east ... 
Township 7 north, range 2 east .. _ 
Geo. H. Thompson. Feb. 3, 1863 Township 32 south, range 28 east. 
Township 32 south, range 29 east. 
SAN BERNARDINO MERIDIAN. 
Geo. H. Thompson. Feb. 3, 1863 Township 7 north, range 16 west. 
Township 10 north, range 19 west. 
Township 10 north, range 20 west. 
Township 11 north, range 19 west. 
Township 11 north, range 20 west. 
Township 11 north, range 21 west. 
Township 12 north, range 19 west. 
Township 12 north, range 20 west. 
Township 12 north, range 21 west. 
Township 12 north, range 22 west . 
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F.-Statement of field-notes, ~.-Continued. 
MOUNT DIABLO MERIDIAN. 
Deputy. When sent. Character of work. Remarks. 
Ephraim Dyer ____ . Mar. 20, 1863 Township 7 north, range 3 easL _. Township lines. 
Township 8 north, range 2 east .. _ Do. 
Township 10 north, range 3 east._ Do. 
Township 7 north, range 3 easL __ Subdivision lines. 
Township 8 north, range 2 east. __ Do. 
Township 8 north, range 3 east .. _ Do. 
Township 10 north, range 3 east .. Do. 
Nelson W escoatt ... June 12, 1863 Township 23 north, range 1 west._ Township lines. 
Township 23 north, range 1 west __ Subdivision lines. 
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G.-Statement qf descriptive notes, decrees qf court, ~c., private land claims 
to accompany plats for patent, compiled for transmission to tke department 





To whom confirmed. ;a 
~ "' c:d 
>=l ~ 
:~ .... .... 0 
Nature of work. N arne of claim. 
0 ~ 
Descriptive notes. Cholame .......... . Ellen E. White ..... 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . - - - - . - ... - - • . ...... . -- ................. - .............. - ----
DesCliptive notes. El Pescadero ...•.... H. M. Pico et al ... .. 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . . .. - - . . ............ . ..... -- -........ -.... --- ........ - ... ......... 
Descriptive notes. Mission of San Luis 
Rey .......... --. J. S. Alemany,bishop, 
&c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 
Decrees ......... -----. -.. - ............•• - ...•........... 
Descriptive notes. Mission of Santa Bar-
bara ..................... do ..... _.... 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . - - . - ..... - . . . . . . . . . . . .. -- •.............. 
Descriptive notes. Panoche Gmnde..... Vicente P. Gomez... 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . -.. - - . . - - - - .. - . . . . . . - - - - - .. - - . - .... - ... -
Descriptive notes. Arroyo Seco......... J. Mora Moss et al... 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . - ....... - . - - - - - . . . . . . - - - - ... - . - ........ . 
Descriptive notes. El Tejon........... J. A. Aguirre and J. 
del Valle......... 1 1 
Deerees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - . . . . . -.. - - .............. . 
Descriptivcnotes. Rancho de Farwell .. Heirs of E. A. Far-
well, J. Williams, 
et al. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Descriptivenotes. Orestimba .......... S. Nunez ........... 1 1 
Dtlcrees . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Descriptive notes. San Leandro ........ J. J. Estudillo...... 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Descriptive notes. Gtiadaloupe......... Diego Olivera and 
· Teodoro Arellanes. 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . -.. - - . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Descriptive notes. Casmilia............ Antonio Olivera. . . . . 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....•.............. 
DesCliptive notes. Punta de la Concep-
cion....... . . . . . . Anastosio Carrillo... 1 1 
Decrees ..... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 
Descriptive notes. Arroyo Seco.... . . . . J. Mora Moss et al... 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Descriptive notes. San Ramon ......... J. A. Amador....... 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Descriptive notes. Santa Rita .......... J. Younty, admin'r.. 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Descriptive notes. La Liebre . . . . . . . . .. J. M. Flores........ 1 I 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Descriptive notes. San Juan Capistrano. J. S. Alemany, bishop, 
&c.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Descriptivenotes. San Luis Rey ............... do.......... 1 1 
Decrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Descriptivenotes. SantaBarbara ............... do .......... 1 1 



















Sept. 11, '62. 
1 
Dec. 10, '62. 
1 
Dec. 19, '62. 
1 
Feb. 4, '63. 
1 
May 12, '63. 
1 
May 20, '63. 
1 
May 25, '63. 
1 




June 2, '63. 
1 




June 20, '63. 
1 
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H.-Statement of plats made in tlte office of tlte United States surveyor general 
during tlw year 1862-'63. 
Number of copies. 
....; oe . 
~ ~ .... <:) Character of work. ~ :o(3_ Cl) Cl) Cl) 
~ _§ ~ .§ ~ ~ _§ b1 
~ 
om 
>=I ~ >=I .... >=I ~ >=I ls;:l bJl 3 :§l 'bb cO 'bb :§l '8 ~ Cl) >=I p. p. p. cO W.''"' 
0 
Cl) ;§ Cl) Cl) 0 
Cl) 
~ 
0 Cl) <:) 0 
~ ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ E--
Township subdivisions.. . . . . 33 36 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94 
Plats of township work. 6 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
Plat of ranchos .................... _... . . . . 28 8 14 28 72 150 
General maps...... . . . . 1 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
-7 -8 33J3625J28-8 1428~ 259 
Remarks. 
I.-Statement of examinations and reports made to department fm· patent of 
all subdivisional surveys heretofore pre-empted or selected under the acts of 
Congress tlwreto. 
Report of land office, 1862. Report, 1863. 
San Francisco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 1 . . . . . . . . 2 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Marysville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . 1 1 J 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 . . 14 
Stockton................... . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . 1 1 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 . . 1 1 1 1 17 
Visalia......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 1 . . 2 3 . . 2 2
1
.. 1 . . 1 . . 15 
iJ~~m~~~~l~~ ~::::: ~ ~:: :::: :::::::::: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _! ~ J 
2 -.,2 1 4 5 5 3 4 5 5 7 412 4 3 61 3 65 
L.-Estimate fo'r the surveying service in the district qf California and Nevada, 
for tkefiscal yBaT ending June 30, 1865. 
For surveying into subdivisions the public lands in California and 
Nevada ............................................ _. $30, 000 00 
For standard and township work in California and Nevada...... 10, 000 00 
For rent of office, stationery, instruments, and other incidental 
expenses, including pay of messenger .............. _ . . . . . . 6, 000 00 
For compensation of surveyor general of California and Nevada, 
and the clerks in his office. . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 15, 500 00 
61,500 00 
====== 










Mount Diablo meridian. 
1 Township 1 north, range 2 east ...•..•....•..... 
2 Township 2 north, range 2 east ................ . 
3 Town~hip 2 north, range 3 east .. 
4 Town~hip 3 north, range 2 east ................ . 
5 Township 4 north, range 2 east ...........•..... 
6 Towmhip 5 north, range 2 east ................ . 
7 Township 6 north, range 1 east ...........•..... 
8 'l'ownship 6 north, range 2 en~t ................ . 
9 Township 7 north, range 1 ea8t ................ . 
10 Township 7 north, range 2 east ................ . 
11 To\vnship 7 north, range 3 east ................ . 
12 Township 8 north, range 2 east ................ . 
13 Township 8 north, range 3 east. ............... . 
14 'l'ownship 10 north, range 3 east ............... . 
15 Township 23 north, range 1 west ............... . 
16 Township 3 south, range 3 east ................ . 
17 Township 32 sonth, range 28 east ........ ! .... _. 
18 Township 32 south, range 29 east 
19 Township 7 north, range 16 west ......•..••..... 
20 Township 10 north, range 19 west .........•.. _ .. 
21 'fowuship lO north, range 20 west .............. . 
22 Town~hip 11 north, range 19 west .. 
23 Township 11 north, range 21 west 
24 Township 11 north, range 20 west 
2.'5 Township 12 north·, range 19 west . 
26 Town~hip 12 north, range 20 west ............. . 
27 Township 12 north, range 21 west ............. . 
28 Township 12 north, range 22 west 







A. I B. 
~ai ~ 
13 e~ 't:)·-"'"' §~ t-:§ 
<1'1 .... _go: 

















































4, 666. JO 
4, 535.40 
4, 536.97 
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